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| The big-bore vertical twin is an ideal superbike 
engine. Almost. It has tremendous 
| torque over a wide power range — 
plus a low center of gravity and 

a narrow profile that lets it sit deep 
in the frame. This gives the bike 

| itself a doubly low center of 

| gravity, and results in the kind of 
road handling that has made 
Norton famous. But.the 
vertical twin has an impolite 
habit. Vibration. 





| $ Frame member. 


я? 


The solution. 
Norton invented (and patented) 
the Isolastic System of motorcycle 
construction to cope with vibration. 
The key to the system lies in the 
design of the engine mounting devices 
—like the front engine mount 
illustrated. A wide cylindrical 
bousing is attached to the engine. 
Through this runs a long steel tube that 
bolts to the frame. Between tube and 
housing are four rubber bushings, the 
outer two of a soft composition to 
absorb the vibration, the inner two 
somewhat smaller and harder, to prevent 
extreme movements. The device is 
capped at both ends to an overall tolerance 
of .010", thus limiting lateral (side-to-side) 
movement. As a result, the Isolastic 
engine mount restricts vibration to a 
single vertical plane. 













Limiter bushing. Th 1 
1 à v j e result. 
Main bushing. 24 Z2 The Isolastic “single- 
ЛУ plane" principle underlies 
the entire bikes construction. 
First the engine and drive 
train (including swing arm and 
rear wheel) are coupled together 
into one unit. This sub-assembly 
is then joined to the main frame by three Isolastic 
mounts laid out in a triangle, one each at 
the front, the rear, and the top. This triangulation 
limits movement of the entire sub-assembly to a single 
— — —^ plane, the exact same plane as the track of the 
bike. Thus the wheels always track true, so 
the bikes handling stays true. And 
Norton alone combines race-bred road 
handling with a super smooth ride. 
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Isolastic mounts. 


Norton features — 
electric starting, fixed- 


NS \ caliper /dual piston di 
The Ultimate Ride" 67 brakes front and rear, left 


(5 


foot shift, Roadholder® 
forks, Girling shocks, 

Reynolds chrome-moly 
frame, dual Amal 32mm 


concentric carburetors. 
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You can let 
the good times roll 
with an electronic Minolta. 


с: 


The faster the action, the more you can 
use an electronic Minolta 35mm reflex. 

Its unique shutter responds instantly and 
automatically to the most subtle changes in 
light. So instead of worrying about exposure 
accuracy, you can concentrate on the picture. 
Even if the sun suddenly slips behind a cloud. 

The total information viewfinder gives 
you total creative control. Whether the cam- 
era is setting itself automatically or you're 
making all the adjustments, the finder shows 
exactly what's happening. You can never lose 
sight of even the fastest moving subject. 

A choice of models lets you select an 
electronic Minolta reflex that fills your needs. 
And fits your budget. Each accepts the 
complete system of interchangeable Rokkor-X 
and Celtic lenses, ranging from “fisheye” 
wide angle to super-telephoto. 

Five years from now, all fine 35mm 
reflex cameras will offer the innovations these 
electronic Minoltas give you today. See them 
at your photo dealer or write for information to 
Minolta Corporation, сш 
101 Williams Drive, 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
07446. In Canada: 
Anglophoto Ltd., P.Q. 


Minolta XK/Minolta XE-7 


More camera for your money. 
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Honda Introduces Spo rts The Honda GL-1000 and CB-750F have a sleek, new addition 
Fairin g for the Bi g coming soon. A specially designed sports fairing engineered 


Honda Bik solely for these big bikes. 
onda DIKES, The new fairings are tailored by Honda design engineers to 


the Honda rider's needs. You can open the unique side com- 
partments on the GL-1000 without having to remove the fair- 
ing. And there's easy access to the internal saddle bags. Check 
with your Honda dealer on the delivery date. 


Al Henning Tours Europe Well-known motorcyclist Al Henning is touring Europe at the 
ona Honda GL-1 000 moment, on the behalf of the AMA. His agenda includes a 
Н number of rallies, including one in Poland, as Ше AMA's 
official representative. What makes this item unique is that 
Henning is riding the brand-new Honda GL-1000. (The same 
GL-1000 that's in your Honda dealers showroom.) Quite a 
compliment from Henning and the AMA! 


Team Honda Racing Center If you've ever wondered how Team Honda keeps its bikes in 


top racing form, a behind-the-scenes look gives a clue. Honda 
Helps Keep Honda on Top. has a dynamic testing and racing complex in Gardena, Cali- 


fornia, called the Team Honda Racing Center. It is one of the 
most sophisticated facilities of this type anywhere, complete 
with a pit area, an engine testing room, and other specialty 
rooms. АП of this helps Honda engineers keep Team Honda 
on top. 


Bicentennial Biker P Ed the XM a к ER z 
. Я icentennial in various ways. One of the most interesting (an 
Wins Freedoms Foundation time-consuming) was the personal Bicentennial tribute given 
Award. by Mayra Scarborough of New Jersey. She toured the entire 
nation, stopping to raise a special American flag at the state 
capital in each of the fifty states. Her transportation was a 
Honda 450 touring bike. For her actions she was recently 
given a Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge Award. Honda 
is proud to have been a part of it. Congratulations, Mayra! 


Bike Bits. A modified Honda 750 came out on top in the climb up the 
legendary Widowmaker. The bike and rider managed to ascend 
984 ft. 8 in., topping 600 competitors .... Most everyone 
knows Honda motorcycles are the largest-selling motorcycles 
in the world, but Honda is becoming a leader in other fields as 
well. The Honda Civic!" automobile with the CVCC engine has 
now become one of the fastest-selling cars on the market . . . . 
And with more and more people growing their own vegetables, 
Honda F-28 K1 tiller sales have taken off as well. 





*K" numbers indicate model change. 
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Let 'em In! 


€ The AMA has had Road Race Nationals, 
and lost them, at Road Atlanta, Carlsbad, 
Loudon, Texas International, India- 
napolis, Pocono, Meadowdale, Windber, 
Charlotte, Nelson Ledges, Marlboro, Kent, 
Sears Point, Watkins Glen, Heidelburg. A 
few years back AMA pavement racing was 
supported by teams from BSA, Triumph, 
Norton, Harley-Davidson, BMW, Yamaha, 
Kawasaki, Suzuki and infrequently Hon- 
da—as well as hoardes of anxious priva- 
teers. Not long ago the AMA, under the 
auspices of Russ March, built a hand- 
some contingency fund. Now contin- 
gencies have slowly tapered to a relative 
trickle, all factories except Yamaha, Ka- 
wasaki, Suzuki and BMW have withdrawn, 
we have three (possibly two, depending 
on Ontario) Road Race Nationals, and the 
privateers have for the most part taken 
up shuffleboard. 

Why? The reasons are manifold: the 
Yamaha TZ-750 Four has proven both 
dominant, expensive and difficult to ride; 
the AMA has offered the four-stroke loyal- 
ists nary a single encouragement; the 
race track owners and operators, and the 
promoters of different events, find them- 
selves faced with soaring expenses, 
ever-burgeoning piles of red tape and, 
according to one track operator, near- 
total communications breakdowns; and 
rules changes have not been responsive 
to racing's shifting profile. 

For 1976 (if there is a 1976), however, 
the AMA has proposed sweeping revi- 
sions that may in fact be responsive. The 
Junior class, long an opportunity for 
young racers to familiarize themselves 
with big-bore equipment, will be abol- 
ished, existing or new Juniors stepping 
either back to Novice or forward to Expert 
depending on their proficiency; there will 
be more Lightweight Expert racing, which 
responds to Kawasaki’s and Harley- 
Davidson's freshening interest in the 
250s; a Road Racing Championship will 
be made independent from the current 
AMA Grand National Championship; and 
track owners and operators will be offered 
a variety of road race programs including 
low-buck Pro-Am events, medium-buck 
Pro events, high-buck Championship 
events and mega-buck 250 and 750 Na- 
tional and International events (promoters 
can add Production events as they see 
fit). Theoretically each track operator can 
determine what will work best for him. If 
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he's new to motorcycling, or if AMA-style 
road racing has not been exposed in his 
area, he can float a $1500 Pro-Am race 
and see what kind of response might 
come. On the other hand a major track 
owner with long-time motorcycle experi- 
ence, located proximate to a bike-inten- 
sive area (San Francisco, Loudon, River- 
side), could expect to attract a major 
crowd if he put on a major show—so he 
would probably opt for a $25,000 Nation- 
al/International, with a couple of $10,000 
Championship meets thrown in to keep 
interest high at different times of the year. 

So now the track owners and race pro- 
moters have a choice, which is a start. 
| feel strongly that they should be given 
a voice—loud and strong—as well. Their 
tracks, after all, are their tracks. You may 
chose to disbelieve them when they tell 
you, in the aftermath of an event that has 
drawn 25,000 spectators, that they have 
lost money. But you may not chose to 
disbelieve them when they say they will 
no longer make the tracks available for 
motorcycle road racing. Tracks become 
unavailable for one reason: income does 
not match outgo. The industry, which runs 
the AMA, has been curiously effective in 
selling that august assembly on the merits 
of long race weekends. Well and good 
forthe participants and the factory teams, 
who have convinced themselves the more 
practice the better. If the track operator 
goes along with it he has to pay three 
days of expenses out of a one-day crowd, 
and often the additional two days neatly 
absorb what might have been a tidy 
profit—or at least an encouraging one. 
Why? Because, as one industry wheel told 
me, ‘‘We always tried to get long road 
race weekends because there were so 
few road races.” Now there really are very 
few road races, and those long weekends 
may have had more than a little to do with 
it. Fact: all factories race to win. Fact: 
all factories feel they can do better with 
more development time than with less. 
Fact: all factories do about the same 
amount ef development work (although 
some do it more effectively than others). 
Fact: the time a given factory spends on 
a track prior to a given event seldom alters 
the outcome of that event, even if the 
outcome is delivered at a slightly higher 
velocity. (Example: Kawasaki and Suzuki 
spent lap after lap warming up for Ontario 
in 1974. Carruthers, Romero and Co. ar- 





rived late in the week and took part in 
only the official practice sessions. Ya- 
maha finished 1-2-3.) Fact: generally 
speaking, Roberts or Romero or Sheene 
or Aldana or Evans will only beat you 
worse the more practice you give them, 
and if all of them have the same amount 
of practice none of them has an advan- 
tage over the others based upon time 
exposed to a given race track. 

So if a lot of practice serves to wear 
out parts and tires, causes the good guys 
to beat the less-good guys worse than 
they would have otherwise, jacks up the 
expenses of the track operator and has 
no bearing on the final outcome, who 
needs it? Motorcycle racing is show-biz. 
The teams and the riders are the players, 
and the track operators are the theatre 
bosses. If motorcycle acts can’t put on 
the kind of show the bosses consider 
rewarding both artistically and financially, 
then other acts will be signed and we'll 
get the hook. If the operators want one- 
day shows, then they should get one-day 
shows. Purses will either stay the same 
or go higher (remember, there's less 
overhead to siphon off revenues), we'll 
get invited back on a more regular basis, 
privateer tire bills will go down and our 
riders will learn how to get with the pro- 
gram quickly. 

| am not advocating a system whereby 
the promoters have total authority. But as 
things stand now the promoters can do 
our sport total harm (by closing their 
gates) or total good (by opening them and 
paying cash money to the riders); yet they 
have little representation at the AMA 
competition level or in any of the rules 
committees. An adversary relationship is 
maintained between the representatives 
of the participants and the track people; 
that'd be swell if one group was by nature 
apt to rip off the other. Such is not neces- 
sarily the case here. The racers, the team 
honchos, the promoters, the involved 
factories, the track owners: they're all in 
it together, hopefully to make a buck. The 
new rules structure and the new clas- 
sifications, assuming all is not already 
lost, should help immeasureably in stimu- 
lating road racing in the United States. 
Further, and useful, stimulation could 
come if the track people were invited into 
the sanctum sanctorum of Westerville. 
They won't steal the furniture, | promise. 

—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 
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BELL—SUPER MAGNUM 
The new Super Magnum is safer, 
ШЫ and quieter than Magnum 
"|". Featuring a new ear-neck 
padded roll for greater protection 
on or off the track. With a full 
fiberglass shell and polystyrene 
nner the Super Magnum exceeds 
all Snell ‘70, DOT, 280.1 standards 
for safety. Weighing only 38 OZ., 
the Super Magnum comes in silver 
or white. Sizes 6-1/2 to 7-1/2. 

$45.00 












“HANG-TEN” BOOT SOCKS 
Do your feet get hot and sweaty? 
These socks are made for wear 
with any boots. Cotton and syn- 
thetic fiber provide maximum ab- 
ERUNT and “breathing” without 
bulk. Yet warm enough for the 
coldest riding weather. 20” high, 
in grey with lime green top. 

Pr. $2.95 



















NGK SPARKPLUGS 
Order by mail and save! Original 
plugs on: Honda and other leading 
motorcycles. Send original МСК 
number—or make and model of 
your bike and we'll send correct 
plug. Sold only in boxes of ten. 
Standard NGK Plugs $8.90/box 
B8 HC & B9 HC 

special for Yamaha$12.50/box 


(Racing & “V” Gold-Palladium 
plugs not included in offer.) 



























“DYNAMITE” DENIMS 
Latest style for motocross, enduro 
or trail riding. Heavy duty denim 
has special knee and side padding, 
sewn on belt. Great for gals, too. 
Order by waist size 22" qud 








ELASTIC KIDNEY BELT 
Support your kidneys and: back! 
A must for trail, touring or com- i 
petition. Durable, stretch-elastic z 

construction with steel spring CORONA TOURING BAG 
stays, chrome snaps. In black, Small packages and personal ef- 
sizes 28" thru 38". $8.50 fects no longer need to be a 
problem when you have this handy 
touring bag. Strap on  arrange- 




























CB750 OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 
Why take chances? This little 






















ment allows instant removal. tor gauge tells you your oil pressure 
use as a small ''carry-all" bag. instantly, can save you costly 
Completely waterproof, hasa lock repairs. Simple five minute instal- 
zipper and is 12" x 9" x S". lation, no special tools needed. 
Black Vinyl $21.95 For all Honda CB750's. $12.95 
Brown Canvas $21.50 = 




















ENGINE-TO-TIRE PUMP КІТ 
Flat tires ао happen—so don't 





SANGHORNE LACE E BOOTS fag get caught without tnis handy 


MOTOCROSS GLOVES - T tire pump. Small, compact and 
Protect your hands and knuckles! ? Poot. dust tne Йе road use M fits easily into any bike tool kit. 
Ideal for woods, enduro and i X Full length lace-up for snug calf Simply remove sparkplug, screw 
motocross. Sewn-on rubber strips : = and ankle support. Ру high, heavy adaptor in plug hole, connect to 
Protect back of hands and fingers. $ duty leather construction with valve stem and kick- your engine 

ough, yet supple genuine leather reinforced toe and heel. In solid over. Multi-cylinder engines can 


and the finest of black. “D” width. Sizes 7 thru 12. be run to provide pumping power 


















materials 










throughout, elastic wristband. Smooth sole/heel 38.95 from deactivated cylinder. Kit 
Sizes 5, M, L, Cleated sole tee 39:85 contains adaptors for 10, 12 & 
Leather Palm, 14mm sparkplugs. $6.25 





XL. 

/Denim Back $6.95 
All Leather, Unlined 8.95 
All Leather, Fully Lined $10.95 
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(www OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 


“Rub A-Way" NATIONAL MAIL ORDER. WAREHOUSE 
ry Hand Cleaner 608 W: 57th St, New York, М.Ү. 10019 


with any 
order by mail or come on over 


$10.00 Purchase 
Use this handy coupon to order any of the quality accessories shown on this page. 
Send your order to our national mail order warehouse (above) or if you are in the | 



















1 container 
Fabulous 
“Cycle Brite” 
motorcycle polish 

+ 1 tube “Rub-A-Way” 


with any NAME 
$20.00 Purchase ADDRESS 


(а $4.00 Value) CITY/STATE/ZIP 


1 “Chainmate” 


area of any one of our Outrider stores listed below, come on over. Over 1,000 
items in stock. All merchandise is fully guaranteed. 


WEATHERKING COVERS 
Ger ummer уйе; spring or ЧАП Lubricator Kit 
rotect your chrome and pain + ite” i 
finish against rain, snow, sun, dirt ч Cycle Brite v» polish 
and dust. Cover slips neatly over 2 E “Rub-A-Way” Cleaner 
your bike гапа Toras compar ny E with any 
when not in use. Durable, viny рас 530.00 Ригсһаѕе 
backed cloth, waterproof, fire re- S Е 
sistant. j ар (а $10.00 Value) 
Over Handlebar Covers: 
Hp to350cc 
350cc & up 
Over Windshield Cover: 






























Add $2.00 for postage & handling New York residents add 7% state sales ^l 


Money Order LI Check EN 


Send 91,00 for Master Charge J] $20.00 Minimum on Charge Orders 


our all new 





















5 босс сир ues catalog. Credit Card No. Expiration Date 
ver Sissy Bar Cover: ree with any EAST COAST SOUTHEAST WEST COAST 
ie пае) $10.00 order) 608 W. 57th Street 85 N.E. 167th Street 10545 W. Pico Blvd. 


New York, N.Y. 10019 N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 Los Angeles, Calif. 90064 
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Maverick Tourer 


| have a 1970 Suzuki AC-50 Maverick 
which has logged an incredible 14,250 
miles without any major problems, just 
regular maintenance and tune-ups. Ev- 
erywhere | go people stare in amazement 
on how new the bike looks and then their 
eyes pop out when they look at the 
speedometer. Over the years my weight 
has increased (I'm 19), as has the top 
speed decreased from 57 mph to around 
45 mph. My little green 50 is still running 
strong and | will continue to run it until 
it dies—whenever that may be. 
Max Fink 
Mandeville, Louisiana 


DIN OF INEQUITY 

In reference to your editorial, Cycle, 
June, 1975: that was one Editorial | was 
glad to see! Sorry anyone had to experi- 
ence what ya'll did that Sunday, yet, glad 
it happened to someone who could print 
& circulate it and maybe make a few 

nitwits realize they were/are nitwits. 
Michael Gibbs 
Ranborne, Ala. 


| couldn't agree with you more about 
the few (possibly many) inconsiderate 
motorcyclists that seem happiest when 
they are either making too much noise 
or tearing up the land. The first paragraph 
ofthe editorial is superb. While most cycle 
publications are busy berating the Sierra 
Club, the BLM and others trying to protect 
the land from abuse, it is about time that 
someone realized that there is a reason 
behind their actions. | hope that the few 
inconsiderate off-road enthusiasts get 
their act together before | find that | can 
no longer drive my Metralla on twisty 
mountain roads due to reactionary laws. 
Herb Levitin 

Goleta, California 


YAMABLUES 
The pictoor of the Ahamay on page 85 
of the June issue is reelly out o'state. 
Keep up da good wurk. 
Freek 
Dallas, Texas 


Shame on you! As 1 read your April 
issue (page 94), you gave the "typo- 
graphical error of the period" award to 
"Cycle World" for misspelling the name 
of Yamaha. They misspelled it 'YAHAMA" 
on the cover of their issue. Well folks, 
they're not the only ones who did. | have 
been reading and collecting "Cycle" 
magazine since 1962. It took me only a 
few minutes to dig out “Cycle,” August, 
1962. In that issue, on pages 3-5, there 
6 








is a road test on the new Yamaha YDS2. 

In this road test, good old “Cycle” mis- 

spelled Yamaha throughout the entire 

article exactly the same way as “Cycle 
World,” but you did it five times! 

Tom Starbuck 

Newbury Park, California 


BIAS 

In the November, 1974 issue of Cycle 
Magazine Cook Neilson presented in his 
weekly column an essay entitled “Bias.” 
May 1 now be permitted as one of the 
many "little guys” out in your readership, 
to submit a few of my own biases and 
prejudices regarding motorcycling? 

1 am especially prejudiced against the 
profound ignorance that pervades the 
motorcycling experience. Gordon Jen- 
nings hit upon an almost charming facet 
of this ignorance in “Basics: Motorcycle 
Mythology." The owner of the new two- 
stroke encounters one of the most galling 
manifestations of it when his dealer ad- 
monishes him to 'keepthe revs up around 
seven thousand” to cure a plug fouling 
malady. And who among us has not been 
exposed to that Scylla and Charybdis that 
torments every prospective biker: the two 
cycle vs. four cycle controversy. Will it 
never die? It hasn't here in Oklahoma. 

A few months ago a stranger accosted 
me as | prepared to saddle up my R-5. 
We began to talk about motorcycles and 
it wasn't long before he allowed that sure, 
two-cycles were great performers butthey 
wouldn't last 10,000 miles. As he made 
this observation he glanced at my odom- 
eter. It indicated at the time that slightly 
more than 21,000 miles of pavement had 
rolled under my Yamaha. He didn't bat 
an eye. Moments later he asserted that 
you couldn't drive a two-stroke to Okla- 
homa City without its overheating. | ex- 
plained that | had, the previous summer, 
ridden better than 1,800 miles in a four 
day trip through Colorado, Kansas, and 
New Mexico without experiencing me- 
chanical breakdown. | don't think he 
heard me. 

Ignorance assumes another guise in 
the old line that motorcycles provide sen- 
sible, economical transportation—‘‘just 
pennies!” | have ridden 37,500 miles on 
small-bore motorcycles; my wife can add 
another 13,000 to that figure. Several 
close friends own or have owned a Mach 
lll, a CB-175, a CL-350, and a CB-750, 
among others. One even owned an elderly 
BSA Lightening Rocket. Some of them 
have their bikes serviced by the dealer- 
ship, as | once did; some perform their 
own maintenance work, as | do now about 


ninety per cent of the time. From what 
| know of our experiences, | contend that 
anyone who thinks he can ride a bike for 
a pittance is stricken with the most pa- 
thetic sort of misapprehension. 

For example, let us say a rider wishes 
to do most of his own maintenance work. 
If, like my treasured R-5, his machine is 
blessed with mechanical simplicity, he will 
still need, at a minimum, the following 
tools—and these among others: sets of 
open-end and box-end wrenches, a set 
of feeler gauges, a selection of screw- 
drivers, a set of sockets with rachet and 
extensions. Price these items nowadays! 
And don’t forget to buy a dial indicator 
(the official Yamaha version costs 
$39.95), a torque wrench at roughly 
$15.00, and an impact driver at, say, 
$10.00. 

What about parts? Each of the two 
breaker points in my R-5's ignition layout 
costs $5.04. A quality drive chain costs 
$17.50 plus tax and won't last much more 
than 10-12 thousand miles even if it is 
assiduously lubricated and adjusted. The 
parts necessary for a top-end overhaul 
demand roughly sixty dollars, and it is a 
lucky and thoughtful rider who can take 
a set of pistons past 15,000 miles, even 
if he rides a CL-350 like the friend who 
sneered when my first bike, a Kawasaki 
Samurai, broke a piston ring at 8,700 
miles (the friend finally had a piston disin- 
tegrate at 4,000 r.p.m. one day a little past 
the 13,000 mile mark). 

So much for the prejudices. | am slightly 
biased when it comes to RD-series Ya- 
mahas and especially biased in favor of 
the CB-750 Honda, which | still regard 
as the best all-round everyman’s bike ever 
made. Do | perceive that some manufac- 
turers sometimes make the serviceability 
of their machines a high priority consid- 
eration (witness the RD-series Yamahas 
and even the KZ-400 Kawasaki)? If they 
do, number this sort of thing among my 
biases. 

| enjoy Cycle's informative road tests— 
right down to the mechanical dissection 
and cranky empiricism. | harbor a warm 
bias for the articles of Gordon Jennings. 
They may be a little stratospheric for the 
mechanic who labors in the shade of the 
backyard elm, but Jennings elevates 
technical writing to an art form. 

Finally, | like Cycle Magazine as a 
whole. It is a class publication—the only 
class periodical of its type in the realm 
of American motorcycling. 

Jim B. McDaniel 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
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_ And Ready for Immediate Delivery 


CAST ALLOY 


WHEELS 


The road show you've been waiting for is here—and 
you're going to be the star. Sleek, modern, aluminum- 
alloy wheels from Lester. Next to these, wire spoke wheels 
are kid stuff. But looks are only half the story. Their 
construction is superb. Sophisticated 1-реат design. 
Rugged alloy, heat-treated to. aircraft specifications. And 
the mounting's a breeze—you need no adaptors, disc: 
brake conversion kits or special fittings. Wheels include 
original equipment type bearings... and they’re 

` engineered for tubeless tires. 
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SST’s 

"Right On" to Mike Fields (‘‘Backfires,”’ 
June, 1975 Letters), John Ulrich, and 
Cycle! Backfiring is where it’s at. Today’s 
real biker, the guy who's out here really 
riding, knows this. It was only a matter 
of time before the bike media would sit 
up from its crouch over its phony cafe- 
racers and take notice. Wouldn't you 
know that Cycle, so often the pioneer, 
would be the first to give nation-wide 
legitimacy to the most exciting thing in 
motor culture since playing chicken? 

Right here in Chicago our own club, 
the SSTs, is into its second season of 
backfiring. It's true liberation for the biker, 
especially in these hard times. You don't 
need fancy tires or a fairing; almost any 
old bike will do (in fact you hardly need 
to know how to ride!) 

We've discovered a bunch of neat 
things, a couple of which l'Il pass on, for 
those folks still trying to fumble their way 
out of their hotsy-totsy zip-back gloves. 
Here in Chi-town most blocks have alleys, 
real narrow ones. Well, it didn't take much 
to see the potentiai there! We've done 
all three stories of windows of many 
buildings. Hell, we even blew an aluminum 
garage door through its frame and molded 
it right into the grille of a Buick parked 
inside. But a real gas is to pool some 
bucks and buy a couple of large picture- 
window panes and set them up on a 
country road at night, three-four feet 
apart, on either side of the center-line and 
parallel to the direction of travel. It's too 
complicated to actually time people—just 
Sort of agree to come through at at least 
eighty. You'd be surprised how difficult 
the timing is! It may take hours before 
someone will shatter the glass. But we 
all get off on just sitting around listening 
and watching the backfires, until a rider 
gets it just right. And then, of course, 
there's the whole question of whether 
he's going to actually make it between 
the two pieces of glass. For rider and 
spectator alike the suspense is terrific. 
Imagine an old CH, say with fairly loose 
races in the fork head, thundering up the 
road, its headlight beam weaving back 
and forth. Then, as it's almost on top of 
you, its rider hits the kill-button and sud- 
denly everything is eerie-dark and still. 
Will it make it? Or at least miss the glass? 
Then, KA-BOOM! The world simply ex- 
plodes with light and sound. And, wow, 
if he does get the glass!! Once you've 
experienced it, you'll find your MV Agusta 
"fire-engine" wail about as stirring as an 
Audubon bird call. We find that this makes 
a swell club event, as it's fun for non- 
competitors to watch. It makes a nice 
wrap-up after a day of “touring” the back 
alleys of small towns. It's probably a good 
idea to keep it kind of special. After all, 
if you let your imagination run, there's 
hardly a shortage of backfiring activities. 

As far as equipment is concerned, 
there's really not much to it. Most newer 
machines come with kill-switches, and 
many dealers can install them. One tip 
concerns ear-plug use: Don't fool around 
with those cheap drugstore items—go 
down to your gun shop and tie into some 





good quality ear-plugs, the kind used by 
target shooters. None of the SST's has 
suffered any permanent eardrum damage 
since we got on to these. A must! 

And, hey, don't knock it 'til you've tried 
it. All the recent media hype about noise 
pollution has created a natural climate for 
backfiring. It's a little like the thrill that 
runs through you when, having years ago 
cured yourself of littering, you just for a 
change crumple that empty cigarette 
pack and kind of lob it into a clean gutter. 
Like you don't have to be a criminal to 
get into it—just being a citizen these days 
makes backfiring pretty compelling. 

Thanks again for your coverage of cy- 
cling's newest, far-out trend. Our club has 
approached promoters and glass compa- 
nies for sponsorship of competition here 
in the Midwest, and we will keep you 
posted on these developments. I'm sure 
you'll want to be first, too, to cover the 
world's first backfiring competition. I'll bet 
you're already planning one of those rig- 
orous and thorough Cycle Comparison 
Tests of the backfiring performance of 
popular machines; we've got a few opin- 
ions, but let's hear from the experts! 

Bruce Murray Finlayson 
Chicago, Illinois 


GOOD TRIUMPH, BAD HONDA 

Won't anyone come to the defense of 
the modern British motorcycle? It seems 
as though every issue of each bike maga- 
zine has a few jabs aimed at them. Like 
Cook (Kook?) Neilson's March Editorial, 
wherein he moans about "Lucas electrics 
and... Triumph gaskets.” Granted, older 
British bikes were sometimes beset by 
such maladies, but haven't any of you 
owned a new British bike any time in the 
past five years? 

I'm riding my third Triumph. My first bike 
was a 1968 650 TR6R. l've also had a 
'71 Bonneville, and a '74 750 Trident, 
which | am riding now. Between the Bon- 
neville and Trident, | had a '73 CB750 
Honda. The TR6 had 35,000 miles on it 
when | destroyed it in a crash. The Bon- 
neville had 21,000 miles on it when it was 
stolen. The TR6 leaked oil and ate a few 
light bulbs. The electrical wires were too 
short in places and sometimes pulled off 
the ignition switch connectors at ill-timed 
moments. The Bonneville leaked less oil, 
but still ate bulbs. But neither of them, 
in spite of the abuse | heaped upon them 
through ignorance and enthusiasm, ever 
broke anything that cost more than $10.00 
for the dealer to fix. 

The Honda, by contrast, went through 
two sets of fork seals in 8,000 miles. The 
head gasket sprang a leak, which cost 
a bunch to fix and spilled lots of oil all 
over in the meantime. Tuneups cost me 
an arm and a leg. Something went wrong 
with the shifter mechanism that took two 
months for my dealer to get parts for. On 
the dealer end of things, | never saw the 
same mechanic twice in his service de- 
partment, and none of those kids ever got 
the tning to run right at our altitude. 

| sold the Honda after a year, and 
bought the Trident which | now own. In 


(Continued on page 114) 
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hatever you ride—you'll look better and ride safer with a 
little help from your nearby Harley-Davidson dealer. 
Put yourself in the picture, with style, as you move out in our 
sleek-fitting Apache leathers. Or practical zip-front vests. Then try 
on that black leather town coat. Class! 
Choose from our line of rugged, specially reinforced riding boots 
and top it off with one of our many distinctively designed helmets 
from half-shell to full face. All kinds of goggles, too. 
For wind and weather protection, plus superb styling, there's 
the Liberator fairing 
designed exclusively Jd = ; ` s 
for the Electra Glide by ; I D ud Zu 
the Vetter Fairing | 
Company. 


More leathers? 
Beautifully tailored Cavalier jackets and pants. Or our 
new, sky-blue Sierra pigskin shirts and pants. 
That's just part ofthe picture of what Harley-Davidson has 
waiting for you. More clothes, equipment and accessories 
than any other motorcycle manufacturer. See it all at your 
ЕЕ] local Harley-Davidson dealer. Then, happy riding. 
For those who à; 
demand the best... 


AMF 5 
Harley-Davidson 
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«Why spring for a BMW? 
It's the greatest touring machine you can buy. 
No matter what you call touring.” 


Most guys think the man on the left is 
the standard BMW rider. (He's actually Al 
Reduce, a builder from Guttenberg, N.J.) He 
rides BMW because it's reliable, smooth, 
comfortable. 

The surprise to most guys is that the 
man on the right is also a BMW rider (That's 
Reg Pridmore, cycle shop owner, Goleta, СА.) 
Reg rides BMW because it's smooth, reliable, 
and goes like hell. Fast enough to win major 
American production races against some of the 
hottest bike/rider combos around. Surely a 
different kind of riding from the type we're 
known for. 

How can the BMW be both a great 
tourer, and a great racer? Because it's built to 
our unique design concept: the cycle should be 
built light for handling and performance, simple 
for reliability, and assembled with extreme care. 
Out of this concept came our powerful, yet 


robust flat twin engine, and our legendary 
comfortable ride and shaft drive. And we stick 
to this concept in everything. Call it our German 
thoroughness, if you want. We at BMW have al- 
ways called it the only way to make a motorcycle. 
For example, we not only hand weld our 
frames, but use a unique optical sighting jig to 
з align the steering head 
precisely. Only two men in 
our factory are cleared to use 
that jig. And the number 
stamped on each frame is 
coded to the man who 
aligned it. You can bet he 
makes sure it's perfect. 
Of course, a frame 
m КЕР ШШ its painted. And we want it to 
stay painted. So we sand blast our frames 
with a very expensive quartz and steel mixture 
to peen the surface, phosphate it for cleanup, 





undercoat, then enamel and bake. The paint 
we spray on will stay on. 

The hand striping ona BMW is exactly 
that. And the ladies who 
wield the brush take 
pride in their art. So 
much so that they 
usually sign their paint- 
ings. Under the tank. 

We take steps 

= you cant see, too. Like 
the REGE and expensive AL-FIN metal- 
lurgical process. We wanted the heat 
conductivity of aluminum for our fins. Yet 
needed tough iron cylinder bores. Problem is, 
when you put the two together, an oxidation 
layer forms that slows the heat transfer. AL-FIN 
allows us to create а molecularly integrated 
head. So the bike runs cool, and trouble-free. 
Handling depends on weight. So we use 
only alloy rims. They're expensive, but they're 
lighter: giving a BMW less unsprung weight. 
Handling. The calipers on most bikes are 
.mounted ahead of the fork. It's the easiest, 















cheapest way. But it isn't 
the best way. The best way 
is with the caliper behind 
the fork. Because it puts 
the weight closer to the steer- |" 
ing axis, so it steers easier. 

AL: "Okay, that's 
what makes BMW a fine 
machine. But what makes it great to own is that 
you just know you can get on it anytime, and 
just go. Anywhere. No worries 

REG: "Well, isnt that what motorcycling s 
all about?" 

See the entire BMW line at your local 
dealer Look for him in the Yellow Pages. U.S. 
Importer: Butler & Smith Inc., Norwood, N.J. 
07648/Compton, CA. 90220. In Canada, BMW 
Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario, 
Canada. European delivery 
plans available. 


Bavarian MotorWorks — 


50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles. 
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Tips 


A Footplug? 


Here's a tip for all those lucky and 
proud owners of Harley-Davidson TX- 
125s: When you like to carry one or two 
extra spark plugs, the best place to carry 
them is in the footpegs. 

Don't laugh. The pegs are made of 
tubular steel, and covered with a rubber 
casing. Remove the casing with a large 
pair of pliers and you have a tube just 
the right size, in length and diameter, to 
accommodate a spark plug. 

To keep the spark plug from being 
damaged by vibration, wrap both ends 
lightly with duct tape. You can insure 
against the rubber casing coming off by 
drilling a small hole through both casing 
and footpeg just above the point where 
the peg is bolted on, and inserting a cotter 
pin through the holes. 

Mike Flint 
Thompson, Pennsylvania 


ENDING A MESSY AFFAIR 
| have found that timing Honda 175s, 
3505, 4505, etc., can be a messy affair. 
To prevent oil from splashing all over the 
floor and yourself, get an extra timing 
cover to fit your bike and cut a one-inch 
hole in the cover directly over the timing 
marks. With the windowed cover in place, 
you can use a timing light to check the 
ignition setting with the engine running 
without getting an oil bath. 
Billy Barron 
Leesville, Texas 


ECONOSAKI S2 

The Kawasaki S2 emerged in 1972 as 
a sort of mini-superbike, following the H1 
and H2 big triples. Its characteristics can 
be described as terrific and terrible. Per- 
formance and handling are terrific; fuel, 
oil and spark plug consumption are terri- 
ble. Despite this, the S2 can be adapted 
to give acceptable commuter/touring 
service with minimal work and expense. 
My own S2, an early 1972 model, now 
does an average of 300 miles a week at 
40 mpg of gasoline, 1000 miles per quart 
of oil, 3000 to 4000 miles on a set of spark 
plugs and requires only one hour of 
maintenance time each week. Here's 
what | did: 

Most S2 riders report mileage in the 
high 20-mpg to low 30-mpg range. Close 
attention to the article on Mikuni carbure- 
tors in a previous issue of Cycle will be 
of help here. The pilot jets can be reduced 
one or two sizes, depending on the indi- 
vidual machine. With the proper pilot jet 
sizes, the engine should idle within 200 
to 400 rpm of hot idle speed during 
warm-up. My S2, when adjusted for the 
proper hot idle speed, had its idle bypass 
12 


Screws out 4% turns instead of the rec- 
ommended 1 % turns. Switching to smaller 
pilot jets changed the bypass screw set- 
ting to 1% turns, and improved fuel econ- 
omy by 2-3 mpg. 

Metering at higher speeds is another 
matter. The main jet-needle taper gives 
a fairly linear fuel flow response to throttle 
opening, mid-range, but moving the 
needle down a notch for a leaner mixture 
produces a lean spot between 3500-4800 
rpm. Experimentation with jet needles will 
get you closer to an optimum balance 
between performance and economy. My 
S2 is now getting 38-40 mpg and still runs 
fast enough to embarrass larger ma- 
chines with its acceleration. 

Setting the S2's oil pump by the book 
results in excessive oil consumption and 
plug fouling. Changing the oil pump link- 
age to reduce the delivery rate is simple 
but careful experimentation is the only 
way to arrive at the right setting. | reduced 
the pump stroke until | was getting 
800-1000 miles per quart, or a computed 
fuel/oil ratio of 80:1 to 100:1. This ratio 
seems to give adequate lubrication while 
reducing plug fouling at low speeds and 
smoke-screen generating when riding 
fast. If you spend a lot of time riding fast 
you will need more oil. 

The Kawasaki S2 eats spark plugs; and 
though the changes already mentioned 
will help plug life, the most important thing 
is to avoid leaded fuels. The new lead-free 
gasolines are of low octane and some 
adjustment of ignition timing may be 
needed if they are used. But they don't 
build fouling deposits on spark plugs. 
Unleaded fuel should extend plug life at 
least four-fold. Champion Gold Palladium 
plugs, or their NGK equivalent, will last 
longer than regular plugs and also aid 
starting in below-freezing temperatures. 

Among other things to be said about 
the S2, there seems to be a basic incom- 
patibility between the front suspension 
and the stock Yokohama front tire. The 
tire performs well but is very flexible, and 
it lets the front end oscillate at around 
30 mph. This doesn't really effect han- 
dling but is annoying. You could switch 
to another tire but it also helps to reduce 
the inflation pressure to about 20 psi. 
Higher tire pressures, above recom- 
mended, help reduce the oscillation but 
handling and ride are adversely affected. 

Changing rear tire size from the stock 
3.50-18 to 4.00-18 reduces engine speed 
in top gear by about 10 per cent, and 
gives a comfortable and economical 
5000-5500 rpm at legal cruising speeds. 

Concerning accessories: the S2 was 
produced in three models—early 1972, 





late 1972 and 1973. Finding accessories 
for the 1972 models can be a nightmare 
but items for the 1974 H2 bolt on with 
little or no fuss at all. 


Allen R. Gale 
Nashua, New Hampshire 


A PUNCH IN THE GASKET 

After two trips to the friendly local cycle 
dealer for assorted engine gaskets at 
$1.84 each, | made one trip to the local 
bargain discount store where a single 
dollar buys a whacking great roll of gasket 
material suitable for sealing many, many 
Side covers, valve covers, etc. With a little 
practice | got good at cutting the pesky 
things out of blank material with a single- 
edge razor blade. The only thing is, a 
razor isn't much good for doing those 
neat 6mm holes the case screws pass 
through. 

But then, stuffed in the back of my kid 
brother's junk drawer, | found a hole 
punch of the type theoretically for making 
notebook items out of class handouts and 
usually employed in the making of cheap 
lace paper. This punch makes a hole so 
close to the size needed for those case 
screws that | envisioned a horde of little 
Japanese ladies in a back room some- 
where with a heap of hole-less gaskets 
coming in one door and properly 
punched, factory sanctified oil stoppers. 

J. E. Zeman 
College Station, Texas 


CHAIN CHANGE 

Why do something the hard way if a 
simpler, less time-consuming method can 
be used. 

1 have a thing about running a clean 
chain on my bike at all times, but until 
| purchased a spare chain | occasionally 
would put off the cleaning and oiling 
operation longer than was wise. 

Now | have two chains, and a way of 
managing the clean/lube operation that 
makes it all easier and better. | pull the 
bike up on its center stand, and turn the 
rear wheel until the master link comes into 
position near the bottom of the sprocket. 
The end of the spare chain is then mas- 
ter-linked to the dirty one, and fed around 
both sprockets, which gets the fresh, 
clean chain in place without having to 
remove covers or chain guards. You finish 
the job by tossing the dirty chain in the 
soaker and adjusting the in-service chain 
for slack. The switch goes really fast, and 
the dirty chain gets plenty of time to soak 
clean before it is oiled and goes back on. 

Paul Brumbaugh 

North Versailles, Pennsylvania 
(Continued on page 28) 
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Our cigarette 
is More. 


ACTUAL LENGTH. 
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Put your cigarette against it. 


Compare your cigarette to 
ours and you'll find that ours is 
More. The first 120 millimeter 
cigarette. More in every way ex- 
cept price. 

Long, lean and burnished 
brown, More has more style. It 
has more flavor. It has more. 
Over 50% more puffs than a 
100mm cigarette. Yet More 
doesn’t cost more. 

And whether you smoke reg- 
ular or menthol cigarettes, you 
can get more going for you. Be- 
cause both More and More Men- 
thol deliver quality like you’ve 
never experienced before. 

They smoke slower and draw 
easy for more enjoyment. They’re 
more flavorful. Yet they’re sur- 
prisingly mild. 

They’re More. 

More and More Menthol. 
They sit neat in your hand like 
they were made for it and fit your 
face like they found a home. 


The first 120mm cigarette 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


CIGARETTES 
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Filter, Menthol: 21 mg. “tar”, 1.6 mg. nicotine—av. per cigarette by FTC method. 











500 MILES FROM HOME, 98' IN THE SHADE, 
PASSING A TRUCK GOING UPHILL--WITHOUT DOWNSHIFTING. 
THAT'S WHAT LIQUID COOLING DOES FOR THE GT-750. 


The Suzuki GT-750 is everything 
you could ask for in a touring machine. 
Powerful. Quiet. Smooth. And reliable. 

And it's all because the GT-750 
keeps its cool when a lot of other tour- 
ing machines are losing theirs. 


Yes, that's a radiator. 


The GT-750 uses a pressurized 
cooling system just like a car. Radiator, 
water pump, thermostat and overflow 
tank. 

Coolant pumps through water 
jackets that completely surround the 
cylinders. Cooling is uniform. Operat- 
ing temperatures are constant. And 
heat distortion is held to a minimum. 


More power, less wear and tear. 


Since there's less heat distortion, 
piston to cylinder tolerances are 
closer. You get better compression. 
Less piston “slap”. 


This year's GT-750 has more. 


compression than ever, and more 
power than ever— a full 70 horses at 
6,500 rpm. More power to begin with. 
And more power after hours on the 
open highway. 
You can talk to the 
guy next to you. 


The GT-750 is very quiet for its 
size. There's very little piston noise. 
And what noise there is, is muffled by 


Ride safely; wear a helmet, eye protection, and appropriate riding apparel. 
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the water jackets. 
It's amazing how much nicer a 
ride is when your ears aren't ringing. 


Other innovations, too. 


Liquid cooling isn't the only inno- 
vation on the GT-750. Check the dual 
hydraulic front disc brakes. Two fingers 
bring you to a firm, sure stop. No fad- 
ing. No pull one way or the other. 

A special synchronized linkage 
keeps all three Mikuni BS40 carbure- 
tors locked in tune. 

An electronic digital gear indi- 
cator in the instrument panel shows you 
what gear you're in. So you 
don't have to search, guess, 
and lug away in the wrong 
gear. 

Electric starting. 5-way 
adjustable rear shocks. 4.5 
gallon gas tank. CCI, auto- 
matic oil injection. And a big, 
comfortable seat to keep your 
tailbone in good spirits. 


A reliable machine, 
a reliable warranty. 


Suzuki warrants all 
internal parts of the cylin- 
der head, block, trans- 
mission case and oil 
pump for 12 months, or 
12,000 miles. All you 
have to do is comply with 


Owner's Manual instructions: mail 
registration to Suzuki within 48 hours 
and pay for routine service checks 
from an authorized dealer at 750, 
2,000 and every 2,000 miles there- 
after. 

When you have a product as reli- 
able as the GT-750, it's easy to give it £ 
a long warranty. We have. And we do. je 


U.S. Suzuki Motor 
Corp., Dept. 4064, $ 
Santa Fe Springs, | 


California 90670. S¥ZUKHe 
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Ocean-Hoppers 


9 In April when South American Johnny 
Cecotto leveled the pride of Europe's 
Grand Prix racers, North American Kenny 
Roberts—another upsetter of European 
equilibrium—was being tipped as a world 
championship contender in 1976. It is not 
certain if the conjecture was sparked by 
a remark Roberts passed, or was height- 
ened by wishful anticipation, or arose 
from fear of an American takeover, or 
resulted from idle rumor-mongering. The 
Transatlantic switch, if and when it 
comes, will presumably be a joint Rob- 
erts/ Yamaha decision. 

Yamaha would have to weigh the prob- 
able loss of direct AMA Grand National 
Championship publicity against the pos- 
sible feedback from the European 
events—and the highly dubious benefits 
of competing against themselves. For un- 
less the whole of European opinion is 
totally misinformed, Cecotto will race as 
a fully-backed factory rider before the end 
of the 1975 season. 

Whatever the future holds for Roberts, 
there are Yankees who would like to 
compete in Europe, if only to demonstrate 
that American all-rounders can deal with 
the European pavement specialists. And 
that supposition is strictly in accord with 
expert European observation. 

The numerous British post-mortems on 
the Anglo-American Match Races all 
agreed, to wit: that American talent, 
honed scalpel-sharp on miles and half- 
miles, fully compensates for any lack of 
“риге” roadracing opportunities. More- 
over, those flat-track skills were mani- 
festly demonstrated on wet English road 
racing circuits. Ergo, American competi- 
tors are racing motorcyclists, per se. 

Had the British, or anybody else, dared 
mention such ideas in the 1960s, derision 
would have thundered around their ears. 
In those days, Europeans smugly ac- 
cepted the incantation that they were 
one-hundred-times better racers than the 
Americans. On the other shore, Ameri- 
ca-firsters believed pernicious European 
roadracing would leave scars for life 
should it ever contaminate Americans. 
Transatlantic conceptions were not for 
trading or transplant. 

Nowadays ocean-hopping and trading 
is easy, at least іп the rulebooks. Although 
16 


FIM racing is perfectly legal in the AMA 
book, the incentives to "go European" 
hardly seem worth the bother. However, 
Europeans do expect an increasing 
number of visits by Kenny Roberts and 
Gary Scott to compete in selected GPs. 
So one day an American will perhaps take 
a world roadracing title, making the Euro- 
pean-based championships truly interna- 
tional in rider content. 

There is less chance of the classic 
meetings being spread around the globe. 
The Europeans remain implacably op- 
posed to relinquishing anything they hold, 
and countries from outside continents 
have not pressed into the GP organizer 
ranks. Japanese and South American 
dates long ago disappeared from the FIM 
calendar; and since the East German and 
Ulster GPs were axed, the classics be- 
came more than ever Western Euro- 
pean-mainland orientated. The concen- 
tration is not all that bad because 60,000 
to 125,000 spectator figures are assured 
(they could rise to 250,000). Therefore, 
the championships are self-financing. 

Adequate rider rewards are guaranteed 
by FIM decree and by horse-trading with 
the organizers. The FIM's minimum start- 
ing money figure is fixed by referring to 
the previous year's world championship 
points standings of the individual rider. 
Negotiations to raise the minimum to 
something nearer the rider's own estima- 
tion of his crowd-pulling worth aren't ex- 
actly renowned for creating organizer/ 
competitor rapport. 

Neither the FIM ruling nor the rider/or- 
ganizer hassles are calculated to lay a 
red-carpet entry for newcomers. So any 
American privateer considering the 
Euro-trip would be advised to think twice, 
or get some heavy sponsorship. The 
warning applies equally to the world 
championships and the FIM Formula 750 
Prize series. All European F750 rounds 
are in the hands of the Grand Prix organi- 
zational establishment. Entry accep- 
tances, and starting money rates in par- 
ticular, are conditional on riders being 
world championship regulars or members 
of works teams. One thing the regulars 
don't fear is under-employment. Hardly 
a weekend passes without a prestigious 
meeting somewhere in Europe. 


Before long, the FIM must deal with the 
overfilling of championship events. At 
present there are twelve meetings count- 
ing towards the world championships and 
nine European F750 rounds for riders 
chasing the FIM Prize. F750 has been 
deliberately segregated from the world 
championships because the FIM has stip- 
ulated that meetings must be 200 miles, 
either as straight 200-milers or as 2-x-100 
mile races. It'S widely accepted that F750 
will rank as another world championship 
class in 1976, equal in status with (but 
separated from) the traditional classic 
capacity classes (50, 125, 250, 350, 
500, and 500 sidecar). Assuming riders 
like Agostini will go for championships 
traditional and formula, and taking for 
granted that racing factories support 
both, then the FIM should seriously con- 
sider the launch of Operation Prune. 

A split-down-the-center division would 
be both logical and reasonable, with six 
traditional GPs and six F750 ''200s" sup- 
plying the interest and excitement. This 
would neither over-tax the riders nor 
over-stretch factory resources. Countries 
with established world championships 
could be offered the choice of tradition 
or formula. Supposing all—or a big ma- 
jority—favored F750, it would simply be- 
come the single unopposed world cham- 
pionship. It would result in a beautifully 
painless escape route from the FIM's 
multi-capacity dilemma. Unfortunately, 
nothing is quick in the wheeler- dealer 
FIM world where prevarication is king. 

Most people think Formula 750 will 
tread the upwards path; some say it's a 
certainty. But the FIM has fully mastered 
the art of the unpredictable and, through 
the Bureau Central, possesses the great- 
est aptitude for reversing the irreversible. 
The Bureau members are invested with 
almost limitless powers of veto. Presiden- 
tial authority amounts only the ambitions 
of that office's incumbent. For confirma- 
tion, there is no need to turn farther afield 
than this very column. 

Witness the Pipeline of September 1974 
(on the riders' strike and substandard 
safety precautions at the West German 
Grand Prix): "But the FIM cleared the 
riders and punished the organizers. The 

(Continued on page 22) 
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The nation is 200 next year. The Navy training in over seventy forward-looking 


is 200 this year. fields. 

We were serving America even before Work that stretches the mind as well 
it was America. as the muscles. 

Which says a lot about Navy spirit. A life-style charged with the excite- 
The spirit that keeps Navy men and ment of other places, other people. 


women just a little bit ahead of history. 
And enriches Navy life with an extra 
measure of challenge. Through career 


Get into the spirit. Join the Navy. 
Talk to your Navy Recruiter. 
Or call 800-841-8000. 


BUILD YOUR FUTURE ON A PROUD TRADITION 


We've looked fo the 
future for 200 years. 
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THE WIXOM 
FRAME-MOUNTED 
FAIRING 


IN TOURING 
COMFORT. aa 


For over ten years Wixom Brothers has 
been building the most thoroughly engi- 
neered frame-mounted fairings available 
for racing and special applications. Now. 
for your touring comfort and convenience. 
Wixom Brothers presents a new and 
beautiful frame-mounted touring fairing. 

Aerodynamically shaped to protect you 
and your passenger from wind and cold. 
Road tested and designed to improve the 
stability, handling and performance of your 
motorcycle. Executed in the finest materials 
for handsome finish and long life. The ulti. 
mate in touring comfort and convenience. 

The new Wixom frame-mounted fairing 
includes covered storage compartments. 
DOT-approved turnsignals and sidelights 
as standard equipment. It is entirely pre- 
wired and supplied with quick-connect loom 
and provision for additional accessories. 
Your have a choice of windscreens to suit 
your height. And. optional safety bars that 
plug into the handsome chrome mounting 
hardware are also available. 

The Wixom frame-mounted fairing is the 
latest addition to a complete line of sculp- 
tured fairings and matching travelcases 
and saddlebags known as The Wixom Sys- 
tem. When you've got the motorcycle. 
Wixom's got The System. 


“The Wixom System’ 
Send $1.00 for 1975 Catalog. 


WIXOM BROS., INC. 


1637 East Burnett Avenue 
Long Beach, California 90806 
(213) 426-0485 
CM-875 





PIPELINE Continued from page 16 


OMK (West German federation) was fined 
20,000 Swiss francs, and Kurt Bosch (or- 
ganizer-in-chief) was sent away in dis- 
grace, barred from all FIM activities until 
1975.” 

But almost coinciding with that particu- 
lar Cycle printing, the Bureau Central met 
and belatedly accepted Nurburgring's not 
guilty plea, thereupon setting aside the 
fine, clearing Herr Bosch, and carrying 
on as though nothing had happened— 
So long as it never happened again. 

Consider the Pipeline of March 1975 
(on the FIM excluding the Isle of Man TT 
from the 1976 world championships): ''In 
endorsing the riders' view, (on the inordi- 
nate perils inherent in the TT) the FIM 
issued unmistakable warnings to promot- 
ers of road circuit racing (on natural 
roads) that they were out of sympathy with 
modern thinking. Everybody knew the 
warnings were directed mainly at the Isle 
of Man Tourist Trophy Races. Other cir- 
cuits might be modified to meet the FIM 
safety requirements, but the 37%-mile 
Mountain Circuit could not be altered." 

The FIM’s last words on the TT’s fate 
were clear and unequivocal—you might 
think. But officials from the ACU and the 
loM traveled to Geneva to present their 
case for the retention of the TT. They 
carried lengthy documents printed in 
seven languages, projecting the TT as 
essential to the continuation of the FIM 
as a respected body. They recited the 
argument of tradition. Without man-size 
"real" (natural) road races like the TT, 
FIM roadracing would become emascu- 
lated speed-bowl stuff. They lobbied, 
twisted and entertained. They appeared 
victorious when the Road Racing Com- 
mission voted world champion status for 
the 1976 TT. But the jubilant winners had 
hardly clambered aboard their home- 
going aircraft when the Bureau Central 
reversed the Road Racing Commission's 
decision—or interpreted it to their own 
peculiar satisfaction. 

The TT had not been granted a clean 
bill of health for 1976. The Bureau Central 
members would personally look at the TT, 
and report their recommendations to the 
assembled FIM delegates in November. 
Fair enough, this was something like the 
FIM's original intention of allowing the 
ACU decent time to phase out the TT. 
If they didn't, then it would be axed. 

Now, you might believe that the FIM 
intended to retain the existing world 
championship structure, promote For- 
mula 750 to classic status, and let the 
TT rumpus slowly burn itself out. But this 
interpretation doesn't square with a re- 
markable policy statement from Nicholas 
Rodil Del Valle, the FIM President. If acted 
upon (assuming it says what | think it 
does) it could demolish the entire road- 
racing structure as we know it. 

His motives remain clouded. Maybe he 
was merely thinking aloud. Or possibly 
detailing points worthy of discussion. Or 
perhaps laying down certain guide lines 
for the future of FIM roadracing. But in 
approximately 1200 words (translated 





here from the original French) Rodil con- 
demned the TT, pleaded for the TT's 
existence, slammed manufacturers for 
building powerful racing machines, de- 
plored the construction of super-fast cir- 
cuits, and supported the faction seeking 
to ban 750cc racing machines: 

"We could summarize these situations 
as follows: The parties who are against 
the TT because of the many fatal acci- 
dents particularly in the last years. In that 
sense they are not wrong. 

“Тһе parties that maintain that an event 
in motorcycling sport comprises unavoid- 
able risks and take into account that it 
would be unfair to cancel this event from 
the calendar since it contributed so much 
to the motorcycling sport. These parties 
are also right. 

"When the FIM decided to create World 
Championships instead of determining 
norms concerning the titles, the circuits, 
the machines, etc., they used only results 
obtained in some events without taking 
into account the difference between the 
one and the others. This lack of foresight 
followed also by promoters and manufac- 
turers who saw only speed as the final 
goal put us in the present situation. 

“In our sport the progress in mechanics 
is almost unlimited and this leads ineluc- 
tably to a dephasing between the possi- 
bilities of the machine and the physical 
condition of the pilots. 

"One has to remember that for pure 
maximum speeds there are already World 
Records on long and short distances. 
Therefore if speed plays a role in the 
results of races, it should only be a means 
to establish the rank of the participants. 

“If pilots are physically limited, one must 
not only improve the speed but also make 
progress in the machine in its whole, 
otherwise one may lack pilots capable to 
drive at the speeds which the machines 
can reach. 

"Futhermore one will always have more 
pilots able to drive at 100 km/hr than at 
250 or 300 km/hr. At the same time, the 
fan of possible winners will be increased, 
the direct competition will be favored and 
the risks due to too-high speeds will be 
diminished. 

“The manufacturers who are directly 
interested in races are those whose turn- 
over increases according to victories. 
Instead of improving only speed, the 
manufacturers ought to pay more atten- 
tion to the other parts of the machine. 
It would be more profitable for those using 
them and for the machine itself. 

"All these arguments lead us to the con- 
clusion that the FIM has to reconsider its 
System concerning road racing and 
especially world championships, but it is 
unthinkable to attend an event knowing 
in advance that there will be serious ac- 
cidents. And to put an end to difficult or 
dangerous races would be a proof that 
the leaders of the FIM are up to their 
task." 

You may, of course, agree or disagree 
with Rodil's views. But if you can accu- 
rately plot roadracing's future course, 
don't hesitate to let me into the secret. 

—Jim Greening 
CYCLE 





A chain lube that runs off the chain as soon as you put it on 
doesn't make sense. Neither does one that's too thick to penetrate. 
Then there's Gumout Chain Lube. 


With Gumout Chain Lube you get the right lubricating 
and penetrating consistency to protect and cushion your chain 
against heat, shock and friction. 


Gumout Chain Lube also protects your chain 
against grime and dirt. And, special additives keep it from 
getting too thin—even while running.at high speeds. 


The name's Gumout Chain Lube. Get it 

and you've got the best. For more information 

on how to properly lubricate your chain, write to: 
Gumout, Cleveland, Ohio 44104, and ask for 
“Cycle Chain Care" bulletin #116-MC. 


ШШЕ THE BEST THERE IS. 


Cleveland, Ohio 44104 
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OST ADULTS 
I know don't like mud. Or 
think they don't. Maybe it's 
because, when they were kids, 
their parents always said, 
"Stayoutofthe mud!” 

Andif you came home 
muddy, it was a crime against 
the universe. That's how it 
was with me. Justlike the next 
guy, [learned that mud is bad, 
and nice people stay clean un- 
less they're grubbing around 
the garden or something. 

ThenI bought a motor- 
cycle. A Kawasaki enduro. 
What I had in mind was to 
have alittle fun riding around 
the boondocks. And for the 
first couple of week-ends I 
stayed on the hard and nar- 
row path. The bike was pep- 
py, easy to handle, and I felt 
good riding it. 

But my third time out, it 
had rained the night before. 
And there it was confronting 
me. Lots and lots of mud. 

At first I kind of crept 
throughitandgota little splat- 
tered, and then I thought 
“What the hell” and opened 
up the throttle and, man, did 
I go. I roared through every 
mudhole I could find. And 
beforelonglwasa flying mud- 
ball, Mr. Muddy. But instead 
of feeling dirty, I felt abso- 
lutely clean. My bike must 
have felt clean too, because 
it zipped along without one 
sputtering complaint. 

Washing off the mud at 
home waslike washingoffthe 
best time I had had in years. 
I hope next Friday it rains 
again. Really hard. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Good times include riding safely. We recom- 
mend wearing a helmet and eye protection, 
keeping lights on and checking local laws 
before you ride. See Yellow Pages for near- 
est Kawasaki dealer. Member Motorcycle 
Industry Council. 
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г----сйр & send today ER eee = 


(9) 


Color: Burgundy. Blue, Black 
Please Send. “Tour Packs" © $3695[ — ] 


Mich. residents add 496 sales tax 
Shipping and Handling $1.50 


UNFAIR! 


To other motor oils. it’s new Honda Motor Oil. 





From the most famous name 
in motorcycling comes a new 
product that will soon be famous, too 
—Honda Motor Oil. A motor oil 
containing OCP — a special additive 
that extends the oil's performance 
over wide ranges of engine tempera- 
tures and speeds. A motor oil 
formulated to reduce production of 
combustion chamber ash, varnish 
and sludge build-up. A motor oil 
made to take the demands of motor- 
cycle engines. It's an ideal multigrade 
oil for use in a wide range of climates 
in all four-stroke motorcycle engines. 
And it exceeds new-car warranty 
standards. With the Honda name 
on it you know it's great! So great, 
it's almost unfair to other oils! 

Ask for it at your Honda dealer's! 


FONDA 


Motorcycle Oil with OCP. 
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AT LAST, A CATALOGUE FOR THE TOURING CYCLIST! 
Eclipse Inc., makers of the famous Eclipse "Tour Pack'' is proud to announce 
its 1975 catalogue of Camping Equipment for Cycle Touring. Featuring our 
hand picked selection of the finest Down Sleeping Bags and Jackets ө lightweight 
stoves € knives € fishing equipment ө First aid supplies € and many other 


fine camping accessories. Send for yours today! 


* 
THE MOTORCYCLE "TOUR PACKS by ECLIPSE 
“The Eclipse Tank Bag we tested is the best carrier 
we have ever seen." CYCLE MAGAZINE. 
* waterproof Cordur&n ylon 
* 5 separate compartments, including waterproof 
map case; total capacity, 900 cu. in. 
* mounts securely onto back rest 
* can also be worn as backpack 
* goes on and off tank in seconds with Velcro® 
straps—secure and easy to use, even with cold 
hands—Price $36.95 
*Patent Pending 


0 1975 Free Catalogue of Camping Equipment for Cycle Touring. 
MAIL TO: ECLIPSE P.O. BOX 372 ANN ARBOR, MICH. 48107 
Name 
Street 
City 


State Zip Code 


] Type of Motorcycle 
GUARANTEE 


©1975 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


If an Eclipse product should ever become unsatisfactory due to a defect in TOTAL 


materials or workmanship, simply return it postpaid, to Eclipse for prompt repair 











OCheck [ 








or replacement at our option. 
Club Discount: 1096 Off On Orders Of 10 Or More Units. 
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Bultaco 250 АіІріпа.......................... June 
Bultaco MK VII Pursang..... „ July 
Can-Am 250 T'NT Enduro ........ October 


Honda: СЕЛ ЖБ тоо Мау 
Honda CB200 ......... February 
Honda: CB450 К April 










Honda XL250 K1 ... July 
Kawasaki 750 H2 ......... October 
Kawasaki G3SSA90 ........................ May 
Kawasaki 400 S3 ә. January 
Maico 400 Qualifier .................... August 
Montesa 250 Cappra VR ................ May 
Montesa 250 King Scorpion .... January 
Norton, John Player .............. December 
Ossa 250 Phantom ................ November 
Penton 250 Hare Scrambler .......... April 
Suzuki 185 Ranger 

& Siera «ceci September 


July 
April 





Suzuki GT 380L Sebring 







Suzuki T500L Titan ................ February 
Suzuki TS400 Apache . ... October 
Suzuki TS50L Gaucho ..................... May 


Triumph TR5Mx ........... 
Yamaha DT360A Enduro. 
Yamaha RD60A ........... 


Yamaha MX175A ............................ July 
Yamaha: TXOS 0A c instet August 
Yamaha DT400 
= тон e ORE November 
Yamaha RD350................... December 
1975 
GZ 250 MX GP uc c mtem June 


Can-Am 250 GP .... 
Honda CB400F SS... 
Honda CB500T ....... А February 
Honda GB-750E sororem May 
Honda GL-1000 ..... ... April 
Нопаа ХК April 
Honda MRI TO шик нету йт соет "July 
Husqvarna 175 Cross Country .. August 
Kawasaki KS-125 Enduro ...... February 
Kawasaki 903 Z1-A .................. January 
MV Agusta 7505 America .............. May 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250 .. .March 
Penton Mint 400 Enduro ................ May 
Suzuki RES Rotary ........ January 
Suzuki GT-750M ........ ceci May 
Suzuki: GI250M, es a eee ea as July 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 
MOIIOGEIOSSA recor eR IRSE oH ек 

Yamaha RD-125B 
Yamaha RD200B 
Yamaha MX 400B... p 
Yamaha XS500B..........- sae eee 






























Dont buy any receiver 
until you compare its price, 
power, and specs to these. 











Technics' four new stereo receivers. All with For effortless tuning on both AM and FM. Negative 
impressive specs. And a lot more. feedback low distortion tone controls. And all the 

All four have direct  [sreciricarioNs SA-S150  SAS250 SA-5350 X SAs550 | inputs and outputs 
coupling. To give youa [prices $229.95 $299.95 $349.95 $479.95 you'd expect from 
tighter, cleaner bass. TET Technics. 

All with reserve channel into 8 ohms 16 watts 23 watts 28 watts 58 watts Whichever Technics 
power to float through Bandwidth 40Hz-20kHz 20Hz-20kHz 20Hz-20kHz 20Hz-20kHz | receiver you choose, you. 
complex, high-level EXTRAER get all the advantages of 
musical passages PASCO Мах.) Technics' sophisticated 
without distortion or EM Sonet engineering, good 
clipping. Because all power, and good specs. 
have large capacitors, | (ur) ” _ | And all ata good price. 
conservatively rated EM Stereo Separation УЕ | The concept is 
transformers, and ar Me. . | simple. The execution is 





bridge rectifiers in the precise. The performance 


*Suggested minimum price, which is the fair trade price 


power supplies. in states where Technics products are fair traded. is outstanding. The name is Technics. 
All with a Phase Lock Loop IC and flat group FOR YOUR TECHNICS DEALER; CALL FREE 800 447-4700. 
delay filters in the tuner section. For clean, well- IN ILLINOIS, 800 322-4400. 









separated highs as well as lower distortion on FM. | 
And about 20% less wiring. То reduce hum. ч 
АП with Technics' exclusive linear dial scale. 4 


Technics | 


d 4/494 STEREO Feckivnn 84-8380 


FM/AM ST 


pM pu 





NOT VEM C L| 
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AVA n 
off the ground aG yy 


RIGHT NOW — leading aviation, aerospace and related companies are hir- 
ing Academy graduates. There's a place for you — as a graduate of the only 
2-year aviation college in the New York area. 
MATCH YOUR GOAL TO AN AVIATION CAREER: 
B OCCUPATIONAL COURSES 
Airframe & Powerplant License = Avionics 
Ш ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREES 
Aircraft Maintenance = Design = Electronics 


B BACHELOR OF TECHNOLOGY DEGREES 
(in affiliation with New York Institute of Technology) 
Operations Management * Advanced Technology 


B FEDERAL LICENSES... FAA and FCC 
W VETERANS BENEFITS, FULL OR PART-TIME 
Ш TUITION ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL and STATE PLANS 
B OPENINGS FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS 
now for day and evening classes starting September 29. 


(Some openings available for classes beginning August 4. Phone for details.) 


ACADEMY OF AERONAUTICS 


PHONE (212) 429-6600 OR MAIL COUPON NOW 











ACADEMY OF AERONAUTICS An Equal Opportunity School ZD 
LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, N.Y. 11371 

Please send me information on: 

O Occupational Courses Associate in Applied Science 

O Bachelor of Technology 

















NAME. AGE 





ADDRESS. 








NEW ... Saturday Classes Start in September. 


Ill If you're serious about motorcycling and proud of your machine, 
e in jam mer the Windjammer III is the only fairing you need consider. 
All k It transforms your motorcycle into a true year around 

you Шш, to now touring machine. It keeps you warmer in winter, protects you 


from rain in summer, and shields you from the wind in any weather. 


about fairings. The design, of course, is in the Vetter tradition of excellence. We 


were the first—and we are still the best. No other fairing even remotely 
approaches the Windjammer Ill’s flawless attention to detail and 
quality of construction. 


Only the Windjammer Ill offers you so many ways to personalize — 
with such optional equipment as our new, aerodynamically 
engineered lowers (illustrated), high visibility wrap around 
reflective striping, and special color-coordinated Honda : 
striping; we even offer a fully-equipped custom Blue Max 
Windjammer for BMW's. The Blue Max features BMW 

striping and is specially designed to accept the 

BMW quartz headlight. 


Servicing? Although it's unlikely you will ever need 
it, you may find it comforting to know that the 
Windjammer Ill is backed by the largest and 

best dealer organization in the business. 


à The Windjammer Ill. No other fairing gives you 
£ i more. Small wonder that it outsells all the 
others —by far. For complete information, 
see your authorized Vetter dealer. Or 
contact Vetter Fairing Company, 

Dept. C, Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 
Phone (217) 893-9300. 


Vetter 


The first to do It right. 
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Other options include “Class A” side lamps, wind- 
shield snap vents, tonneau covers (for built-in stor- 
age compartments), Carello Halogen headlight, 
and our new cigarette lighter. Lowers can be fitted 
to Windjammer 15 and are available for the 
Honda 750, 550, 500; Kawasaki 7-1; BMW /5, /6. 


Ang 


Distributed in Canada 
by Marquette Marketing 
Corp. Ltd., Ontario 
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DELUXE 


GAZINE 
MA CASES 


CYCLE 





@lhe ideal way to save your valuable copies, keep 
them well protected and make it easy for you to 
refer to any issue at any time. Both decorative and 
attractive enough to enhance the decor of any room, 
each case holds a full year’s copies. Constructed of 
reinforced fiberboard, these durable cases are 
covered in a rich-textured leatherette. The gold 
embossed back adds to its elegance and makes 
each case a welcome addition to your bookshelf 
or cabinet. 
Cases are available for your favorite magazines. 
Only $5.95 each, 3 for $15.50 in any combination 
of titles, including all postage and handling charges. 


Outside U.S.A. add $1 per case. 
BURG AER cate atten An cs 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERI ‚ MAS LS 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. OES 
~ Ziff-Davis Serv. Div., Dept. JJ, 595 B’way, N.Y. 10012 
Please send the Magazine Cases indicated below: 
TITLE QUANTITY 








CHECK: Г] All Black C] Maroon Back, Black Sides 
O ENCLOSED IS $ CY 875 


Г] CHARGE: 00 BankAmericard [7] Master Charge 
Г] American Express (0 Diners Club 


Account # Exp. Date. 

Master Charge Interbank #_ О _ 
(4 numbers over your name) 

Signature 

Print Name 

Address 


City ew State — —— Zip ——— 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., 111., Mich., Mo., 
N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax. 








TIPS Continued from page 12 


AFTER TWO YEARS? 

Regarding the A. J. Weseman letter in 
"Tips," April, '75: He's right—the TX-500 
Yamaha is hard to start, and the resister- 
type spark plug caps don't help. My 
friendly Volkswagen dealer gets $3.00 for 
spark plug caps (and wants $30.00 for 
horns, which weren't in stock). | bought 
a complete set of non-factory leads and 
caps made for a 1970 Beetle from a parts 
supply house for $6.00. These work, and 
| have two spares. The spark plug cap 
resisters check out at 8,000 ohms, com- 
pared with 16,000 ohms for the original 
Yamaha caps, but it seems to be enough 
to prevent television interference. 

I’m really happy with the ‘results. For 
the first time in two years | can start my 
Yamaha. Incidentally, the part number for 
the Volkswagen caps didn't mean any- 
thing to the VW dealer; just ask for the 
parts for a 1970 Beetle and you'll get what 
you need. 

J. Stelfox 
Slidell, Louisiana 


LET THERE BE (MORE) LIGHT 

Almost every motorcyclist would like 
better headlights. Outside of Harley- 
Davidson's Electra Glide and the new 
BMWS with quartz halogen lights, motor- 
cycles aren't equipped for going more 
than 55 mph after dark even in clear 
weather. Add any smog, smoke, rain, haze 
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or dust and it gets worse. 

| was bothered by this situation and 
decided to mount an auxiliary quartz hal- 
ogen light on my 1974 Triumph Trident. 
| went to an imported auto parts dealer 
to see what he had in stock, and he 
suggested that we try to mount an entire 
replacement unit inside the existing shell. 
So I took off the reflector lens assembly 
and brought it inside. The dealer gave a 
cry of delight and brought forth a box 
containing a quartz halogen bulb that fit 
right in the Triumph shell. 

It seems that Lucas, who makes the 
electrical bits for Triumphs and Nortons, 
sells the same 7-inch reflector/lens unit 
to British auto makers for their cars, and 
offers the halogen bulb as an alternative 
to the common tungsten-filament bulb. 
The quartz halogen bulb goes right into 
the stock Triumph shell, draws the same 
amount of current, requires no rewiring, 
provides the same parking lamp and 
high/low beams—and costs only $16.00. 
The Lucas people say the bulb makes 
200,000 candle power and will reach 5000 
feet down the road on high beam. I really 
love it. 

One note of caution: the dealer said 
to keep the outside of the lens clear of 
bugs and road dirt, because the quartz 
halogen bulb is sensitive to reflected heat. 
Another thing is, | don't know if this setup 
will work on Triumph twins—which have 
vibration problems. | had a 1968 TR6R 

(Continued on-page 30) 
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Refreshing High-Speed Touring 
Speed Line 983" 


Speed Line 983 has superb road holding, 
steering and braking capabilities backed up 
by the technology of our racing-tire develop- 





ment experiences. 

It features an extra low profile 80 percent 
aspect ratio, special nylon cords and high- 
grip compounds, they assure stability when 
driving at high speed on freeways and high- 
ways. 


Approved by the American Motorcycle Association 





A YOKOHAMA 


М 4 * SPEED LINE 983 (REAR) ж SPEED LINE 984 (FRONT) 
C.P.0. Box: 1842. TOKYO. 100-91. JAPAN Telex: YOKORUCO J24673 

THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO.,LTD. Cable с: "YOKORUCO" TOKYO un Tokyo 432-7111 AVAILABLE: 410H18, 460H18, AVAILABLE: 360H19, 410H19 
LOS ANGELES REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 1530 Church Road Montebello Calif. 90840 Telephone: (213) 723-9691 410H19 


DISTRIBUTORS: 
ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. ANDERSON-KITTELSON DISTRIBUTORS, INC. НАР JONES DISTRIBUTING COMPANY HAWAII CYCLE SUPPLY, INC. 


175. FAIR ST., PALISADES PARK. N.J. 07650 9120 GRAND AVE.. SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55420 2 CLINTON PARK. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 94119 973. COOKE ST.. HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 


К.К. MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY NICHOLS MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY INC. RACERS WAREHOUSE, INC. SELF CYCLE & MARINE DISTRIBUTORS 
431 EAST ЗАО ST. DAYTON, OHIO 45402 4135 WEST. 126TH ST. CHICAGO (ALSIP). ILL. 60658 5505 ENTERPRISE BLVD., TOLEDO. OHIO 43612 516 JEFFERSON BLVD., TARRANT, ALA. 35217 
SUDCO SOUTH INC. SUDCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION — WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. NICAN TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 

1376 SALFORD DRIVE. HOUSTON. TEX. 77008 1824 E. 22ND ST. LOS ANGELES. CALIF. 90058 2053 N. W. UPSHUR PORTLAND. OREG. 97209 ВС. CANADA 
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НО М DA of M і М EO LA PATCH CO R N E R More patches and decals shown in catalog 


0 Inches 2 4 6 8 10 


12 Scale for measuring patch sizes 












No. 43 — $1.00 
Red, Black, White 





No. 26 — $3.00 Red, Blue, Black, White 
IS RIDING woe 


a | 
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No.5 — $1.50 
Blue, Green, Black, White 










No. 61 — $1.00 
Blue, Red, Black, Gold 





No. 28 — $3.50 
Blue, Red, Black, Gold 


No. 17 — $1.50 
Red, White, Blue, Black 








No. 59 - — - $1.00 


No. 41 — $t. 00 


Red, White, Blue ; Red, Gold, Black, Silver Мо, 22 — $1.50 
EM. No. 30 — $3.50 Gold, Silver, Black COR S RUN White 
ў HONDA 1 н Also Al 
а ола. HONDA | available: Е ОУУ, available: 
W \. 350 550, 750, 750 350 
^ d Sl; 76 XR-75, 500 
No.38 $1.00 №. 33— $1.00 NO. 10 — $1.00 XL250, No. 56 — $1.00 No. 20 — $1.50 


Red, White, Blue SENA 4, Red, Black, White 


Red, White, Blue Red, White, Blue, Black 
5% discount on orders of 3 or more patches 


Red, White, Blue 
Use Order Form on facing page ® 


GENUINE GERMAN 


MOTORCYCLE LUGGAGE 


The ultimate in saddlebags. Fits BMW's, Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki and Moto Guzzi. Can be locked to the 
bike and carried like saddlebags, and removed and taken 
along as luggage. Easy to get on and off, the Krauser 
motorcycle luggage has lockable lids and is available with 
mounting rack and luggage carrier. 


For more information and prices call or write: 


U.S.A. DISTRIBUTORS 


EAST WEST 


Bob Beach 
2763 W. River Pkway. 
Grand Island, N.Y. 14072 
(716) 773-4960 


Vasek Polak 
2901 N. Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Hermosa Beach, Calif. 90254 
(213) 772-2285 


ELECTRICAL LAB "шш... DYNAMOMETER LAB 


A CAREER WITHOUT г COLLEGE? YES! 


Become a Motorcycle Mechanic! 


| Approved for Veterans Training — YOU'RE NEEDED NOW! 


AMERICAN TORRE INSTITUTE 


1445 Skytrooper Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32015 
Call FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Fla. Residents Call Collect 904/255-0295 


|, MOTORCYCLE ив; 


Motorcycle Industry American e 
Council `, Association 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 
| К % Ё ii J Name:______ 
Street: 
City: State: Zip: 
Phone: ( )-—— — ——Age:. — Veteran: — 











and a '71 Bonneville, and both ate head- 

light bulbs due to vibration. When I bought 

my Trident, | prepared for bulb failure by 

buying two spares, but | haven't needed 
them 7000 miles later. 

Jeff Lone 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


A CLEVER QUICKIE 

Here's a quickie for the guy who doesn't 
want to mount a luggage rack on the rear 
of his bike but needs some attachment 
points for the bungee cords he uses when 
he does carry something: 

Just replace the bolts holding the li- 
cense plate on its bracket with a couple 
of small eye bolts. You put the eyes for- 
ward of the plate, and use chromed acorn 
nuts to pull them up tight. If eye bolts of 
the right length aren't available, you can 
either saw off the excess reach or use 
a hex-head nut on the forward side of 
the bracket to take up the slack. 

Bob Hall 
San Jose, California 


OIL AS AN ADDITIVE 

A nagging problem with two-stroke en- 
gines is all the oil passing through the 
cylinder and out the exhaust. This results 
in fouled plugs and lots of white smoke, 
which in the latter case brings down the 
wrath of the environmentalists. 

The new synthetic oils (e.g. Torco 
"Power Stroke") now available will solve 
most of the above problem, but creates 
a new one—money! However, you can 
make a quart of twice-the-price synthetic 
go a long way by using it as an additive, 
mixed with regular petroleum-based oil. 
| have found that a 25/75 mixture of 
synthetic and regular oil keeps my Ya- 
maha 350 running strong, and this raises 
the cost of lubricant by only 20-25€/ 
quart, which is to some extent offset by 
the savings in longer plug life. 

| would also like to comment on another 
Tipper's suggestion about drilling holes 
in the Yamaha twin's air filter cover. The 
holes do help performance. However, 
keep in mind that the elaborate slot and 
baffle maze in the air box is to keep water 
out. So for the poor souls who find that 
their “Yammy” won't run well (or at all) 
in the rain, my advice is to check the air 
filter. A water-soaked filter element will 
choke the*engine, but you can pull the 
element and ride home without it because 
there's no dust on a rainy day. The filter 
can be re-used after it has dried. 

Allan S. Okuda 
Canoga Park, California 


H-D CORRECTION 
The July issue of “Tips” carries a letter 
by Charles S. Bennet dealing with Har- 
ley-Davidson spark plugs. He suggests 
using the Champion UJ12Y in place of 
the H-D 3-4. Firstly, Champion discon- 
tinued this booster gap plug several years 
ago and the correct number is now J12Y. 
Secondly, although the plugs appear the 
same, the J12Y has proven to run hotter 
than the 3-4 and is thought to have been 
responsible for some holed pistons. The 
cooler J10Y is a better choice in Sport- 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Ee. GLOVES Simulated leather їп HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 
black. 4 sizes S-M-L-XL. Pr. $4.95 2 pr $8.49 Hondas. Also fit 7-1 Kawasaki and’ 
750 Yamaha. Move handle bars 
back to comfortable riding posi- 
tion without changing cables, 
brake hose or wiring......... $16.95 






WHEELS OF MAN 
RAIN-PROOF CYCLE LUGGAGE. 




















AF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMETS 


Quick release that works like a miniature 
seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your 
“D” rings easily. $2.49 










SISSY BAR CARRY- ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, 
on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty 
vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- 
strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage. 
22” high. Black or antique brown. $29.95 


A- Ruck Sack—Adjustable straps, 
fits shoulder or back. Flexible B — Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, 


HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas, 
Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 





sides. 10"x12"x412", Over- 17" long. Holds two helmets THERMO- CHEM OIL COOLER and extended harness. List year and model. 
lapping flap for extra weather- and clothing. Travels securely. For 4.cylinder Hondas Complete: КЕ. $19.95 
ability Ree Blue, eS пар tap: Hen dy k $9.85 350F, 400F, 500/550, 750. 
ас! slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Blac Prevents oil breakdown, 
DA 4 ices tank increases engine reliability “DO-IT-YOURSELF” 
б — Super Stuffer — 21” long, D— Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; and efficiency. All alumi- TUNING TOOL 
12” ТЕЛ: АП features, A Ге Кор, Topside mapigocket ad pu 50" of tubing, Built-in 
“piggy back” pouch. and personal effects pouch. Heavy duty ypass prevents wet sump- К 
AUXILIARY RIDING LAMPS Install on рес Yellow, Blue, Black sling for take-along convenience. ing in cold weather. $49.95 | 4 VACUUM GAUGE SET 


For Honda & Kawasaki 


license plate mounting bracket, Deep 4 cylinder. With 4 con 
«NT e 


Red, Yellow, Blue, Black ...... 
drawn shell projects light 1809 Red 13.95 pur Lr $14.95 


All 





lens dimension 2"x3" ........$12.95 pr COMPLETE SET — All four bags i i trollable dampening `~ 
; EX gs in matching colors. valves. For synchroniz- 
(complete) - Red, Yellow, Blue, Black . . . $47.00 Apparel & Accessories ing carburetors $44.95 





HONDA-YAMAHA-KAWASAKI 
ume à 





Sm, NEW! GAS CAP LOCK 
NI For all Honda flip cap 
« models, all years. Can 
be used with new fuel 
J gauge (Honda only). 

/ Heavy duty. 2 keys. 

б, j| Easy to install . 

a | Lock and 2 keys $9. 95 











VINYL COMP GRIPS MX GRIPS 
Minimize handlebar vibration. Non-slipping ridged rubber 
Slip over standard grips. grips for instant, sure throttle 
NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull Black only . Set of 2 — $3.49 control. Set of 2 — $3.49 E 
out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 


all Honda flip cap models; all 
years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 
and Kawasaki '75's (road). Easy 
Н Ее $14.95 











MARQUIS SEAT For Honda 350 & 450 sidehinge; 
350F, 360, 500/550, 750. Also Yamaha 500, 650. 
Covers helmet holders on late model Hondas. Fits 
custom or stock. Durable Naugahyde seat has 14" 
Steel reinforced back. No additional support needed. 
1" to 3" lower than standard. 
Black or Dark Brown ... $89.95 





Also available without back $72.50 


NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. zippered change 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL . . . $11.49 UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
under sat Faily removable for carine: Large ca- 
CABLE LOCK-ALARM Pécity. Durable Black or Brown Viny 
m safety for Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 
your bike. High- 
decibel alarm goes 
off if bike or cable 
is tampered with. 
Sound carries up to 
14 mile, for 1 hour. 
Adjustable sensitiv- 
ity. 5 foot armored 














NEW 1975 CATALOG 
Illustrated — many in FULL COLOR! 


($1.50 by Air Mail 
60c anywhere 
Only in the world.) 
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steel cable is plastic ` | FREE with any order. і (516) 248-5775 та 
sheathed. Chrome- А МАМЕ a 
plated steel case. = 
Powered by batteries ADDRESS == 
(not included). One TA 
year warranty. Could { CY STATE 71Р es 
reduce insurance ES 
costs! Year Model # Serial # oz 5 
DUALOCK ALARM $39.95 l zz а £ 
QUAN. ITEM SIZE |coLon “st & 2n 2 |5 
NEW CYCLE SPATS | choices) X E. 
No тоге ruine è € E 
shoes! Cycle spat | = 5 |8 
protects against 3 E о 
abrasions, scuffing, : SIS 
indenting. One size | NE € 5 
fits all. Genuin 25 E E 
1 Sx = 
геа € El 5 | N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax. Add 5% shipping: ag ¿2 
included. Black or : Visit our only retail location ql Pase еее ata zo aise 
Hus ost Special Handling & D. TOTAL 
Brown ..........$3.98 : FREE GIFTS to out-of-town visitors І $150 additional борба) о У a 























ONE GOOD BRIDGESTONE 
DESERVES ANOTHER. 


Your bike quite possibly 
came with Bridgestone tires. 

Bridgestones are 
factory equipment on over 
50% of all the bikes from 
Japan, including certain 
Honda,Suzukiand Kawa- к 
saki models.They comein Rolling Stones. 
a lot of sizes and treads |) Rolling on 
for all kinds of bikes, all Wm / INE Е р Bridgestones takes 
kinds of riding. So there's IN|, = =p a load off your mind. 
a Bridgestone that’s per- You figure they'll stop, 
fect for bringing out the turn, maneuver and 
best in your machine. perform well for 
thousands of miles. You 
wouldn't expect less from 
the world's 8th largest 
rubber company. 





four front wheel Bridgestones. 
Four rear tires feature traction, 
braking and long mileage. 
Pair them up for maximum 
performance. 


Those Sweet 










e СОМ; 
Easy Pickins. 
Choose from our six 
motocross tires with a deep and 


firm block tread. Or a pair of groovy With only two wheels 
front and rear scramblers for trailing. between you and terra firma, 
For stability, cornering and maneuver- give them their best shod: 
ability on the highway, choose from Bridgestones. 





BRIDGESTONE 
TIRES 


The time-honored quality tire. 


For the name of your nearest Bridgestone dealer, contact the distributor in your area. 


Hiranport Company Big Wheel Distributor/ Bettis Oil Stonebridge Sales, Inc. 
7585 S.W. Hunziker Road Imports, Inc. Parker Road and 240 E. Prospect Avenue | 
Tigard, Oregon 97223 421 South 8th Street Rutledge Pike Alliance, Ohio 44601 | 
(503) 620-0330 La Porte, Texas 77571 Knoxville, Tennessee 37914 (216) 821-2577 

(713) 471-2010 (615) 522-0101 


Or write to Bridgestone Tire Company of America, P.O. Box 2964, Torrance, Calif. 90509. | 
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HUSQVARNA 175 


€ No other name in motorcycling has so 
completely dominated off-road racing as 
Husqvarna. Maico has a stronghold on 
motocross; Penton is currently the name 
in ISDT and enduros; and Yamaha grinds 
out successive wins in cross-country des- 
ert events. Husky has won, and in some 
cases dominated, all these forms of off- 
road racing. And that accomplishment is 
unique in the sport. 

In recent years Husqvarna has offered 
numerous models and engines. Models 
ranged from enduro to motocross to cross 
country; the selection included various 
four, five, six and dual-range eight-speed 
gearboxes. Engine sizes ran from the 
short-lived 125cc motocross to the gutty 
450 Desert Master. 

This year Husky has narrowed their 
model line to five special-purpose 
racers—no more enduros. In their series 
are 250cc and 360cc CR motocrossers, 
the 250cc and 400cc WR (wide ratio) 
bikes and the 175cc Cross Country. The 
WR models use the old-style chassis with 
conventionally-located shocks. The two 
CR models and the 175 have the Mikkola 
Replica chassis with laydown shocks and 
lower engine location. 

The Husky 175 is a hybrid of the larger 
displacement CR and WR bikes; it's not 
a built-up 125. This makes the mid-size 
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CROSS 
COUNTRY 


Husky unique among the 175cc singles 
which usually are pumped-up 125s. The 
175 Cross Country uses the same crank- 
cases, gearbox, clutch, and reed valve 
unit as the 250, 360 and 400. 

The petite-looking engine is a clever 
assemblage of new design features. The 
aluminum cylinder and cylinderhead are 
both cast with unusually robust fins. Both 
the radial head and cylinder use cast-in 
supports between each fin for rigidity and 
sound deadening. The supports reduce 
piston slap-ringing. The rear side of the 
cylinder has been machined finless in 
order to accept the big eight-petal reed- 
valve box. The use of a single down-tube 
frame forces the exhaust port to exit on 
the left side of the cylinder. 

Unlike the Yamaha reed valve, Husky's 
uses fiberglass-type petals rather than 
spring or stainless steel. This material 
minimizes the chance that a broken (and 
ingested) petal would destroy the entire 
engine. The reed petals are warped 








slightly to apply extra sealing tension 
against the intake casting. The magne- 
sium reed-box assembly consists of four 
separate castings, eight reed petals with 
their tensioners, three gaskets and hard- 
ware. The reed-intake area is large and 
well within the demands of the engine. 

The lower half of the engine is identical 
to larger Huskies. The crankshaft simply 
has a different crankpin location to 
shorten the stroke. Rather than having 
single-piece machined flywheels or 
broached wheels with splined shafts, the 
Husky assembly is a press-together unit. 
The two tapered crank end-shafts are 
pressed into the center holes of the 
matched flywheels. 

On the drive side, the primary gear 
cinches to the crankshaft by means of 
a taper fit—no splines. Straight-cut spur 
gears handle the primary drive. The clutch 
assembly has been lightened by using a 
magnesium hub and backing plate along 
with aluminum drive and friction plates. 
The driven gear is steel and contains 
enclosed rubber buffers to absorb drive- 
line snap. The drive ratio is tall at 2.41:1 
(compared to common 3.0:1 ratios for 
gear-driven primaries). 

The indirect-drive gearbox is a six- 
speed wide-ratio unit. Though inter- 
changeable with the close-ratio moto- 
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EN 


COUNTRY Husky's 175 Cross Country uses the Mikkola Replica chassis. It's strong and has good geometry. 








cross gearbox, only the wide-ratio gear 
set is available with the 175 Cross 
Country. The gearbox is the same assem- 
bly used in the bigger WR model Huskies. 
Both the layshaft and mainshaft ride in 
caged ball bearings and all the non- 
splined gears spin on bronze bushings. 
The internal gear ratios are rather tall; fifth 
and sixth gears run as overdrives with a 
Sub-1:1 ratios. 

In order to compensate for the tall pri- 
mary and internal gear ratios, the sec- 
ondary drive carries short gearing. The 
countershaft sprocket is a tiny, 11-tooth 
item that drives through the %-inch x %- 
inch Renold chain to the 56-tooth rear 
wheel drive. An appreciated change is the 
absence of the taper-fit countershaft 
sprocket in favor of a circlip-retained 
splined cog. 

The new Mikuni-style 32mm Spanish- 
made Amal provides carburetion; it fas- 
tens to the reed manifold with a neoprene 
boot. The Mikkola Replica chassis used 
with the 175 requires the use of a new 
cast magnesium air box that holds a Twin 
Air foam element. The exhaust pipe ap- 
pears identical to the system used on all 
the larger Huskies; the muffler contains 
a U.S. Forestry-approved spark arrester. 

The new chassis is constructed from 
all chrome molybdenum steel tubing. To 
guarantee sufficient strength the swing 
arm is normalized after fabrication. The 
Girling gas/oil shocks mount at a 45? 
cant. The bottom of the shocks are lo- 
cated 4.5 inches forward of the axle. The 
Girling dampers have been designed to 
mount upside-down, which places the 
reservoir above the shaft. Rear axle travel 
exceeds seven inches. Standard on the 
Cross Country are Husky's own 126-ppi 
springs which extend the full length of 
the shock; they are not adjustable with 
a pre-load eccentric cam. At the top the 
shocks mount to a cross-member located 
at the end of the central downtube. In 
this fashion load forces are directed up 
the chassis member to the steering 
head. 

One major difference between the 175 
Cross Country and the bigger Husky 
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New Mikuni-style Amal provides clean and crisp carburetion. Rubber boot prevents fuel frothing. 








The shift cam drum is case hardened and moves three forks. The 
wide ratio six-speed gearbox is the same as in the big bikes. 


models is the fork. A large fire in Husq- 
varna's plant damaged much of the tool- 
ing for fork production; Husky has re- 
stricted installation of their own suspen- 
sion units to the larger bikes. So Spanish 
Betor forks are fitted on the 175s. These 
Betors deliver almost seven inches of 
travel and can be adjusted in the alumi- 
num fork crowns for ride height. 

The wheel hubs are standard conical 
Husky at the rear and a conventional 
full-width drum up front. Large-diameter 
spokes lace shoulderless Akronts to both 
wheels. Both tires are tough Trellborg 
knobbies. The rear brake is a bonafide 
full-floating type. The backing plate stay- 
arm is located equidistant from the axle 
center and swing arm bolt and is parallel 
with the swing arm. The front mount 
attaches to the brake lever pivot point. 

Our first outing with the 175 Cross 
Country was disappointing. Engine per- 
formance was poor, the gearing was too 
tall, the rear suspension too stiff, and the 
front fork too soft. The engine’s inability 
to pull sixth gear and its struggle with easy 
uphills led to a top-end disassembly. The 
piston had its single ring gum-seized in 
the groove; excessive blow-by lowered 
performance, and caused overheating 
and mild piston seizure. Further investi- 
gation revealed that the engine had been 
run-in on castor oil; then it sat idle for 
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a short period. This sequence of events 
caused the ring to gum and stick. 

A new piston and ring were installed 
in the engine in time for the dynomometer 
test at Webco. Mineral oil replaced the 
bean lube; no further problems developed 
for the rest of the test period. On the dyno 
the re-ringed Husky performed smoothly, 
pulling the pump from 2000 to 8500 rpm. 
However, we expected more power from 
Husky’s mid-size race bike. Its maximum 
readout was 17.79 bhp at 8000 rpm—far 
short of Can Am’s 23-plus horsepower 
175cc TNT enduro. 

Back in the field the Husky performed 
better than before. Starting the engine 
requires little effort, but only an unusual 
method would prevent smashed toes. The 
kick arm is short and located high in the 
engine case castings; consequently the 
start lever rotates down to within a couple 
of inches of the foot peg. When thrust 
down in a conventional manner the rider's 
boot can lodge between the lever and 
peg; this squeeze can savage his toes. 
One painful lesson rearranged the start- 
ing technique. Kicking the arm flat-footed 
allowed the sole of our boot to bottom 
on the foot peg. Unfortunately this proce- 
dure cuts the cranking stroke in half and 
means more kicking to start the engine. 

The 2900-series Amal incorporates an 
enricher-jet as used in Mikunis. With the 








A common crankshaft is used in the 175, 250 and 
360cc. The 175cc has its own crank pin location. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER, DAVE HOLEMAN 





Magnesium castings contain the reed valve assembly. Four plastic reed petals open 
eight induction windows. Abundant area permits hopping-up engine. 





Lay-down Girling gas shocks have too-stiff springs. 
Lighter 117 Ib/in. springs will soften ride. 


choke lever down a small jet passage 
opens, thus feeding extra fuel to the cold 
engine. The short-kick throw necessitates 
five to ten cranks to start the engine when 
cold. About three swipes will suffice when 
the engine is hot. The big silencer tames 
the exhaust bark down to a pleasant and 
non-offensive patter. Slight piston chatter 
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Engine ВНР BHP Torque Torque 
Speed Stock Mod Stock Mod 
2000 1.71 1.22 4.48 3.23 
2500 2.66 2.31 5.59 4.88 
3000 i 3.58 6.60 6.27 
3500 : 4.25 6.97 6.37 
4000 1 5.25 7.65 6.90 
4500 j 6.41 7.65 7.49 
5000 \ 7.71 8.40 8.10 
5500 A 8.35 7.65 7.97 
6000 5 8.19 8.19 7.17 
6500 6 10.20 9.67 8.33 
7000 8 13.18 10.71 9.88 
7500 j 16.78 11.63 11.75 
8000 ; 19.03 11.68 12.49 
8500 P 20.40 6.87 12.60 
9000 11.29 — 6.59 
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TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 


Test Conditions: 
Barometer 
30.00 Stock 29.96 Mod. 
Temperature 
56°F Wet 68°F Dry Stock BHP-MOD. 
57°F Wet 70°F Dry Mod. (20.40 max.) 
Correction Factor 
1.024 Stock 1.030 Mod. 
Date of Tests: 4/16/75 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 
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.68 max.) 


HUSQVARNA 175 CROSS COUNTRY 
Price, suggested retail 











RPMx100 20 


Tire, front 3.00 x 21 in. Trelleborg 

3.50 x 18 in. Trelleborg 

Brake, front 5.5 in. x .79 in. (140mm x 20mm) 

6.3 in. x .98 in. (160mm x 25mm) 

Maximum Brake swept area 33.18 sq. in. (214 cm?) 


RPMx100 


Safe rpm 


Specific brake loading 11.5 Ibs./sq. in. 
idu, Engine type Two-stroke, reed valve, single 
Power rpm Bore and stroke 62 x 57mm (2.44 in. x 2.24 in.) 
Piston displacement 172cc (10.5 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio 

Carburetion 

Air filtration 

Ignition Motoplat flywheel CDI 
Bhp @ rpm 17.79 @ 8,000 
Torque @ rpm 11.68 @ 8,000 

















Fuel capacity 

Oil capacity 

Electrical power 6V-35W magneto 

Gear ratios, overall (1) 28.97 (2) 20.96 (3) 15.97 
(4) 12.82 (5) 10.32 (6) 8.34 

Wheelbase 55.3 in. (140.5cm) 

Seat height 34.0 in. (86.4cm) 

Ground clearance 9.5 in. (24.1) 

Curb weight 222 Ibs. (101kg.) 

Test weight 382 Ibs. (173kg.) 
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and gear whirring at idle increases with 
engine speed. 

The pull required on the clutch lever 
is soft. When the gear oil has warmed 
slightly, disengagement and engagement 
is smooth. It has an even, slow progres- 
sion. Gear shifting is a bit sluggish but 
not objectionably so. The throw of the 
shift lever is long, and the rider must push 
and lift on the lever deliberately to get 
positive shifts. Quick, short jabs at the 
lever often result in no gear change or 
a false neutral. 

The 175 Husky still struggled to pull 
sixth gear, so we installed a one-tooth 
smaller (10T) countershaft sprocket. This 
change matched the engine's power per- 
fectly. Generally the engine was able to 
make the gear transitions without strain- 
ing. On steeper grades and in sand, only 
fourth or fifth gear would work; the engine 
often couldn't bridge the ratio span into 
a higher gear. 

The engine runs very smoothly and has 
enough low-speed power to require less 
shifting than the pipey Penton. Revving 
the engine up to its power peak produces 
no sudden power surge; the Husky can 
often be ridden in its higher, more com- 
fortable, gears. The engine is happiest 
and performs best for fast riding when 
kept high in its rev band. For racing pur- 
poses a rider must keep the engine buzz- 
ing between 6500 and 8500 rpm. 

Sheer acceleration isn't the Husky 
175's forte. Stock 175cc Can Ams, Pen- 
tons and breathed-on Yamahas and Ka- 
wasakis will gobble the Husky 175 on 
smooth trails or fire roads. But the Husky 
will run long distances wide open without 
complaint. On the dyno the cylinderhead 
temperature almost refused to climb over 
350 degrees under full load. 

The chassis performance is hindered 
by improperly matched suspension units. 
The rear suspension is too stiff for the 
175. The result of the stiff shocks is an 
extra-choppy ride on trail with small 
bumps. Big, deep whoop-de-doos, where 
the suspension moves with less abrupt- 
ness, permits the Girlings to move full 
travel. Husqvarna is making new 117-ppi 
springs for riders needing a softer ride. 

Compounding the rough ride of the 
Husky are the short, soft springs in the 
Betor fork. After the initial run-in the 
springs had drooped enough to alter the 
ride height. This undesirable combination 
of too-stiff shocks and too-soft fork made 
the Husky quick-steering when deceler- 
ating in rough terrain. 

Pre-loading the fork springs and install- 
ing a pair of well-used (and softened) 
Girlings markedly improved the ride and 
handling. The rear end dealt out less 
punishment on the choppy terrain. The 
shocks were able to move full-travel with 
less bump effort demanded. The fork re- 
mained closer to full extension and im- 
proved the steering attitude, particularly 
in the downhill rough stuff. 

With better-matched suspension units 
we could make a more accurate evalua- 
tion of the chassis which was designed 
for a far more powerful machine. The 

(Continued on page 38) 
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CYLINDER 
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BASE 


CUTAWAY 


© There was once a hot rod shop in 
Los Angeles that had an interesting 
sign over its doorway: “Speed costs 
money. How fast can you afford to 
go?" In the case of four-strokes 
horsepower always costs money—no 
matter how little you want. Cams, 
valves, pistons, porting, etc. have to 
come from outside sources. On the 
other hand, two strokes can be altered 
quite a bit without buying any special 
parts. And few two-stroke racers are 
unfamiliar with matching ports, open- 
ing exhaust windows and filing or drill- 





HUSQVARNA 


CROSS COUNTRY | — 


PISTON 
INTAKE 
SLOTS 


EXHAUST 
PORTS 


ing pistons in order to shuffle power 
characteristics. 

Husky's 175cc Cross Country has 
potential for producing more perfor- 
mance than it delivers stock. Husq- 
varna's Nils Arne Nilsson attended our 
dynomometer testing session at 
Webco; he acknowledged the need to 
increase the engine power for racing 
purposes. Nils had a modified cylinder 
and piston which was installed on the 
Husky and run as a follow-up. The 
modified engine produced a substan- 


(Continued on page 38) 


The only 
theft-proof, 
quick-release 
saddlebags: 





` PACKERS: 


When we put a quick-release 
mounting system on the HR Pack- 
ers molded fiberglass Saddlebags 
we put our panniers in a very ex- 
clusive league occupied by only 
the most costly motorcycle lug- 
gage. Simply slide two fasteners 
and Packers Bags transform 
themselves into totable cases 
complete with flush carrying 
handle. 


But when we made our quick-re- 
lease mechanism tamper-proof 
by locating the fasteners inside 
the lockable cases we created a 
very exclusive league . . . occu- 
pied by Packers alone. 


O Add to this . . . ample carrying 
capacity (1320 cu. in. per pair), 
high impact strength and beauti- 
fuly smooth interiors, and it's 
easy to see why the choice of HR 
Packers luggage is an open and 
shut case. O HR Packers Division 
Permali North America, P.O. Box 
718, Mount Pleasant, Pa. 15666. 


Order Information 


$130.00 a pair 

Black or white 
Send check or money order and 
specify make, model and year of 
cycle. Pa. residents add 6% sales 
tax. 








engine will never press the chassis to its 
limits. It runs predictably straight on 
cross-country trails. The 32-degree rake 
angle and six inches of trail are ideal 
figures for cross-country rough terrain— 
particularly fast desert trail. Cutting back 
and forth and making turns demands one 
or two downshifts, full throttle and drop- 
ping the bike into the corner. The Husky 
may bounce or twitch slightly in the 
whoops, but it always exits turns straight 
and true. All it needs is more power. 

There are numerous areas where the 
175 Husqvarna needs improvement. The 
Stock suspension problems should be 
corrected before the Husky can be raced. 
The 2.0 gallon steel gas tank is far too 
small for either cross-country racing or 
enduros. The gas cap leaks. The side- 
stand needs to be bent out so that it holds 
the bike up at a less upright angle. And 
the spring should be shortened so that 
it firmly retains the arm when folded. Fi- 
nally the Husky needs more power to be 
competitive with fast 175s (see sidebar). 

Considering the limited interest in 175 
class racing, thé Husky Cross Country 
should come equipped with enduro light- 
ing and speedometer to broaden its ca- 
pabilities. A rider will still need a speed- 
ometer, cable and drive unit for enduros. 
Husqvarna has an accessory kit available 
for $55.68. 

Enduro lighting equipment will have to 
be purchased from an aftermarket source 
like Preston Petty. Husqvarna no longer 
has accessory lighting kits. A lighting 


HOP-UP Continued from page 37 


tial increase in power and torque. The 
changes gave 2.61 more bhp and .92 
more pounds-feet of torque for gains 
of 15 and 8 per cent respectively. 

The power gain may not be dazzling 
butit's virtually cost-free. No new parts 
are required. A small, high-speed 
grinder, an assortment of files, a drill 
motor and vernier calipers are allthat's 
needed. The work is simple and 
straightforward. The split exhaust port 
windows were widened 2.0mm (.080- 
inch) at the small upper edge of their 
ears. This increases exhaust flow of 
the main combustion charge as the 
piston lowers to open the port. 

The steel sleeve flange cutaway ad- 
jacent to the transfer ports at the cyl- 
inder base must be ground down. The 
stock sleeve cutaways protrude about 
five millimeters below the machined 
cylinder base. Grinding the sleeve 
flush with the cylinder base raises the 
cutaways to match those in the piston 
skirt when the piston is near bottom 
center, and thus increases the effec- 
tive size of the transfer tunnel entries. 

To increase the intake duration the 
piston is drilled to produce two oblong 
openings above the stock induction 
holes. These two 10mm (.394-inch) by 
20mm (.788-inch) slots mate to the 
boost ports slots above the intake win- 





plug-in from the Motoplat CDI ignition is 
already provided on the outside of the 
magneto cover. Cross-country racers and 
enduro riders will also need a bash plate 
to protect the engine cases. 

The Husky 175 Cross Country is an 
exceptionally comfortable machine. Its 
extraordinarily long saddle permits sliding 
forward and back with ease. The location 
of the foot pegs and controls make both 
sitting and standing comfortable for most 
riders. With the suspension straightened 
out, the chassis performance is excellent. 

The 175 Husky performs at its best in 
fast desert-type terrain and on challeng- 
ing dirt roads. Its mid-size displacement, 
wide ratio gearbox and mediocre perfor- 
mance hardly equip it for motocross. The 
Husky Cross Country would be an near- 
ideal enduro mount, but lacks all the 
equipment necessary except the spark 
arrestor/ muffler. 

The 175cc Husqvarna is a good com- 
petition machine for the not-so-serious 
rider. It runs with an easy coolness, car- 
buretes beautifully, provides exceptional 
rider comfort, brakes predictably and 
should be very durable. But at $1500, it's 
$600 more than the 14 bhp MT 175 
Honda, and $150 costlier than the 23-plus 
bhp Can-Am. If the Husky 175 had full 
enduro equipment it would be in the price 
range of the Penton 175 enduro—the 
costliest of the 175s. As delivered, 
Husky's 175 Cross Country doesn't de- 
liver enough equipment or performance 
to justify the price. © 


dow and therefore also feed mixture 
from the crankcase to the boost ports. 

Matching the cylinder base port 
openings with the crankcase cutaways 
improves flow of incoming fuel and air. 
It'S necessary to check the height of 
the transfer port windows measuring 
from the top edge of the sleeve. Care- 
fully clean all the burrs and filings from 
the cylinder and piston before reas- 
sembly. No carburetor jetting changes 
should be necessary. 

The spark arrestor inside the 
super-quiet muffler restricts the ex- 
haust flow. The rear section of the 
silencer is glass packed, and in front 
of the packing there's a small conical 
screen assembly which traps hot ash 
particles. When we removed the spark 
arrestor unit to clean it (a regular 
maintenance necessity) we decided to 
leave the arrestor out. The silencer 
was replaced and the retaining circlip 
installed. The reduced exhaust re- 
striction let the engine run up to its 
maximum power rpm quicker and a 
slight mid-range hesitation evident in 
the stock engine disappeared. 

Pepping-up the 175cc Husky Cross 
Country is a worthwhile investment of 
time. And since no special parts have 
to be purchased the performance 
gains amount to free horsepower—a 
bargain at twice the price. 

—Dave Holeman 
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Goodtimes demand 
a trouble-free motorcycle oil 
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Castrol © 


GRAND PRIX 


Castrol GRAND PRIX Motorcycle Oils for 
two- and four-stroke bikes. Try Castrol 
Synthetic Two-Stroke Motorcycle Oil, 


Castrol Chain Lube and Fork Oil too! STROKE 
| MOTORCYCLE | 
INJEC f MOTORCYCLE OIL 
С m дй КУРТ? {ЖЕ 


HA HACKENS c 
CKENSACK. N. J. 07601 ACK. N. J 07601 
32 FLUID OZS (1 QUART) N 77 M 2 FLUID OZS (1 QUART) NC 


Burmah-Castrol Inc. 
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 


Member Burmah Group MOTOR оп. 


BURMAH-CASTROL INC Iasi ye RMAH-CASTROL INC. 
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| Quality Touring 
ДА OUR Accessories 


б S В Dy 
MIA LS IT. RIN Р.О. Box 484+ Laredo, TX 78040 · (512) 723-0287 


(C) Scroll Bar Pad 39, 95{ (D) Safety Ваг $17.95 
7 Hiway Pegs Extra 
$2.95 

















(B) Adjustable Back Rest. 
with Pad $14.95 


(F) MOTION 
TRENDS 
FAIRING 
$199.95 


= 


Introducing— 
MOTION TRENDS 


the most complete 
fairing on the market 
today. Safety, styling, 
& options at one low, 

low рїсе—$199.95 


= * Hand laminated fiberglass. Gel coat finish makes it scratch & chip proof. Extra heavy 

j duty welded steel constructed frame mount. 

e Clear plexiglass windshield 3/16” thick (tint available), nylon screws. Meets all D.O.T. 
Standards, snap vents for riding comfort. 

* Turn Signals: built in to meet the new D.O.T. Standard. 

* Pre-Installed Headlight: 50 watt high beam, 40 watt low beam. 

* Locking Storage Compartments: two compartments large enough to hold qts of 
oil, tools, clothing, etc. Uniform, form fitting fiberglass covers with key locks protect 
your valuables 

~~ j ° Side mount reflectors. » Wiring harness with quick disconnect plug. 


| س س‎ а س س ت س‎ nO a س‎ e es 


| TOUR MASTER ° P.O. Box 484 ° Laredo, TX 78040 • (512)723-0287 















(G) | 

__A. Scroll Bars $18.95 
Luggage i Em А Back Rest $14.95 Yes, | want to be a “Tour Master." Send me all of the 
Racks $19.95 > C. Scroll Bar Pad $9.95 quality accessories I've checked. My motorcycle: 

— D. Safety Bar $17.95 


Hiway Pegs $2.95 
—— E. Front Fairing $69.95 Make 
— F. MOTION TRENDS $199.95 
— G. Luggage Racks $19.95 Name 


Model Year 








| 
All chrome bolt-ons are Ameri- | 
can-made using finest quality tubing. | 
All joints are gas glux blazed. Hard- | 
ware is grade 5 рег SAE J429. Plat- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Total enclosed —— — — —- Address 


Check or Money Order 
Tx. res. add 5% sales tax 


sina BALL OR WHITE FOR FREE BRO SHURE. INGUIRIES INVITED, s. m 


ing done to ASTM B456 standard by 
dual nickel micro-porous process 
then machine & hand polished. 








9 |f you love your oil-injected, fed- 
inspected 250 roadster, stop reading right 
here. Because you don't want to know 
about the Maico MD 250. Those addicted 
to the wonders of Japanese technology 
won't recognize the Maico 250 as a mo- 
torcycle. A primitive, rough, crude two- 
wheeled tractor, they insist, but surely not 
a motorcycle. 

That's nothing compared to the reac- 
tion of Maico enthusiasts. Maico-folks are 
off-road folks. There're people who be- 
lieve in the majesty of knobby-powered 
dirt-slinging launches through the great 
outdoors, and in the character-building 
qualities of bottomless quagmires and 
endless sandwashes. They look at the MD 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVE HOLEMAN, PAUL R. HALESWORTH 


250 and gasp: it's a street bike. That 
phrase invariably comes out as a simulta- 
neous declaration and question—the first 
response of the true believer when pre- 
sented with irrefutable evidence of real 
subversion. A Maico street bike: it's the 
world turned dirt-side in. 

Those who embrace nutball motorcy- 
cles shouldn't smoke down to their local 
Maico dealer to find an MD250 for two 
reasons. First, the Maico roadster isn't a 
nutball motorcycle; second, there aren't 
any MD 2505 for sale in this country and 
there won't be. It's a matter of markets 
and money. Not enough enthusiasts live 
in American motorcycledom to support a 
$1300 single-cylinder two-stroke which 





has one rotary valve, six-speeds, no oil 
injection, rock-mulcher engine noises, 
and a generous lot of vibration. 

And why, you may ask, doesn't the MD 
250 Maico qualify as a nutball motorcycle? 
Understand that NBMs are usually rare, 
pricey and precious devices, distin- 
guished by their incompetence as motor- 
cycles. Example: the Munch Mammoth. 
This German hybrid used an NSU au- 
tomobile engine for power; it was a beau- 
tifully crafted piece which had real possi- 
bilities as an internal-combustion calliope, 
but few as a motorcycle. The Maico, for 
all its idiosyncracies, is an honest motor- 
cycle, pure and elemental. 

Maico's MD 250 is the 1975 update of 
a concept that withered away in the 
United States after 1967. Call it stone-axe 
motorcycling. This notion held that mo- 
torcycles should be simple machines 
blessed with power, braking and handling. 
Such bikes were rugged in their funda- 
mentals but tender in their details. Ducati 
250 singles had bullet-proof engines and 
confounding electrics; you could neither 
break the engine nor get dependable 
lighting. Simple didn't mean controls 
which any idiot could operate. Simple 
meant no superfluous blinker lights, no 
second/third/or fourth cylinders, no extra 
nothing. Bultaco built the Metralla 200/ 
250 series, OSSA had 230cc Wildfire 
roadster, Ducati pumped 250 and 350 
singles, BSA offered lightweight 
thumpers, and Benelli sold four-stroke 
singles from 125 to 250cc. Americans 
voted with their checkbooks, and the sim- 


Viewpoint: Stone -Axe Motorcycling Revisited 


It's a Maico road bike, we explained 
to the dirt crowd. They couldn't accept 
it. It's a Maico road bike, we repeated 
to the pavement runners. And they 
wouldn’t believe it. by Phil Schilling 
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ple machines wentunsold while Japanese 
lightweights enjoyed one record year after 
another. The message was clear. Farewell 
stone-axe motorcycling. 

Meanwhile Europeans kept faith with 
the simple machines, in part because the 
main Japanese thrust came in United 
States, and partly because Europeans 
supported home-built products. After all, 
the bikes were their stone axes. Moreover, 
British and European motorcycling had 
a long utilitarian tradition wherein one 
serviced his own axe with two adjustable 
spanners, a good screwdriver, a piece of 
wire and length of string. 

Nearly six years have passed since 
Cycle has sampled SA motorcycles; 
enough time has elapsed so that only 
old-fogies over twenty-five might re- 
member how a Bultaco Metralla looked— 
and ran. Just perhaps American enthusi- 
asts could re-discover the simple, ele- 
mental two-fifty motorcycle. Maybe all the 
cafe-racer talk about "fundamentals" of 
motorcycles will eventually stimulate a 
hard look downrange in displacement. 
So the time has come to investigate the 
progress of stone-axe motorcycling. Enter 
the Maico MD 250. 

Spare and spartan, the Maico has an 
inescapable economy of line and pur- 
pose. There are no frills whatever, turn 





International in character, the MD 250 has Italian 
brakes and fork, British shocks and German soul. 


x See 
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signals excepted. Indicator lights—neu- 
tral, generator, parking and high beam— 
: don'texist. The speedometer, tachometer 
and ignition/light-key switch all mount on 
a single plain aluminum plate sprayed in 
black crinkle-paint. Polishing the plate 
would be too costly, and the paint covers 
imperfections and eliminates glare. 

The instruments are suspended in rub- 
ber. Cycle's resident Maico expert did a 
double-take on the instrument-rubbers; 
they are stock air intake boots as fitted 
to Maico dirt bikes. The VDO instruments 
work well, and the white numbers pop out 
nicely against the black background. The 
electric tachometer showed a wavering 
uncertainty from time to time, but gener- 
ally it maintained its composure. The 
speedometer, marked off in kilome- 
ters-per-hour, has no resetable tripmeter. 

Maico spent most of their money on the 
engine and running gear. Derived from 
Maico's 125cc road racing engine, the 
rotary-valve two-stroke is something quite 
different mechanically from Maico's pis- 
ton-port enduro and motocross engines. 
But like the dirt bikes, the major castings 
have all been formed in sand, and con- 
sequently the engine appears very rough 
and unfinished. 

A rubber hose connects the air-cleaner 
(under the seat) to the chamber under 





(Above) Not a single idiot light in evidence, the 
MD 250 lacks fed-legal hand controls and instru- 
mentation. (Right) Behind massive head and cylin- 
der lies the Krober box and air cleaner. 
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the outboard right-hand crankcase cover. 
There the 32mm Bing carburetor mixes 
the fuel/air charge which enters the 
crankcase, courtesy of a stainless steel 
disc valve. 

Bore-and-stroke dimensions are ex- 
traordinarily oversquare, 76mm x 54mm. 
The short-stroke engine, according to 
Maico, develops maximum horsepower 
and torque at 7000 rpm, though the red- 
line begins at 8000 rpm. Seat-of-the-pants 
measurement suggests the 7000-figure is 
on target, and beyond 8000 rpm the en- 
gine fades. 

Ball bearings support the narrow 
crankshaft on both sides, and the con- 
necting rod turns on caged needle bear- 
ings at both ends. The Mahle piston has 
two rings; a Dykes ring on top and a 
normal compression ring in the bottom 
groove. 

The left-side primary is chain drive; 
duplex chain (%-inch x %2-inch) runs be- 
tween the output sprocket (21 teeth) and 
the clutch-drum (40 teeth) giving a 1.9 
primary gear-ratio. The chain-driven pri- 
mary is silent—and the tall primary gearing 
drastically reduces the input torque 
through the clutch and gearbox. This 
allows Maico to use its traditional small 
clutch and narrow transmission gears. 
Packaging six gearsinside the crankcases 


(which usually house four small gears) is 
a close-quartered trick, but the Germans 
make it work. 

Spent gases exit out the header pipe 
which branches into two mufflers under 
the engine. This elaborate exhaust system 
holds down the exhaust noise, and un- 
derscores the outrageous commotion in- 
side the engine. 

The six-speed transmission coordinates 
nicely with the power characteristics of 
the engine. The 250 will pull with some 
resolution from 4000 rpm and with real 
authority from 5000 rpm. Touching the 
8000-rpm redline yields the following 
maximum speeds in gears: first, 29 mph; 
second, 44.5 mph; third, 58 mph; fourth, 
74 mph; fifth, 87 mph; sixth, 96 mph. With 
that kind of gearbox coverage, any rider 
capable of shifting gears can’t fall into 
a powerless hole. 

The engine has no provision for oil 
injection. You bring your own oil, and 
shake it in. To gas up, staffers would pour 
16 ounces of Torco two-stroke oil into a 
jerry can, lug the container to the gas 
station, add three gallons of regular, 
dance a jig with the can, and then top 
up the tank. The gas mileage averaged 
about 40 miles per gallon, so the Maico 
could have you walking inside 120 miles. 

(Continued on page 44) 
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“TRICKIT” 
FOR FORKS... 


YAMAHA 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI 


NEWS!!! 
өөө 

Koni and MX Boge shock 

coolers! From the people 


who made fork kits work 
for under 10 bucks, 


CZ кы shock coolers that work 


& SHOCKS... 


for $19.95! 


1 A (Add $1.00 handling & shipping; 
KONI Calif. residents 6% sales tax) 


BOGE 
THERMOFLOW 
(Yamaha) 


FREE CATALOG! 
WRITE TODAY — 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Number One 


Products Inc. 
11509 Bexley Drive, Whittier, California 90606 





WHO INVENTED THE 
KAWASAKI COOLER? 


Why Lockhart: Naturally... 


KAWASAKI: The superbike meets LOCKHART; 
the cooler cooler. Put them together and you've got the 


recipe for a beautiful combination. B. — Fresh 
organic 
Feel the rugged brazed aluminum construction. =% gue 

A forest of lanced offset fin is lurking in the oil pass mountain 


j water. 


tubes. That's what makes Lockhart the cooler cooler. , 
Quick and simple installation, long engine life. ( 


Another cooler recipe is listed 


below. Other models available $65 95 


for most touring bikes. 
KW-900; complete kit 


Black epoxy enamel. 
California residents add sales tax. 
$2 


0.00 more in Chrome. 





Chill glass: 
do not eat 
maraschino 
cherry... 
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Lockhart Industries, Inc. 15707 Texaco Avenue, Paramount, СА 90723 (213) 774-2981 


This is the heretofore SECRET recipe lifted from the Lockhart vault by suave 
marketing department personnel. Fill your bota at home; serve over shaved ice on 
tour. 1% oz. SAKE, 2 oz. FRESH HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE JUICE, 2 oz. MAI TAI 
MIX and У oz. GRENADINE per cooler. Enough of these and you might want us to 
change the name to KAMAKAZI cooler! Shiver...lt's chilling! 
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For any all-day ride your anti-hiking re- 
quirements are a bottle of two-stroke oil, 
a good eye to estimate the amount of 
gasoline needed, and steady hand to pour 
in the proportionate quantity of oil to gas. 
Then, with the tank nearly full, you shake 
the entire bike and hope you've got a 
good mix. After these filling station rites, 
you know why oil-injected two-stroke 
roadsters are popular. 

In the Maico scheme of things oil injec- 
tion is complicated and expensive. A 
decade ago, four-strokes made up half 
the machinery of stone-axe motorcycling. 
Today, the poppet-valve bikes have all but 
disappeared. The Ducati four-stroke sin- 
gles, the sole survivors in Europe, will be 
phased out of production in 1975 because 
the engines are too costly to build. By 
comparison, the Maico two-stroke single 
has. fewer parts and involves less ma- 
chining; it’s cheaper to build than more 
complex designs. Moreover, this ''mod- 
ern" two-stroke single can return greater 
horsepower on less weight than all four 
stroke singles. And doing more with less 
is basic to building a good elemental 
motorcycle. 

Maico didn't skimp on the running gear. 
Upfront, a Marzocchi fork controls wheel 
bounce while Girling shock absorbers 
handle the rear suspension. An effective 
(for a 275-pound bike) 180mm Grimeca 
four shoe brake anchors the front while 
a two-shoe 160mm Grimeca brake and 
hub mount on the rear. 

The MD 250 has a curious blend of 
aggravating traits and outstanding fea- 
tures. To start the motorcycle, you must 
know the drill: how much priming, choke 
lever and throttle. The uninitiated will Kick 
furiously without result. When the engine 
does start, there arises a marvelous clat- 
ter, made more amazing by the fact that 
sound energy alone doesn't hatch the 
engine. The piston bangs and rattles, and 
the stainless steel rotary valve whips and 
pounds in its cavity. If you didn't know 
that the Maico engine was supposed to 
create this horrifying din, you'd immedi- 
ately kill the engine, figuring you had 
stopped the thing two seconds before 
a metal-shredding catastrophe. But if you 
know about Maicos, you pull in the 
clutch, catch first gear and motor away. 

Anyone who has ever owned a civilized 
Japanese motorcycle would call the MD 
250 a ferocious vibrator. Accelerate hard 
through the gears and the handlebars 
dance in frenzy. At 55 mph there's not 
much poke in sixth, so upgrades encour- 
age a dip to fifth, and a quick pass could 
call for fourth. Fifth is shakier than sixth, 
though still not unpleasant. Fourth gear 
raises the engine to its bad-vibe zone. 

Despite its shakier aspects, the Maico 
MD 250 can work as a volks-transporter, 
and indeed the Germans probably de- 
signed the bike with that function in mind. 
Sticking the transmission in sixth and 
allowing the engine to pull against the tall 
gear (12 mph per 1000 rpm) makes the 
engine reasonably quiet and smooth. 
Furthermore, the comfortable index goes 
up in other ways. The seat has enough 
padding to make long mileage bearable, 
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NOW YOUR BIKE 
inside and out 


Know how to tune it... to fix it . . . to rebuild 
it yourself. The TOTAL SERVICE MANUAL for 
your bike will show you how to do everything 
from a minor adjustment to a major overhaul. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS are digests of of- 
ficial factory workshop manuals. Each one is care- 
fully rewritten for use by the do-it-yourself bike 
owner. Clear and easy to follow, yet complete and 
detailed enough even for professional use. You get 
all the important information plus hundreds of the 
best pictures, diagrams, and specification tables. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS 


9840 AJS & MATCHLESS singles—57-66 

9841 AJS & MATCHLESS twins—55-65 
BMW all 500, 650, 750 models—55-73 
BRIDGESTONE inc 50, 60, 90 & 175 models .... 
BSA Bantam—all models from 1968 on 
BSA 250, 350, 500, 650 A, B, С models—to 68 . . 
BSA 650 unit twin models—all to 72 $ 
BULTACO, all 125-250cc models 


CZ—all 125, 250, 400cc models—69-74 
DKW, PENTON with Sachs 100, 125cc eng— 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1-cyl—all models—47-72 ... 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 2-cyl—all models—55-72 .. .$ 
HODAKA—90 & 100cc models—64-72 
HONDA 50-90cc all inc Mini & trail—63-71 
HONDA 1-cylinder—100-250cc—70-72 
HONDA 2 cylinder—125-360cc—64-74 
HONDA Scramblers—250 & 305cc—all years .. 
HONDA 2-cylinder—450cc—65-74 6 
HONDA 4-cylinder—350-550cc—72-74 
HONDA 4-cylinder—750cc—69-74 
HONDA ENDURO—125, 250, Elsinore models ... 
HUSQVARNA—125-450cc—66-72 $ 
KAWASAKI 1-cyl—all 90-350cc—66-74 .. 
KAWASAKI 2-cyI—250 & 350cc—66-71 .. 
KAWASAKI 3-cyl—350, 500, 750cc—69 
KAWASAKI 900 21—73-74 
LAMBRETTA motorscooter—all models—57-70. . 
MAICO—125-400cc—69-74 
MONTESSA—all 123-360cc—65-74 
MOTO GUZZI—V700, V750, V850—66-72 
NORTON 750, 850—all models—66-74 
OSSA 1-cylinder—all 125, 175, 250cc—71-72 ... 
3790 SUZUKI 1-cylinder—50-400cc—64-74 
3792 SUZUKI 2-cylinder—125-500cc—64-74 
9784 SUZUKI 3-cylinder—380, 550, 750cc—71-74 ... 
3753 TRIUMPH—all 500, 650, 750 models—63-74 ... 
3747 YAMAHA 1-cyl—all 50-73cc rotary valve—63-74. .$6.50 
3748 YAMAHA 1-cyl Enduro—90-360cc— 68-74 $ 
3787 YAMAHA 2-cylinder—90-350cc—65-74 
9775 YAMAHA 650 2-cylinder—65-74 
0720 YAMAHA TX750 





3741 MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

3742 MOTORCYCLE CARBURETORS 

3724 MOTORCYCLE ENGINEERING 

1039 MOTORCYCLE TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE 
` 0745 MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ENCYCLOPEDIA 
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and the space ergonomics have been 
scaled to some, but notall,.human beings. 

For many riders the seat seems to have 
a pocket located too far rearward—and 
the footpegs, as well as the low-set han- 
dlebar, feel too far forward. Tall riders (six 
feet and up) have arms and legs long 
enough to sit in the pocket and still reach 
pegs and bars comfortably. Short riders, 
(five-eight and under) will naturally drop 
into the saddle at a point forward of the 
pocket and find a comfortable position. 
But medium-sized riders slip into the 
pocket, which makes the pegs and bars 
seem strangely distant. 

The suspension produces the Maico's 
real over-the-road comfort. A decade ago, 
lightweights with sporting pretentions 
came sprung with buckboard tautness. 
Rear suspension units were all spring and 
no damping. This set-up improved what 
passed for handling but the heavy-duty 
springs also created a bone-shattering 
ride. Those lightweights touted as touring 
bikes usually had mush-master suspen- 
sion: soft springs and no damping. Not 
only did the bikes snake and weave in 
corners, but even in a straight line the 
rocking never stopped over bumps. 

The MD 250 has absolutely first-rate 
suspension control. The fork and shock 
absorbers allow the wheels to respond 
to both large and small bumps in the road. 
Despite its suppleness, the MD pays no 
penalty in backroad handling. Of course 
there's a lot less for the Maico's suspen- 
sion to control—the bike weighs 275 
pounds wet, substantially under the 350- 
pound average for standard Japanese 
250 roadsters. Good as the Maico's sus- 
pension is, the bike's handling doesn't 
depend entirely on the fork and shocks. 
The motorcycle's basic physical dimen- 
sions, its geometry, and the rigidity of the 
frame and swing arm are fundamentally 
important to the MD 250's handling. The 
result is simple: straightline or curve, hard 
acceleration or full-on braking, the Maico 
doesn't get squirrely. 

Every other two-fifty could take a lesson 
or two from Maico; suspension-wise the 
MD-250 is easily the most comfortable 250 
Cycle staffers had tried and it's also the 
best backroad handler. Japanese 200/ 
2505 run out of cornering clearance long 
before the Maico begins to approach its 
limit. And through truly bumpy corners, 
Japanese suspensions relinquish control 
over the wheels: either the units go com- 
pletely flaccid or strong springs cause the 
rear wheel to skitter across bumps. The 
Maico suspension just soaks up the 
bumps, maintains wheel control, and 
keeps the motorcycle on track through the 
corner. The bike can be hooked through 
corners harder and harder until the cen- 
terstand touches down, and at that point 
(especially with the suspension up a 
notch or two on preload) discretion must 
be the better part of survival. 

By touchdown, you can already feel the 
excellent Continental tires (2.75 x 18 RB 
front; 3.25 x 18 K-111 rear) beginning to 
feel loose. The Continentals were impres- 
sive—and small-bore street chargers 

(Continued on page 46) 


_If you like to 
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Fast Тоо! Job! 


Жж TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle 


Mechanic 





ride a cycle 
for fun...learn how to fix 


it for profit! Can you imagine a better way to 
earn your living? And to make it even better, the 
pay is great—whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for someone else or decide to start 
your own cycle repair business. 

Now, thanks to North American, there’s a fast, 
easy way to get the training you need... at home in 
your spare time. No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
... AND 50 IS FIXING THEM! — 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plüs an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than'10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
Cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
is open to you now, Rush coupon for FREE 
"Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 


















ican "know-how" 
i us your North American 
sea We leach you hew to Ka enea 
iming li lectrical tes! i 
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impact screwdrivers. 
за тр gauges, vacuum gauges. Dus 
ignition wrench sels, dial indicators and IRE 
р lude a set of special cycle tools and inslrur Dee 
en These are yours eer s à your eyele mechanic. Find out all 
in y ion- career as а \ m UR 
a ait action paet FREE “Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit" No 
КШК „ . now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


^ You'll Be the Center of 


Attraction in Your Circle of Friends . . . 

Be the envy of friends & neighbors 

as they flock around to watch you 

tear down and tune-up all kinds 

of motorcycles. And just think of 

X the satisfaction in knowing you've 

S got the best performing bike in 

town. Plus, you can make extra 

= dollars fixing motorcycles for 
your friends and neighbors. 


SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 
Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 
cycle mechanics. 


















Mail Coupon Now! 


FcuserbyHomesdr с сл туш WOOL NS TEN 


Careers by Home-Study 
NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR I 
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CHAIN LIFE 


MING CHAIN LUBE! 











Oftencopied, butneverduplicated. 
Chain Life is a high performance 
lubricant specially formulated for 
motorcycle chains. Contains no 

oil, silicone, moly, or graphite. 
Chain Life is a compounded 
synthetic lubricant that sprays 
on the chain in a bead of foam 
with no overspray or waste. 
Chain Life has the unique Ў 
ability їо cling to the chain. S 
Penetrates instantly, lubri- 
cates chain rollers and pins, 
and repels dirt, sand, mud and grass. 





Floride 
Cycle Supply 


Don't be a wheeler dealer... 


stock only quality parts and accessories 
from Florida Cycle Supply and Inter- 
national Cycle Supply. 

Featured above is the Shelby Dowd 
star wheel, now available for 500/550/750 
Hondas; soon for 500/750/900 Kawasakis. 
We also carry specially engineered Hurst/ 
Airhurst rear disc brake kits. 

Dealers, for a// your motorcycle needs, 
please consult our 1975 catalog. 


P.O. Box 5245 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 
(904-733-3363) 


Chain Life—it's a way of 
life for your motorcycle. 
You'll find the complete 


in the Petrochem High Per- 
formance Motorcycle Care 
Center at your motorcycle 
= dealer or supply store. 


PETROCHEM 


KEEPS YOU GOING 


SPECIALTY PRODUCTS PO. Box 3105 Santa Fe Springs, 


a. 
Ashland. 
=> California 90670 (213) 699-9951 


KERKER POWER 
For your HONDA FOUR 
or KAWASAKI 900 


The Ultimate Four-into-one 
Superbike Exhaust System! 
e Upto 20% more power 
3-5 mpg better mileage 
Save up to 20 pounds 
Deep, mellow sound 
Maximum road clearance 
Modern, upswept styling 


Available for HONDA 750, 550, 500 
and KAWASAKI 900. Prices: Chrome 
$160/Black $140. T-shirt $5.00. See 
your dealer or order from: 


CALL TOLL-FREE: . IN CALIFORNIA: 
(800) 421-0520 (213) 876-3600 


/RACECRAFTERS 
INTERNATIONAL 


7932 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90046 


Send for Free Accessory Catalog 





Family of Petrochem Products 


ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY Division of Ashland Oil, Inc. 








should consider trying these tires. Often 
street scratchers fit 3.60 x 18 Dunlop 
TT-100s as a matter of course, but in 
many cases these tires are simply too 
large; they were never designed for small 
bikes. The Continentals, on the contrary, 
have been scaled to sub-350s. The Maico 
can be run hard into a corner and 
snapped right over on a fast line. That’s 
something you don’t want to try without 
grippy tires. 

The Maico can go quickly without 
straining itself or its rider. It handles so 
well and presents such a sense of security 
that one can gallop up a mountain road, 
unconscious of his pace. The Maico gets 
its back-road speed from handling, not 
brute power. An RD 250 Yamaha which 
can blitz the quarter-mile in 15.1 seconds, 
has the Maico covered on acceleration. 
But the German single will turn a very 
decent 15.7, @ 83.25 mph, and that's 
considerably quicker and faster than the 
Suzuki GT 250M, which lags far behind 
with a 16.5-second quarter. Perfor- 
mance-wise, the Maico is much closer to 
the Yamaha 250 than the Suzuki. 

If the Maico’s front brake and handling 
gets a rider into a corner quickly, then 
the six-speed transmission guarantees a 
handy gear for rocketing out of the 
kink. There’s always a right gear, and 
the bike seems to blast out of corners. 
In truth a good deal of that exit speed 
is merely extra momentum which the 
Maico has carried all through the corner. 
The secret is handling, not motor. 

When a rider tries to use all the Maico's 
power, vibration courses through the mo- 
torcycle. At 5500-rpm the engine begins 
to shake with determination, at 8000-rpm 
the thing is downright hateful. Conse- 
quently, the Maico can be ridden at full- 
flog on a winding back-road for only a 
short period of time, about a half-hour. 
After that, the rider can no longer cancel 
the vibration out of his mind because his 
hands are literally going numb. You can 
go faster, longer by avoiding the 8000- 
rpm/clenched-teeth approach to rapid 
motoring. Concentrate on smoothness, 
short braking, good lines, and about 
6500/7000 rpm. It's more fun and not 
nearly as stinging. 

Stone-axe motorcycling is alive and well 
in Germany, at least around the Maico 
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works. And there's been progress in the 
last five years. The Maico suggests that 
those simple machines may now be both 
rugged and reliable. The Maico has a 
battery in its ignition and lighting system, 
something far beyond old Mark 3 Ducatis 
or Bultaco Metrallas. Krober pointless 
ignition system ends any fussing with 
ignition timing, and the spark plug didn't 
foul once. Though it rattled a lot, the MD 
250 just ran on and on. Old sporting two- 
strokes clattered a lot and stopped about 
as often. The MD 250, thanks to its rotary 
valve and six-speed transmission, will 
scoot away from a Bultaco Metralla or 
Ducati MK3. The Maico is more comfort- 
able, handles better, and brakes harder 
than any early examples of stone-axe 
motorcycling. The Maico is genuine 1975 
update on that basic concept. 

The MD 250 also reminds its rider of 
the gains and losses of ‘‘civilized’’ motor- 
cycling. American wanted oil injection, 
and got it—with some weight. We prized 
smoothness, and the Japanese delivered 
heavier twins. Yankees hated skinned 
shins and other beauty marks of snappish 
kickstarters; electric starters proliferated. 
Manufacturers went on a gadgeteering 
spree, and American bought bikes with 
first-class do-dads and second-class 
handling. We wanted handy sidestands 
and other conveniences; ground clear- 
ance suffered and idiot lights grew by the 
rows. The federal government dictated 
other things, and everyone built to order: 
battery ignitions, turn signals and mufflers 
grown large like malignant tumors. 

Stone-axe motorcycling for Americans? 
History says no. The Maico stubbornly 
gives another answer. © 
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Made of a special grade of 
Dupont Nylon. Not affected by 
gasoline, oils, cleaning solvents 
Por temperature extremes. Easy 
to install. Fits all motorcycles, 
except Suzuki. 


GUARANTEE 


The IMPAC Gear Shift Lever is 
guaranteed for life against 
breakage. If the lever breaks 
ө IMPACT RESISTANT NYLON AND for any reason, the manufacturer will replace it 
CURVED SHAPE VIRTUALLY ELIMI- for just a $1.50 charge for handling and mailing. 
NATE BREAKAGE 

e ABSORBS IMPACT — HELPS PRE- SEND TODAY— For free UPD catalog send name, 
VENT TRANSMISSION DAMAGE address, Zip. For gear shift lever send your name, 
ө RETURNS TO ORIGINAL SHAPE address and ZIP code, this ad, and $7.95 (we pay 
AFTER IMPACT postage) to: 


UNBREAKABLE 
GEAR SHIFT LEVER 


GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 


$7.95 


postpaid Р 







UNITED PARTS DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. (81, 3839 36th St. S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49508 


Put our ‘Rest’ 1H 
against your 
‘pack’ and you have... BAC 


THE ONLY TOTALLY ADJUSTABLE BACKREST PROVIDING TOTAL 
COMFORT, WITH, OR WITHOUT PASSENGER! 


Totally adjustable: any position forward or rearward. | | 
Moveable with fingertip ease; No extra tools required. 
Constructed of 9/16" SOLID hexagon steel. NOT TUBING! 
ІА 

Beautiful Chrome Finish. 

Pad available in black or brown. 

Optional matching luggage rack with riveted weather resistant 
wood slats. 

Because of its adjustability in aiding the driver as well as the 
passenger, it is rightfully called a ‘‘Backrest’’ and not a sissy 
bar. 








GUARANTEED #1 IN COMFORT! 


Present models to fit Honda 750, 550 and 500, KAW Z-1. Other models available soon 
including GL1000. Check with us. 


When ordering, specify color of pad desired and year and model ot bike. 





STOCK NO. PRICE 
01-1011 SSSlider Backrest 750 Honda ВІК. $59.99 
01-1012 SSSlider Backrest 750 Honda Brn. 59.99 
01-1013 SSSlider Backrest 500-550 Honda BIk. 59.99 
01-1014 SSSlider Backrest 500-550 Honda Brn. 59.99 
02-1011 SSSlider Backrest 900 Kawasaki BIk. 59.95 
02-1012 SSSlider Backrest 900 Kawasaki Brn. 59.95 


01-1020 Matching Luggage Rack 29.99 


dougdann inc. 


7101 65th Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55428 
(612) 535-7601 
Send check or money order. No C.O.D.'s accepted. Allow 2-3 
weeks delivery. 





COLOR YR. & MODEL PRICE 




















SUB TOTAL 

“THE SSSLIDER BACKREST” TAX* 
SHOWN IN 3 OF THE MANY POSITIONS. 5% SHIPPING 
TOTAL 





SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. If dissatisfied for any 
reason, money will be refunded upon return of product 
within 30 days. 

Write for our complete touring and cycle products 
catalogue. Send 10¢ to above address to cover postage. 


*Minn. Residents include 4% Sales tax. 
Write for our complete touring and cycle products catalogue. Send 10¢ 
to above address to cover postage. 
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Switch to autperfn 

and save "10.00 on 

J Metric Socket 
Wrench Set. 








pe The superior performance that 
й comes from ND's special copper glass seal 
that fuses the electro right to the insulator to prevent pre-ignition or overheating 
at high speeds, carbon fouling at low speeds, is reason enough to insist on ND. 

And now, for a limited time only, there's even more reason to switch to ND. 
With the cartons from two ND plugs and just $8.95 we'll send you an $18.95 retail 
value 13 piece Metric Socket Wrench Set that every bike rider should have. 

You get a set of ten 3/8" drive sockets - 9mm, 10mm, 11mm, 12mm, 13mm, 
14mm, 15mm, 17mm, 19mm, a 13/16" spark plug socket with a neoprene insert— 
an extension, a reversible ratchet drive handle, all in a heavy duty molded storage 
case, at a $10 savings. What a bargain! 

Get that coupon in the mail. 
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ü | know a deal when 1 see one: Here's my check for $8.95 E 
a and two ND spark plug cartons. Please send me your 13 piece В 
B metric socket wrench set. (California residents please add 6% E 
JA i i i 
B] шее m et 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. Offer expires The world’s largest B 
B producer of electrical E 
N 
NH er parts for motorcycles. E 
Address З Е 
Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. Е 
a City State Zip 857 East 230th Street Carson, California 90745 
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TIPS Continued from page 30 you get with stock mirrors. 
Another Z-1 problem involves the clutch 








МЕ AFFIX LABELS, œ | sters, РХѕ and FLHs. Use the J12Y only actuating mechanism. If your Z-1 has 
oC Se 5 | with extreme caution and rich jetting. developed a grabby clutch, causing a 
[2 „| 5 Also, he says the Champion #H equals lurch when you take off from a stop, first 
= 3 the Harley-Davidson #4. The reach, or таке sure the cable is well lubricated and 

9 il a$ threaded length of an H series plug is if that doesn't help you'll have to dig a 
|5 М | Pas 7/16-inch, while the correct reach for all little deeper. Remove the chain cover 
Ps " the big Harleys in 3/8-inch. Using the from the left side of the engine, then 

e Е | ® $ | longer reach plug can cause problems check the nylon clutch-release worm. It 
lz t | |= & ® as the exposed threads become a hot- probably will be dry, so lubricate it with 
| & 5 | Ж 5з | spotin the combustion chamber, and also some medium-consistency grease while 
13 £ $ zg | тау collect enough hard carbon to таке working the clutch lever. After bolting 

E | | g3 plug removal difficult. The correct plug, everything back together, adjust the 
E | ~ 2 | in the Champion line, would therefore be clutch and the grabbiness should be 
|3 $5 one in the J series, all of which have a gone. 
|e | | 5 8 3/8-inch reach. You may experiment with Frank Netardus, Jr. 

Ф | | 22 the heat range, which in Champion plugs Sugarland, Texas 
E £ ° | is designated by the number, but the 

S [2 e |5 |. al " 85 | prefix letter indicates plug dimensions A Q-TIP 

$a 9 18 |5 lS, e! $| „| e| 8$ | and this must not be changed. In cleaning threaded holes, such as 

I»: E | ЗЕ 2 Dennis Ruppel those in carburetors, | have found that 





Rosedale, New York — Q-tips are a pretty good substitute for an 


ou =) ооло о = D 

© a dmm eur “ӘЗ = air hose. You can screw the Q-tip іп and 
S2 SE 2E BE Hun m Z-1 BLUR AND GRAB out, and really get the threads clean. A 
$e Ss SE 55 ss 2 І have tried several methods ofreducing little gas or carburetor cleaner soaked 
E SERADPBO- S22 m the vibration blurring of my Kawasaki into the cotton helps remove varnish. 
тыр, Фф 832 2 ә = 228 5 Z-1's mirrors, including adding weight to Also, you can attach a piece of wire 
gs 2 a8 SENS EUM s them (per Tips, June '75). What | finally to a Q-tip and drag it through oil pas- 
i4 ез ra Б EE з did was to replace them completely, with  sages—if they don't make any abrupt 
o. Süst. 5 BES 8 |а веі of the mirrors used on Honda's turns—to clear them of sludge. There are 
ES ъз Sos 2 EXE 252 late-model road bikes. The ones with а lot of other hard-to-clean places on a 
= А = = Se ^ s& ODO TE» large-diameter threads fit with no hassle, | motorcycle, and | have found that Q-tips 
peun LT SEE and they provide an almost total lack of аге a good tool for cleaning them. 
2QuBEESZÉIÉEH = а vibration blurring up to about 80 mph— Michael Flint 
S56 atz£zmo OOO | compared with the 55-60 mph threshold Thompson, Pennsylvania © 


CIRCLE SPROCKET’S 


1975 CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE 


SEND $1.00 FOR OUR LATEST 32-PAGE CATALOG FOR PRICES AND SPECS ON: 


© DISHED SPROCKETS 
Yamaha 125 MX, YZ, 175 MX; Hodaka 
90-100 cc; Harley FX, FXE 1200; 
Zundapp 125 апа Kawasaki. КТ: 250 


STEEL DRIVER PEGS SPROCKETS 
Honda SR 75; Harley SX 125, Baja 100 


СОМУЕВЅІОМ B ESI 
Change your 428 chain to 520 chain for 
Honda CR-125; Yamaha 125 MX, YZ, 

` 175 MX 


COMPLETE LINE OF NEW “75 MOTOR- 
CYCLE SPROCKETS FOR EVERY THING 
FROM AMERICAN EAGLE TO ZUNDAPP 
AS WELL AS MANY GREAT ACCESSORIES. 


> CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES 


17901 ARENTH AVE., СЇТҮ OF INDUSTRY , CA. 91748 
U.S. (800) 423-8942 CALIFORNIA ON LY (800) 352-8989 
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€ When you're lost in the rain in Juarez, 
you want a fairing on your bike. Anyone 
who's ridden in the off-season, meaning 
` the nine months that surround summer, 
knows that a light rain can feel like a 
Swedish needle shower and that a cool 
spring breeze cam freeze your buttons off 
when you ride a motorcycle. So the obvi- 
ous answer is a little protection from the 
weather. Enter the touring fairing. 

A fairing will spoil you. Even riding be- 
hind one in the mild winter weather of 
Southern California tends to be habit- 
forming. By blocking the main mass of 
onrushing air, a fairing eliminates the 
effect of wind-chill and buffeting and 
allows you to ride more comfortably at 
cruising speeds for longer stretches of 
time. And since the number of motorcy- 
clists who travel on long-distance tours 
or commute to work and school is grow- 
ing, so are the number of fairings. 

The first fairing was built not long after 
the first motorcycle, reportedly by some- 
one named Schlegel in 1898. It was a 
clumsy, box-like affair of canvas grafted 
onto the handlebars, and it was about as 
aerodynamic as a handball court. Fairing 
design was improved and materials up- 
graded in Europe over the following dec- 
ades. But touring fairings were not seen 
in any great number in the United States 
before the mid-1950s, when a Butler-Avon 
frame-mounted race fairing was adapted 
for casual riding. In 1960, the Wixom 
Brothers produced a fiberglass handle- 
bar-mounted fairing that proved popular 
as the motorcycling boom took over. 

Craig Vetter entered the picture in 1967 
with a full-coverage, frame-mounted fair- 
ing that would help create an even greater 
demand for a new generation of aerody- 
namically sound, protective products. 

Their primary function was to protect 
the motorcyclist from onrushing air, and 
the secondary purpose to maintain or 
improve handling. i i 

Theoretically, the ideal shape for a fair- 
ing is a teardrop. But there are other 
problems to solve beyond blocking the 
airflow. When a fairing splits the wind 
there is a vacuum created behind it and 
the air tends to spill back into this area. 
The way in which the fairing deflects the 
air will affect exactly how quickly, and in 
what places, the air converges. In evalu- 
ating the various fairing designs for per- 
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An investigation of fourteen fair- 
ings for touring motorcycles explains 
how fairings work—and why some work 
better than others. By Bob Mendel 
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formance we'll discover how well various 
configurations solve this problem. 

Of the two types of fairings, frame- 
mounts have an innate advantage. At- 
tached by brackets to the main frame, 
frame-mounts remain pointed straight 
ahead while front fork and wheel move 
freely within. The major advantage is that 
they can more closely approach teardrop 
shape, extend further back towards the 
rider and provide more complete protec- 
tion. Handlebar mounts must be cut away 
so that the wheel can move from lock to 
lock without the fairing hitting the tank 
sides. This means less lower area and less 
protection from updraft and sidedrafts, 
and an increase in design difficulties. 

Good fairing design can enhance the 
bike's handling by deflecting the air in a 
way that holds the front wheel down on 
the road, bettering stability. A poor de- 
sign, particularly in the flatter handlebar 
mounts, can cause a front end wobble 
atspeed. Most fairings now available have 
been tested to produce acceptable aero- 
dynamic and stability characteristics, or 
imitate designs which have—but they still 
differ to a surprising degree. 

All fairings tend to amplify engine noise, 
since the inner contours act as a sound- 
ing board in bouncing back engine 
racket. Frame mounts do this to a slightly 
greater degree than handlebar mounts, 
but most touring riders consider the 
added protection a worthwhile trade-off. 

Materials and manufacturing tech- 
niques also vary. Until recently almost all 
fairings were fabricated from fiberglass. 
Now several kinds of material are proving 
to be a popular alternative. 

Fiberglass can be molded in two ways; 
hand-laid in long strips in a gel within the 
mold that hardens into a light, durable 
material, or sprayed in small, chopped 
pieces from a gun. Hand-laid fiberglass 
will often have more uniform thickness 
and greater tensile strength, and vibra- 
tion-resistant resins may be used to avoid 
the crackling that results from stress. 

Fiberglass is easy to repair, while 
chipped or cracked plastic is not. Fiber- 
glass also continues to cure (harden) 
throughout its life, so knowledgable man- 
ufacturers take this into account in shap- 
ing their molds. Cheap products can warp 
or change shape within a year after man- 
ufacture. The number of layers used in 
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fiberglass fairings, and the resultant 
thickness, will affect overall rigidity. 

Plastic can be carefully molded with 
color gel coated on it so that it won't show 
chipping readily, or it can be cheaply 
made and surface sprayed, and hence 
vulnerable to scarring. ABS plastic costs 
the manufacturer half as much to manu- 
facture as fiberglass, but atthe same time, 
its non-warping, strength and fine finish 
make it equally attractive to the buyer if 
high manufacturing standards are ad- 
hered to. In comparing fairing materials, 
the criterion should be the maker's stan- 
dards more than the choice of fiberglass 
versus plastic. 

In addition to protection from wind chill 
and buffeting, fairings can provide some 
protection for bike and rider in a spill, and 
can increase visibility to other traffic if the 
fairing is light or white in color. Finally, 
most frame-mounts also provide some 
storage space for small items. 

To evaluate the state of the art, we 
assembled eight handlebar-mount and six 
frame-mount fairings from major manu- 
facturers and evaluated their good and 
bad points by installing them on a Honda 
CB-750 and riding behind them. 


Bates Industries Inc. 
701 West Cowles Street 
Long Beach, CA 90801 

213 435-6551 


The Bates handlebar mount makes an 
immediate impression of quality. Our test 
fairing was black with gold striping and 
had one of the better finishes among the 
handlebar mounts. It hasa tall, pre-curved 
windscreen and a distinctive horizontal 
bulge in profile. 

Bates makes a point of carefully clean- 
ing their molds to produce a superior 
surface on the fairing. Color is impreg- 
nated in the polyurethane coat and the 
fairing shell is hand-laid fiberglass. The 
design configuration has been wind-tun- 
nel tested and the windscreen is curved 
to the fairing contour to eliminate stress 
when it’s mounted. Chrome on the trim 
is triple-plated and the overall approach 
shows thought for detail—an example 
being the windscreen mounting, which 
uses two chromed strips to cover the 
mounting bolt heads in front and clean 
up the appearance. The interior, like many 
handlebar mounts, is finished in a fuzzy, 
matte black material. 

Instructions and Installation: The Bates 
kit includes instructions plus a data sheet 
describing care of the fairing. Instructions 
are clear and complete, and there's no 
problem installing the unit. 

It took an hour and a half to install the 
Bates, which included clipping turn signal 
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wires, using connectors supplied, and 
ground wire assemblies. Unlike many 
others, you remove the turn signal as- 
sembly and refit it on the supplied mount, 
which gets it close to the fairing exterior. 

The Bates Honda setup is one adopted 
by most of the fairings we tested; upper 
brackets attach to the front fork pinch 
bolts and the lower bracket is attached 
to the lower fork cross member. Bates 
adds a nice touch by soldering the bolt 
that fits through the fairing below to the 
bracket, so you don't have to fiddle 
around in under the fairing. The Bates 
aligned easily with a snug fit to the head- 
lamp, aided by a rubber grommet. 

Protection and Performance: The Bates 
proved equal to the best of the handlebar 
mounts tested in rider protection. The 
flaring tips of the shell gave excellent 
hand protection and the tall screen routes 
air well over the rider's helmet. 

Direct frontal air is blocked and air 
passing under the fairing hits the legs 
below the knees—good design for a han- 
dlebar unit. 

There is an updraft, but it doesn't really 
impact directly on the rider and there are 
no converging drafts. Moving air flows 
upward in front of the torso but is diffused, 
So there is no turbulence from the tank 


A note on the author: Bob Mendelentered 
the sport of motorcycling with a Yamaha 
90cc street bike, graduated to a punishing 
400cc Norton Electra, switched to a 
350cc Yamaha, moved to a BMW R69US, 
replaced it with a R75/5, sold that and 
bought a '69 Norton café racer, and 
currently rides a BMW R90/6 about 1100 
miles per month. Along with Dennis Rouse 
he founded Rider Magazine, a motorcycle 
publication devoted exclusively to the 
long-distance touring enthusiast for which 
Mendel did road tests, product evalua- 
tions and touring features. Mendel says, 
“I think you've got to commute or tour 
and be forced into riding in difficult, un- 
pleasant and unforeseen circumstances 
to appreciate a fairing, other touring gear 
and the attitudes of tourers. By putting 
yourself in these kinds of situations— 
commuting through a frost-covered can- 
yon at seven a.m. in winter, taking off at 
nine at night for an October tour through 
the high passes of Yosemite and the 
Sierras, or trying to keep your eyes open 
and your bike on the road at 11 p.m. on 
the second day of the California 
1000—you begin to appreciate your bike, 
your gear, touring, and even yourself and 
what you can do. After that, lots of the 
problems associated with comfort and 
convenience can be eliminated.” 
Fairings can go a long way toward 
eliminating touring problems, which is 
why as many as 50,000 are sold annually. 
We asked Mendel if he would be willing 
to compare the fairings offered by 14 
manufacturers; since he was no longer 
associated with Rider Magazine, he 
agreed. The following report took Bob 
more than five months to compile.—ed. 





top to the top of the rider's head. Ap- 
parently the bulging front profile channels 
wind sharply to the sides and reduces the 
amount passing under the fairing. 

The Bates design has less penetration 
enhancement than several other handle- 
bar mounts tested, notably the Casler and 
Wixom, but there tends to be something 
of a tradeoff necessary between protec- 
tion and penetration. With the Bates we 
noticed difficulty in pushing the Honda 


‘over 90, and some reaction to gusts on 


the freeway. There is no tendency toward 
a wobble and the bike was good and 
steady at 90, although the windscreen 
shakes some due to its height. 

In all, the Bates is an impressive combi- 
nation of quality and protection and easily 
one of the most desirable handlebar 
mounts tested. It comes in black, white 
or custom colors and is priced at $89.50. 


Calafia Industries Inc. 
1015 East Elm Ave. 
Fullerton, CA 92631 

714 525-4955 


The Calafia has proven a popular fair- 
ing, a fact its manufacturers attribute to 
a great degree to its appearance—a kind 
of sporty, upswept look. Made of chopped 
fiberglass, the Calafia has a good but not 
great finish. The test unit was black and 
had a pre-curved 3/16-inch plexi wind- 
screen, which is almost universal on han- 
dlebar mounts. Calafia supplies adhesive 
side reflectors because the fairing covers 
those on the bike. You can drill and refit 
the stock reflectors if you choose. At the 
edge, where the fairing protects the 
rider's hands, the test unit was rough, as 
though cut away instead of mold-finished. 
The interior was covered with the typical 
fuzzy black material, which cleans it up 
and eliminates reflection from the sun. 

Calafia offers three different wind- 
screen heights—a nice touch—and we 
tested the shortest of them. Other riders 
will want to choose the appropriate size. 

Instructions and Installation: The Cala- 
fia took an hour and three quarters to 
install, including rewiring the turnsignals. 
Instructions were good but the drawings 
included were poor in illustrating where 
the hardware goes. 

The brackets bolt on similarly to the 
Bates and others, and it's necessary to 
adjust the handlebar position slightly far- 
ther back and lower than stock position 
so that the mirrors clear the fairing. 

The bracketry is strong and has slots 
for adjustment at upper and lower plates. 
We had to drill to enlarge the turnsignal 
hole to accept the 1975 Honda stalks, but 
this will undoubtedly be remedied. In fit- 
ting the windscreen we found it difficult 
to get the lockwashers on mounting 
bolts—their length versus the wind- 
Screen's thickness leaves little leverage. 
Otherwise the procedure was routine and 
similar to many of the other units. 

Protection and Performance: Riding 
behind the Calafia showed us a good 
amount of penetration and a more basic 
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The Tiger T100 was the first 
Triumph Twin to challenge the 
rough-and-tumble flat tracks 
of America. And challenge it 
did, winning championship 
races right from the start in1938. : 
The classic Tiger was destined 
to change American racing 
forever. But the lessons learned 
on America’s flat tracks were 
also destined to change 
Triumph. What it took to win — 
raw power balanced by superb 
handling — became part of the 
heritage of every subsequent 
Triumph. Racing improved 

the breed. Right up to our 
latest, the 1975 Triumph 
Trident T160. Another winner. 

A brand new classic. 
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Norton Triumph Corporation, 2765 E. Huntington Dr., Duarte, Cal. 900. Phone (213) 359-3221. 
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New features for 1975 — 
effortless electric starting, 
powerful Norton Triumph/ 
Lockheed disc brakes front 
and rear, 750cc 4-stroke triple 
engine inclined forward for 
improved handling, redesigned 
gas tank available in 4% or 
5V5-gallon capacities, short- 
throw left foot shift, clearly 
marked and conveniently 
positioned handlebar switches, 
and a new high-performance 
tuned exhaust system. 


р, 1975 
¥ Triumph Trident 
` 160 
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In an attempt to determine which of today's touring motorcycles work best— 
and why—Cycle’s staff spent a month and a half with eight of them: the Harley- 
Davidson FLH 1200, Moto Guzzi 850-T Interceptor, Suzuki RE-5 and GT-/5OM, 

Honda GL-1000 Gold Wing, Norton 850 Interstate, Kawasaki Z-1B and BMW R90/6. 
We were surprised by what we found out. You will be too. 
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he BMW R-90/6, Honda GL- 
1000, Suzuki RE-5 Rotary and 
GT-750, Moto Guzzi Interceptor, 
Norton Interstate, Harley-David- 
son FLH and Kawasaki Z-1B 
represent the logical field from which a 
buyer might select a top-of-the-line, inter- 
mediate- to long-range touring motorcy- 
cle. What follows is Cycle's comparative 
evaluation of these eight bikes with regard 
to quality of workmanship, ergonomics 
(how well the motorcycle and its controls 
mesh with the average-sized rider), vibra- 
tion control, suspension compliance, 
two-up suitability, acceleration, ease of 
operation both in-town and on non-Inter- 
state roadways, overall noise level, and 
maintenance and conveniences. 

The bikes are evaluated on а zero-to- 
nine scale, zero being unacceptable and 
nine being outstanding. Based on the 
scoring of eight test riders, the bikes will 
be comparatively ranked in each of these 
categories, and there will be an overall 
ranking based both on the scores of the 
categories and subjective staff opinion. 
To simply add the scores and determine 
a winner based on point totals is unrea- 
sonable; some categories are obviously 
more important than others, both to indi- 
vidual riders and in general. 

You have noticed that the most popular 
touring bike of all time, the CB-750 Honda, 
is not included in the comparison. Why? 
Because the CB-750 Honda, although 
widely available at the retail level, is no 
longer in production. The four-pipe Four 
has been replaced by the new 750 Super 
Sport, and while the new Four will doubt- 
less serve well as a touring mount it is 
neither marketed nor presented as such. 

Accompanying the Cycle Magazine 
staff and participating in the scoring were 
two individuals selected for their touring 
experience: Bob Johnston, long-time 
Cycle associate, 25-year tourer and vet- 
eran of many cross-country jaunts; and 
Roger Hull, Publisher and Editor of 
America's finesttouring publication, Road 
Rider Magazine. Johnston and Hull pro- 
vided invaluable insight both in measuring 








the capabilities of the motorcycles and 
in educating the staff about the qualities 
they and most other tourers consider 
critical in a long-distance bike. And most 
important, Johnston and Hull could be 
expected to provide the balance of age: 
Johnston is in his early forties, and Hull 
is past fifty. Between the two of them they 
have been on the road for over half a 
century. 

There are many categories and consid- 
erations that this test cannot pretend to 
discuss: dealer networks, long-term relia- 
bility beyond our own experiences and 
what we learned on our 1400-mile trip, 
uncontrollable variations in pricing in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States and Can- 
ada, and a legion of highly personal pref- 
erences that have always and will always 
contribute profoundly to the success and 
failure of different products and to the 
shape of the market. We cannot discuss 
in any absolute way appearance, the at- 
tractiveness or intrusiveness of different 
exhaust notes, or charisma—all of which 
we know to be important. 

What we can discuss is how the bikes 
function—and function is what this com- 
parison test is about. 
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EIGHT 

FOR THE 
OPEN ROAD: 
PROFILES 


BMW 
R90/6 


|he BMW is a traditional 
© machine that has been, over the 
| past 50 years, polished, honed, 
| enlarged, softened and quieted 
E to compete as a solid contender 
in the heavyweight touring field. Its unique 
engine assembly conceals busy para- 
phernalia within enormous aluminum 
center tunnel housing castings. This one 
casting assembly holds the crankshaft, 
clutch, transmission, alternator, starter 
motor, ignition and air-intake. The engine 
is lubricated within the tunnel housing by 
a high-pressure wet sump system. The 
gearbox parts spin in their own oil. 
Protruding from the case castings are 
the two 180?-opposed cylinder/head 
castings. Having the same stroke as two 
smaller BMW engines, the increased dis- 
placement comes from massive over- 
boring. Valve actuation is accomplished 
with a conventional pushrod system. 


The BMW fork incorporates soft 
springing with gentle damping and seven 
inches of travel. The rear shocks mate 
in softness with the fork. This year's disc 
brake is drilled for improved cooling and 
better friction efficiency in the wet. The 
cable-actuated master cylinder hides 
under the gas tank. The throttle twist uses 
a gear-driven cam, chain, and cable. 

BMW uses a single-plate dry automo- 
tive-type clutch. The gearbox is a five- 
speed unit with wide spacing in the lower 
gears and close staging between fourth 
and fifth. 

Five decades of experience with one 
basic design and constant improvement 
of engine, driveline, suspension, chassis 
and comfort bring the BMW into the 1975 
touring era. Long-term reliability, comfort, 
torquey engine performance and design 
simplicity buttress the R90/6's popularity 
among long-haul tourers. 
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own where it counts, the 
big Harley-Davidson is риге 
anachronism, a machine ex- 
isting out of its time. Not only 
does the ЕЕН have design ori- 


gins in the very remote past, it also may’ 


fairly be said, to represent fundamental 
"concepts about motorcycling rooted in 
another and'much earlier period. 
When:this largest Harley- -Davidson was 
“assuming its form, Americans still equated 
sheer size and weight with value in most 
things, especially motor vehicles: The FLH 
"reflects that kind of thinking: it glories in 
bulk, celebrates billowing dimension. ‘For 
ilc : 


supposed to: be. Anything less is a toy: 

‘Oddly enough, the massive ЕЕН is ге- 
markably insubstantial in some of its de- 
tails. Its frame, for example, is a rather 
Sketchy collection. of tubes smaller than 
those used in bikes hundreds of pounds 
lighter, апа various. small. fittings prove 


themselves unequal to all the pounding \ 
vibration radiated by that big 45° V-twin 


by falling арап. 

Harley-Davidson'has chosen to counter 
the effects of vibration on the rider with 
га piecemeal version of the: ‘Norton Isolas-. . 
tic system. But instead of rubbe i 
between engine and fram 


Shake-stoppers are at the | 


“Faithful, 


footboards. It works, after a fashion, un- 
less. the rider’s*knees touch the tank. 
Indeed, most of the. FLH's present 
shape seems to have been acquired 
piecemeal, with all but the foundations 
lifted whole from'a supplier's shelf or 
fashioned from standard-section lengths. 


‘of structural steel. Honda may forge brake 


pedals; H s them from strap iron: 
None. of niceties matter to the = 
for whom the FLH is the last = 
"real" motorcycle left in all the J о! 
_ They aren't really interested in what. a 
machine’ will do; they care about what" 
and.i ir vi ot 





aken on specification alone, 

| the big GL-1000 looks like noth- 

| ing less than the perfect touring 

| bike. It certainly has all the de- 

EE sign features riders have said 

they wanted in a long-distance runner, 

and Honda has provided others that make 

the Gold Wing a genuine technological 
tour de force. 

Vibration is fatigue's friend and the 
touring rider's mortal enemy. By giving 
the GL-1000 engine a flat-four configu- 
ration Honda has made all its internal 
dynamic pushes and pulls self-cancelling, 
and nothing emerges to buzz the handle- 
bar or fuzz the mirrors. 

Chains are messy and not entirely reli- 
able, so there is a drive shaft back to the 
Honda's rear wheel. Other shaft-driven 
motorcycles with crankshafts disposed 
along their centerlines have problems 
with engine torque reactions, but these 
have been compensated in the Gold Wing 
with the reflected inertia of a contra-ro- 
tating alternator rotor. 

To get adequate and equal cooling of 
the cylinders, front and rear, the engine 
has been given water jackets, a radiator, 
thermostat and pump. For power, it has 
belt-driven overhead camshafts, a liter of 
displacement, and four constant-vacuum 
carburetors. The power is there: one test 
rider complained that the Gold Wing was 
“characterless”; it was quickly and cor- 
rectly pointed out that with the throttles 
open and 7000-plus rpm showing on the 
tach the Honda had all the character a 
prudent man could stand. 

Overall, the GL-1000 is a demonstration 
of Honda's cleverness with things me- 
chanical, from its trio of disc brakes to 
the placement of the transmission under 
the crankshaft (which minimizes length) 
and including such things as locating the 
fuel tank under the seat to lower the 
center of gravity. The “tank” you see is 
just for storage, and houses an air 
cleaner; an engine-driven pump transfers 
fuel from the real tank to the carburetors. 

If all the above do not make the Gold 
Wing perfect, they atleast make it brilliant. 
And it might be perfect if Honda's engi- 
neers spent less time in the computer 
room and more on a motorcycle. 
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orton launched their Iso- 

lastic-equipped Commando in 

1969, and in the following 

years variations and deriva- 

tives of that first Commando 
have kept Norton alive and well in the 
United States. Economic circumstances 
and basic inclinations led Norton to up- 
date piecemeal an engine designed gen- 
erations ago. But the master-stroke for 
survival was the Isolastic running gear 
which successfully insulated the rider 
from the inevitable vibrations of a big 
vertical twin. Without the Isolastic chassis, 
Norton would have been dead in the 
United States as a touring machine, or 
anything else. 

First distinguished by its enormous gas 
tank, comfortable seat and quiet mufflers, 
the Interstate (introduced in 1972) was 
the harbinger of softer, quieter, heavier, 
and more civilized Nortons. The British 
built the Interstate as a touring machine, 
though at first the concept of putting a 
great distance between your Norton and 
its parts-shelf seemed revolutionary. But 
it shouldn't have. Norton-Villiers had 
pushed and shoved the old twin forward 
into the 1970s, making the bike as modern 
as possible. 

The new 850 electric-start Interstate 
showcases that effort. An American Pres- 
tolite starter nestles behind the cylinders 


and intersects the primary chain inside 
a revised chain case. But far more than 
electric starting is new. The crankcases 
have thicker walls and the crankshaft 
itself is stiffer than before. The Isolastic 
rubber bushings no longer need adjust- 
ment shims; now vernier-type threaded 
adjusters can quickly dial out any loose- 
ness. The Mark 2A intake-exhaust system, 
comprised of an effective air-filter box and 
super-quiet mufflers, smothers combus- 
tion sounds. Meanwhile the inlet ports 
have been opened up to 32mm to improve 
mid-range and top-end response. 

The new rear disc brake is carried on 
an enlarged swingarm and rear axle; the 
hub has a new cush-drive using a pre- 
loaded vane-damper. The quick-detach- 
able rear wheel has been retained for 
the flat-tire bunch. And there's a score 
of important small changes, including 
inspection caps for the ignition and pri- 
mary chain, left-side shifting, new instru- 
ment facia, revamped controls, etc. Tour- 
ing types may be more interested, how- 
ever, in the reprofiled saddle which, ac- 
cording to Norton, has greater seating 
area and support than earlier Interstates. 

Norton Commandos which would blaze 
the quarter-mile in the twelves belong to 
the past. The reworked 850 is one-point- 
five seconds slower, and—for the long- 
haul-rider—a better machine for the loss. 


NORTON COMMANDO 
850 INTERSTATE 
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he Suzuki RE-5 Rotary 

whirled into the motorcycling ex- 

perience late in 1974 and has 

been atthe center of controversy 

ever since—because of the kind 
of motorcycle it is, and because of the 
way it looks. It is—briefly—powered by a 
single-rotor Wankel engine that is pleas- 
ingly simple in the abstract and astonish- 
ingly complex in reality. A triangular- 
shaped rotor spins eccentrically within 
an epitrochoidal center housing, each 
face of the triangle pulling in air-fuel mix- 
ture, compressing it, reacting to the igni- 
tion of the mixture and then discharging 
burned gases out a peripheral exhaust 
port. The rotor revolves around a shaft 
with a large eccentric, the eccentric cor- 
responding to a throw on a normal crank- 
shaft. As the mixture is ignited, the rotor 
is driven away from the interior surface 
of the housing; the bulge in the shaft 
converts this force into output shaft rota- 
tion. The rotor has three faces, each of 
which displaces 500cc. 

That's the part that is pleasingly simple; 
there are essentially but two moving 
mechanisms. But because of a number 
of problems peculiar to Wankel engines, 





the RE-5's support systems are to com- 
plexity what Attila was to pushy behavior. 
The Rotary demands precise intake 
charge metering—so the RE-5's carbure- 
tor weighs over five pounds, responds to 
the commands of no fewer than five 
cables, and has five mixture circuits. The 
Rotary needs a special kind of ignition 
so that the bike will behave itself in certain 
modes—so there аге two separate igni- 
tion-point systems, one of which operates 
only below 1700 rpm in the deceleration 
mode. The Rotary has its own heat rejec- 
tion problem—so the bike is equipped with 
elaborate water jacketing, radiator and oil 
cooler. 

But complexity does not lead to unre- 
liability; in the three exposures Cycle has 
had to the RE-5 (except for this one—it 
gobbled two spark plugs in 1350 miles), 
it has proven as trouble-free as any large, 
expensive tourer. Beyond its apparent 
toughness the RE-5 handles better than 
any other Japanese big bike, controls its 
engine vibration without deterioration- 
prone elastic motor mounts and offers the 
average-sized rider an average amount 
of long-distance comfort. 





he Kawasaki 903cc 2-1 can— 
and has—done everything. Care- 
fully nursed, it will deliver 50 
miles per gallon on high-test, 
low-test or no-test. Lash one to 
your friendly dynamometer and it will spin 
out just under 83 bhp at 10,000 rpm. If 
you're a good rider you could win the 
Daytona Production Race with one, or the 
Laguna Seca Production Race, or the 
Ontario Six-Hour. Dress one up in Pro 
Stocker guise, like Mike Bruso did, and 
it'll turn 10.0s at the drag strip. Leave one 


completely alone and it'll turn 12.45, а. 


half-second quicker than the next su- 
perest Superbike. 

The engine, in the Z-1's case, is the 
message. Generally held to be the finest 
motorcycle powerplant ever offered for 
public consumption, the 903 was intro- 
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duced late in 1973 after five years of 
development work. The engine's scope 
was immediately apparent. Designed to 
give good flexibility and good torque at 
low engine speeds to handle fifth-gear 
passing demands put upon it by laden 
touring riders, generous displacement 
and good breathing—in conjunction with 
mild cam timing and lift—resulted in power 
characteristics that are very nearly all 
things to all people. Japanese engineers 
seem unable to build torquey engines that 
run out of breath at higher engine speeds. 
The Z-1 engine is torquey at 3000 rpm. 
At 6000 it turns into a monster, and at 
9000 it'll have you hanging off the han- 
dlebars like a streamer. For a powerplant 
that does so much, the 903 is absolutely 
straightforward: four cylinders, low com- 
pression, double overhead camshafts, 





five-speed transmission, four carburetors, 
breaker-point ignition. The engine was 
designed to be The King; it is. 

The rest of the bike is adequate, honest 
and uninspired. The old-style rear chains 
were good for over 9000 miles before 
kinking necessitated replacement; special 
no-lube O-ring chains introduced in 1975 
promise even better chain life. A bike as 
strong and heavy as the Z-1 can be ex- 
pected to vaporize rear tires; it does, with 
4000 mile regularity. Low-grade rear 
shock absorbers perform well initially and 
then deteriorate quickly. 

Still, however uninspired the cycle 
parts may be, they surround the most 
appealing, most broad-spectrum engine 
in all of motorcycling—and the engine 
alone is worth the price of Kawasaki's 
mighty Z-1. 
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nce upon a time їп 1972, 

there were two distinct Moto 

Guzzi V-twins, the 850 El- 

dorado and the V7 Sport. 

Moto Guzzi's Eldo was a gi- 

gantic, lumbering tourismo machine 

which weighed over 560 pounds wet, had 

limited ground clearance and marginal 

brakes. But it was big, smooth and com- 

fortable. In the earholer’s corner, the 

750cc Moto Guzzi Sport was a sleek, 

powerful roadburner which handled su- 

perbly, weighed under 500 pounds (but 

felt lighter), and—considering its speed— 

also had marginal stopping capabilities 
despite a four-shoe front brake. 

By 1974 Moto Guzzi was trying to blend 

both machines into a new 850-T model 

for the American market. Gradually the 
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750cc Moto Guzzi Sports faded from the 
American scene, though at their depar- 
ture the Sports had twin-disc front brakes. 
Thus in 1975 the 850-T Amalgam twin 
carries the Guzzi standard alone in the 
United States. 

The factory created the 850-T by in- 
serting an updated 850 Eldorado engine 
into the Sport chassis, cutting back the 
front brake to a single disc, substituting 
high bars for clip-ons, and replacing the 
Sport tank and seat with more touring- 
oriented components. In the parts de- 
partment switch-around, the 850-T also 
got new side panels, megaphone-shaped 
mufflers, new switches and left-foot shift. 

The amalgamation resulted in a much 
better looking tourer than the old Eldora- 
do—which had the grace and build of a 





lumber wagon. Alejandro de Tomaso (of 
Ford Pantera, Benelli six-and-four fame), 
the new directing force at Moto Guzzi, 
gave the 850-T its fresh appearance. 

But the familiar Guzzi touring charac- 
teristics remain. The most obvious are the 
ultracushy saddle, the soft suspension, 
and the ca-chug-lope-lope-ca-chug ex- 
haust beat. Below 4000 rpm, the en- 
gine—mounted crosswise in the frame— 
shakes the whole motorcycle. At idle, 
revving up the engine jerks the stationary 
bike slightly to the right. Spinning 4000- 
plus in top gear, however, the engine is 
both effortless and smooth. The Guzzi's 
layout lends itself nicely to shaftdrive, and 
for many long-haul riders, that feature 
alone covers a multitude of sins and 
shortcomings. 








ig touring bikes represent 
manufacturers’ long-term 
planning, and the machines 
usually evolve slowly and de- 
liberately. Suzuki’s GT750M is 
the senior touring veteran from Japan; it 
has progressed each year since 1970 with 
positive improvements. 

When introduced at the outset of the 
Superbike era the GT750 LeMans fea- 
tured the first successful water-cooled 
engine in a production motorcycle since 
the Scott Flying Squirrel. The GT750’s 
cooling system has remained unchanged 
save the deletion of the electric fan which 
proved unnecessary. Benefits of liquid 
cooling are twofold: regulation of operat- 
ing temperature and elimination of two- 
stroke piston noise. 

Disc brakes are now common to all road 
bikes, but Suzuki's LeMans was the first 
with twin discs. The powerful front brake 
can be easily actuated with two fingers. 
The vastly improved front fork—much 
stronger than the drum-brake unit—is 
softly sprung. New rear shocks have bet- 
ter damping than earlier 750s and softer 
constant-rate springs. The GT750M's ex- 
haust system routes the pipes and 
mufflers up and in closer to the chassis 
than before. The exhaust system and the 
relocated center- and sidestands produce 
substantially more ground clearance than 
the M-model's predecessors. 

Major changes in port size and location 
match bigger 40mm carburetors and re- 
tuned mufflers. Ponderous performance 
has been replaced with near-Superbike 





acceleration: six-tenths quicker and six- 
mph faster in the quarter-mile. The huge 
gear-driven clutch requires a light pull at 
the lever and has a broad engagement 
point. Final drive gearing has been raised 
by 1696 to slow engine speed. 

Current is produced by an alternator 
with a 280-watt capacity—enough for 
auxiliary lighting. A triple-point, battery/ 
coil system handles ignition sparks. Tour- 
ing considerations include the broad 
bench-type saddle, 4.5-gallon gas tank, 
1000-mile range oil injection tank, rub- 
ber-mounted engine and shock-retained 
mirrors. Inherent in the GT750M are rum- 
bling engine vibrations, continuous chain 
stretch, rapid tire wear, hard-acceleration 
smoking, and deceleration bucking. So- 
phisticated design of a simple engine 
hides most of the LeMans' two-stroke ills. 
The GT750 is familiar to all Suzuki 
dealers, has a record of exceptional de- 
pendability and often carries a bargain- 
basement price. 


SUZUKI 
QGT750M 
LEMANS 


65 




















Base price as tested ................ $2895 
Factory warranty 6 mo./6000 mi* 
Number U.S. dealers .. 1750 


ENGINE 


Type .. SOHC horizontally 

opposed four 
Displacement 999cc 
Bore & stroke ..................72 x 61.4mm 
Compression ratio. 9.2:1 
Lubrication system ..... Wet sump 


Carburetion .... Four; 32mm; Keihin CV 


Air filter ........ ....... Dry paper 
Ignition system .. Battery and coil 
Electrics Alternator, 300 watt 





Base price as tested ................ $2475 
Factory 
warranty............ 6 mo./unlimited mi* 
Number U.S. dealers ...:....:......... 1200 
ENGINE 
LYDON REA о DOHC four 
Displacement ......:.............2..:.... 903cc 
Bore & stroke ..... 66mm x 66mm 
Compression ratio ...................... 8.5:1 
Lubrication system .............. Wet sump 
Carburetion..:.................. Four; 28mm; 
Mikuni VM 28SC 
Ае зе ыл ы-ы Dry paper 
Ignition system .......... Battery and coil 
Electrics ..............Alternator (watt NA) 
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DRIVE TRAIN 


Primary type .... . Hy-vo chain 
Clutch . Multiplate, wet 
Transmission.. Five speed 
Final drive Driveshaft 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet .. 647 Ibs. (293.5 kg) 
Fuel capacity 5 gal. (19 liters) 
Fuel reserve 


capacity ............. .8 gal. (3.03 liters) 
Engine oil 

capacity ..... .. 3.8 qts. (3.6 liters) 
Transmission oil 

capacity .. 3.8 qts. (3.6 liters) 


DRIVE TRAIN 





Primary type ........................ Spur gear 
(5 Multiplate, wet 
Transmission.. es Five speed 
Final drive ........................ Roller chain 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet.............. 544 Ibs. (247 kg) 
Fuel capacity ..........4.7 gal. (18 liters) 


Fuel reserve 
capacity 2771 6 gal. (2.2 liters) 


Engine oil capacity......4.2 qt. (4 liters) 


Transmission oil 
capacity E 4.2 qt. (4 liters) 





Base price as tested ..... $3395 
Factory warranty ......6 mo./6000 mi.* 
Number U.S. dealers .... 400 


ENGINE 


Type ... OHV horizontally 

opposed twin 
Displacement ‚ 898cc 
Bore & stroke ..90mm x 70.6mm 
Compression ratio 9.0:1 
Lubrication system Wet sump 


Carburetion........ Two; 32mm; Bing CV 


Air filter Dry paper 
Ignition system . Battery and coil 
Electrics ...... D.C. generator, 280 watt 





DRIVE TRAIN 


Primary type .................... Helical gear 
Clutch .. single disc, 

diaphragm spring 
Transmission................... Five speed 
Final drive .......... Driveshaft 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet 484 Ibs. (220 kg) 
Fuel capacity ..........5.8 gal. (24 liters) 
Fuel reserve capacity.. .5 gal. (2 liters) 


Engine oil 

capacity ........... 4.75 pt. (2.25 liters) 
Transmission oil 

capacity .. 1.7 pt. (.9 liters) 
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Base price as tested |... $2895 
Factory warranty ...... 6.mo./6000 mi.* 
Number U.S. dealers .................... 600 
ENGINE 

Type Леа . OHV Parallel twin 
Displacement К К i... 745cc 
Bore Mo 73 x 77mm 
Compression ratio ........... i... 9:1 
Lubrication system .............. Dry sump 
Carburetion Two; 30mm; 

Amal Concentric 
АРНЕ a eee Dry paper 
Ignition system .......... Battery and coil 
Electrics .............. Alternator, 192 watt 


*For more warranty information, see the warranty story on page 79. 








DRIVE TRAIN 
Primary type ........ Roller chain, Triplex 
Clutch .... Multi disc, wet 
Transmission Five speed 
Final drive ....................... Roller chain 








WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 


Weight, wet.............. 519 Ibs. (236 kg) 
Fuel capacity .. .....6.6 gals. (25 liters) 
Fuel reserve : 

capacity .................. 1.2 gal. (5 liters) 
Engine oil 

capacity ............ 2.96 qts. (2.8 liters) 


Transmission oil 


capacity ...... ....... .44 qt. (0.42 liters) 


° 


CYCLE 


Base price as tested 


Factory 
warranty 12 mo./12,000 mi.* 


Number U.S. dealers 


ENGINE 
Type .... Piston port, two-stroke, triple 
Displacement 
Bore & stroke 
Compression ratio 


Lubrication 
system 


Carburetion 


. 6.7:1 


Injected to crankcase 


Тһгее; 40тт; 
Mikuni CV. 


Dry paper 
Battery and coil 


Air filter 
Ignition system . 


Base price as tested 


Factory 
warranty 


Number U.S. dealers 


ENGINE 


NSU-Wankel rotary piston, 
single rotor 


Displacement 
Bore & stroke 
Compression ratio .... 


Lubrication system Wet sump 
plus rotor seal injection 


One; 2-661; 
18/32mm Mikuni HHD 
Air filter Oiled polyurethane 
Ignition system .. Capacitive discharge 
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Carburetion 


Electrics .. Alternator (watt NA) 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Helical gear 
. Multiplate, wet 
Five speed, 
Roller chain 


Primary type 
Clutch ... 
Transmission 
Final drive 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet 556 Ibs. (252 kg) 
Fuel capacity .......... 4.5 gal. (17 liters) 


Fuel reserve 

capacity .............. .92 gal. (3.5 liters) 
Engine oil capacity.. 3.8 pt. (1.8 liters) 
Transmission oil 


capacity 4.7 pt. (2.2 liters) 


Electrics Alternator, 280 watt 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Primary type Duplex chain 
Clutch Multiplate, wet 
Transmission Five speed 
Final drive Roller chain 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet 573 Ibs. (260 kg) 
Fuel capacity .......... 4.5 gal. (17 liters) 
Fuel reserve 

capacity ... 
Engine oil 

capacity 
Transmission oil 

Capacity 


... 1 gal. (4 liters) 
2.3 qts. (2.2 liters) 


1.69 qts. (1.6 liters) 


Base price as tested .... 
East Coast (+ 1596 


Factory warranty 3 mo./4000 mi.* 
Number U.S. dealers 


ENGINE 
OHV 90° V-twin 
Displacement 
Bore & stroke 
Compression ratio .. 
Lubrication system 
Carburetion 


.... 83 x 78mm 
22:39:5:1 

.. Wet sump 
Two; 30mm; 
Dell 'Orto VHB 


Air filter 
Ignition System 


Base price as tested 
Factory warranty 
Number U.S. dealers 


3 mo./4000 mi.* 


ENGINE 

OHV 45° V-twin 
Displacement .... 
Bore & stroke 
Compression ratio 
Lubrication system Dry sump 
Carburetion One; 38mm; Bendix 
Air filter Oiled urethane foam 
Ignition system Battery and coil 
Electrics Alternator, 300 watt 


Electrics Generator, 182 watt 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Primary type ... Helical Gear 
Dual disc, dry 
Five speed 
Driveshaft 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet 522 Ibs. (237 kg) 
Fuel capacity .......... 6.6 gal. (25 liters) 
Fuel reserve fe 

capacity 1 gal. (4 liters) 
Engine oil capacity.. 3.7 qt. (3.5 liters) 
Transmission oil 


capacity 0.8 qt. (.75 liters) 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Primary type Roller chain, duplex 
Clutch Multiplate, dry 
Transmission... Four speed 
Final drive Roller chain 


WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES 
Weight, wet 780 Ibs. (354.5 kg) 
Fuel capacity 5 gal. (18.9 liters) 
Fuel reserve 


capacity .... ... 1.2 gal. (4.5 liters) 


Engine oil capacity...:4 qts. (3.8 liters) 


Transmission oil 
capacity ................ .74 qt. (0.7 liters) 
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udgments concerning the qual- 
ity of the motorcycles are neces- 
sarily confined to observations of 
exterior construction, to wit: the 
quality of the components and the 
care with which they are screwed to- 
gether. Cycle staffers did not disassemble 
the motorcycles in order to measure in- 
ternal tolerances and materials, and ex- 
perience suggests there's not always a 
one-to-one relationship between exterior 
and interior quality. However, some prob- 
lems such as fuel or oil leaks provide 
external evidence of second-class engi- 
neering or third-class assembly. 

The quality of its paint, striping (hand- 
brushed), chromework, plastic parts—the 
finish and fit everywhere—puts the BMW 
atthe top of this category. Example: BMW 
gives the shock springs an even black 
matte finish; this tough coating cannot 
show creeping rust, which the plated 
Japanese springs do. The Germans have 
tucked the disc-brake master cylinder 
under the tank and out of harm's way. 


QUALITY OF 
WORKMANSHIP 


1. BMW R90/6 : 
2. Honda GL- 1000.. 


3. Kawasaki Z=1 <3. 
4. Suzuki RE-5 ...... 
5. Suzuki GT-750 .. 
6. Moto Guzzi 850.. 
7.:Norton 850..... s 
8. H-D FLH-1200.... 


The runner-up Honda has stick-on 
striping which spoils the effect of its rich 
paint. Its engine paint is a clever—though 
not too pleasing—way of finishing off en- 
gine cases. And it can wear off in spots. 
Honda is almost as successful as the 
BMW in routing things like turn signal 
wires internally, and in keeping the han- 
dlebar wires tied to the bars. 

The Kawasaki has better chrome than 
the Honda; the Z-1 showed no signs of 
rusting around small bolts which marred 
the Honda. The 903 engine is an easier 
piece of hardware to detail than the GL- 
1000 but elsewhere the Honda assembly 
is superior. The Z-1 suffers from a severe 
case of orange-peel paint. 

Scoring clumped the Suzuki RE-5 and 
GT-750, the Moto Guzzi 850-T, and the 
Norton Interstate together. The metalflake 
disease spoils the RE-5's glossy paint; 
metalflake was never neat and still isn't. 
Nevertheless, Suzuki has put the RE-5 
together more carefully than the GT-750; 
the Rotary's oil-tightness, its allen-head 
Socket screws and other small touches 
suggest a greater effort on Suzuki's part. 
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The Suzuki triple shares with the Moto 
Guzzi seamed (and unseemly) mufflers: 
The Guzzihas cheap-looking instruments, 
flimsy hand-controls, and a rash of 
orange-peel paint. But its beautifully cast 
and assembled engine saves the Guzzi. 

Disregarding the engine department, 
the Norton would finish third. Hardware, 
paint and general assembly is very good 
indeed. But the weeping and dripping of 
gasoline and oil in the engine bay sank 
the Interstate. 

Harley-Davidson's 74 Electra-Glide is 
messier yet. And the general roughness 
of finish and fit (from hand controls to 
the foot-shift Johnson-rod) dropped the 
big twin to last. 


rgonomics, as used here, 
EH refers to the natural ease and 

comfort with which the human 
body can fit on a motorcycle and 
operate its controls. While cer- 
tain space relationships are fundamen- 
tally important, these motorcycles gener- 
ally offered sufficient room for acceptable 
comfort. Within the established bounda- 
ries a one-inch difference in the distance 
between pegs and saddle is not signifi- 
cant when considered as a singular fig- 
ure. Indeed the problem is broader and 
more complex than even a table of di- 
mensions might suggest because each 
motorcycle requires the rider to position 
himself a bit differently. Thus, the real 
question, as pondered by test riders from 
five-eight to six-three and 135 to 220 
pounds, was simply: how does the motor- 
cycle fit and feel? 

Hand controls are easier to judge. Fed- 
eral standards, as set by the Department 
of Transportation, have forced the homo- 
logation of handlebar-control layouts, but 
not all manufacturers have met these 
standards equally well. 

The BMW tops the list with the best 
space relationships between bars, pegs 
and seat for most riders. The carburetor 
air-intake tubes can foul riders' shins, but 
the boots of staff members served well 
as guards. The R90/6 has the most com- 
fortable seat. It'S firm but does not be- 


COMFORT: 
ERGONOMICS 


1. BMW R90/6 
2. Honda GL-1000.. 
3. Suzuki GT-750 .. 


4. Suzuki RE-5 

5. Norton 850 

6. Kawasaki 2-1 .... 
7. H-D FLH-1200.... 
8. Moto Guzzi 850.. 
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come abrasive after long stretches, and 
its broad contours fit an entire range of 
buttocks. Hand controls are well done, 
though testers were divided on the logic 
and convenience of the turn-signal switch 
(up for left, down for right), the reach-over 
positioning of the kill-switch stalk, and the 
location of the main ignition switch. 

The Honda GL-1000 and the Suzuki 
GT-750 and RE-5 almost finished in a 
dead heat. The Honda saddle is a better 
piece than either Suzuki; the GL-1000 
seat is a bit narrower but softer than the 
GT-750's sitzer. Most testers quarreled 
with the Honda’s handlebars, which are 
too elevated and too far forward for many 
riders. The Gold Wing got the nod— 
bars are easier to change than seats. 

The RE-5 saddle is both too narrow and 
too hard; moreover the tiller-type handle- 
bars twist the wrists and forearms into an 
unnatural position. 

Suzuki handlebar switches have a bet- 
ter layout than the Honda controls, which 
require an awkward move to change 
high/low beams. On the other hand, the 
Gold Wing’s combined ignition switch and 
fork-lock is brilliant. 

The new Norton bar controls are a 
match for the best Japanese (Suzuki) 
items. But the Norton ergonomic rating 
plunged thanks to its seat: wide enough, 
but tough, unyielding and uncomfortable. 

Kawasaki likewise had a buckboard 
saddle. It’s worse than the Norton, and 
the Z-1 rider is twice punished because 
the 903’s firm suspension transmits far 
more road shock to the seat than does 


: the Norton. 


The Harley Davidson seat is certainly 
posh enough, though the saddle would 
bottom out against the frame unless the 
buddy-assist springs, located under the 
saddle, were dropped into place. That 
also cut down the hobby-horse action of 
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the saddle. The handlebar controls need 
revision. Turn signals operate via buttons 
on their respective bars; when the buttons 
are released, the signalling stops. What- 
ever the benefits of fail-safe cancelling, 
it's very difficult to use the throttle, clutch 
andonesignalbutton simultaneously. The 
turn-signal buttons, located next to the 
grips, relegate the starter button (right 
bar) and the horn button (left) to more 
interior positions away from easy reach. 
And heavy gloves render all the buttons 
almost useless. 

The Moto Guzzi 850-T finishes last be- 
cause the horn and headlight flasher is 


combined on one self-centering rocker . 


switch. Having any other function com- 
bined with the horn is clearly unaccepta- 
ble and dangerous. The Guzzi com- 
pounds this grave circumstance: press 
the left side of the rocker switch with your 
left thumb and you get the headlight 
flasher—you must reach over to catch the 
right side of the switch to blow the horn, 
or push.the switch dead-center to activate 
both. By instinct it's all wrong in a crisis 
situation. 

The Moto Guzzisaddle was the cushiest 
perch in the lot. But mere cushion-effect 
alone does not guarantee comfort. Over 
the long haul, the mushiness gives the 
rider very little support. The seat has 
enough foam-rubber springiness so that 
the rider can rock-and-roll on the seat 
when he's trying to ride quickly. If he 
brakes hard, he'll rap his legs (above 
boot-level) on the cylinder heads. Riders 
with long legs will find the pegs too high 
relative to the seat. This immediately puts 
long legs into the heads. And after some 
time in the saddle, just the basic leg posi- 
tion will produce muscle cramps. 


o far as the human ear can 
tell, the Honda GL-1000 doesn't 
have a noise level. Consequently, 
the bike scored a perfect nine in 
this category. Not all riders liked 
the complete hush-up. When machine 
noises totally vanish, some riders feel they 
lose communication with the engine be- 
cause they can't hear what the big water- 
pumper is doing. But most riders simply 
enjoyed the Honda's silent splendor. 

Although it provides noise for com- 
munication, the BMW never overburdens 
its rider with sound. As heard from the 
saddle, the bike emits sound from four 
Sources. At low speeds, one hears tappet 
noise in the valve chests. The driveshaft 
whines in town, but not on the highway, 
and never at an objectionable level. The 
exhaust note is subdued—but clear— 
under acceleration, and it falls away to 
soft hum under cruise conditions. Finally, 
holes in the brake disc raise a peculiar 
buzz when braking. 

The Norton 850 is marginally quieter 
than the Z-1. The new Mark 2А intake 
and exhaust plumbing effectively silences 
the Norton without destroying that ver- 
tical-twin sound. The engine's mechanical 
noise gets lost in the wind at speed. That's 
less true of the Z-1 which generates its 
own busy-busy mechanical thrash and 
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whine under the tank. And above 6000 
rpm, the rider can treat himself to a deter- 
mined exhaust bark. 

Final-drive chain howl bothered most 
riders of the Suzuki GT-750. The dead- 
quiet engine did nothing to cover up the 
annoying chain-song on the highway. At 
low speeds, the Suzuki triple has the 
spluttering sound of a big two-stroke, and 
the clunky transmission proved equally 
unpleasant. 

More objectionable than the 850-T's 
clunk-style shifting was its oppressive 
induction moan, the result of Guzzi's fail- 
ure to fit an effective air-filter box (or, for 
that matter, any air filter /silencer system). 
Unlike the BMW, the Guzzi's cylinders are 
close enough to the rider so that valve 
clatter never recedes. 

Rotary power is the origin of the RE-5's 
exhaust note, and the quality and intensity 
of that sound found no advocates among 
our testers. Its flat, throbbing sound is 
both loud and strangely piercing to human 
ears. Two or three constant hours in the 
saddle were enough to irritate staffers. 

Only the Harley-Davidson produced 
more sound around the rider. There's all 
manner of noise. Without question, the 
handlebar fairing amplifies some sounds 
and directs them back at the rider, but 
this fact should not obscure a more im- 
portant consideration: the motorcycle, as 
designed, is noisy. No doubt Harley- 
Davidson has silenced the engine as 
much as possible; but given the age and 
limitations of the design, there's only so 
much anyone—in Milwaukee or any other 
place—can do. 


cceleration grading  re- 
flects two distinct modes: 
through-the-gearbox full-blast 
wind-ups, and high-gear 
screw-ons. Predictably the 
Kawasaki Z-1, the world’s only remaining 
Superbike, averaged 8.8 (9 is perfect) on 
eight score sheets. Its high-gear passing 
power is a match for the super-torquey 
BMW's, and high-rpm acceleration is un- 
matched by any other vehicle on the 
Street. Honda's willing, free-spinning 
GL-1000 was close to the Z-1; it makes 
more power, but it has more weight to 
accelerate. 






The GT-750 Suzuki finished third in the 
opinion of our testers; its weakness at low 
engine speeds in fifth is more than offset 
by its through-the-gearbox pulling power, 
the result of new-for-'75 breathing. 

The BMW R-90/6 ranked fourth in this 
category. In high-gear roll-ons against the 
rest of the bikes, the R-90's light weight 
and superior low-speed torque made it 
the roll-on king, but use of the gearbox 
pulled the Z-1, Gold Wing, and 750 
water-cooled past it in the rankings. 

Norton's twin was, in Cycle's first Su- 
perbike Comparison Test, the quickest of 
the quick: 12.69 in the quarter. But im- 
provements in noise control have over the 
years more than overpowered its 100cc 
increase in displacement, and it now finds 
itself, except for the FLH, the slowest bike 
in the field in terms of quarter-mile accel- 
eration. But its solid torque and four- 
speed transmission elevated it to fifth in 
overall acceleration. The Suzuki Rotary 
was sixth, penalized in the minds of the 
testers by a lack of response not reflected 
in the hard data, and by not particularly 
brilliant through-the-gearbox accelera- 
tion (13.84, 94.63 mph). The Moto Guzzi 
850 finished behind the RE-5 despite sur- 
prising quarter-mile figures: 13.66, 97.93 
mph. But its high-gear pulling power was 
conspicuously absent—due to an ultra-tall 





fifth gear. Only the 74 was slower in a 
fifth-gear roll-on. Finishing last was the 
FLH; booming exhaust note and saddle- 
bags-full of charisma notwithstanding, the 
1200cc Vee-twin is 2.42 seconds and 


19.51 mph slower than the average 
quarter-mile time of its seven competitors 
(13.34, 99.43 mph), and its high-gear ac- 
celeration from 55 mph was likewise the 
most leisurely. All bikes were run through 
the quarter-mile traps to determine an 
actual 55 mph. A pilon was placed midway 
down the strip. The bikes were run to the 
pilon at an actual 55, and then given 
wide-open throttle from the pilon to the 
end of the quarter, where the terminal 
speeds were monitored by the strip’s 
Chrondek photoelectric beams. The Z-1 
reached a speed of 80.60 mph from 55 
mph; the BMW, 80.30; the Suzuki RE-5, 
79.81; the Norton, 79.16; the GL-1000, 
77.74; the 750 Suzuki, 75.74; the Moto 
Guzzi, 72.81; and the FLH, 70.42. 
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here are three important 

sources of vibration in motorcy- 

cles, all of them in the engine. 

These are: primary shaking, 

created by reciprocating mass- 
es; secondary shaking, caused by piston 
acceleration reaching through the main- 
bearings and into the crankcase, and the 
twisting pulsations of individual power 
strokes. 

Honda's GL-1000 shouldn't vibrate at 
all, and doesn't. Horizontally opposed 
engines are inherently balanced, with 
both primary and secondary shaking 
forces mutually cancelling. That leaves 
only power pulsing to cause vibration, and 
because the Honda is a four its pulses 
are relatively small and close-spaced. 
Further, each pulse is reacting against 
a substantial mass. Finally, Honda pro- 
vides a very effective torque cushion in the 
GL-1000's drive train. The net result is 
that the Honda wins the Vibration Control 
category by a wide margin, and with a 
perfect score. 

In second place, trailing well behind the 
Honda is the BMW, which also has an 


COMFORT: 
VIBRATION 
CONTROL 


1. Honda GL-1000.. 
2. BMW R90/6 ...... 
3. Suzuki RE-5. ...... 
4. Norton 850........ 
5. Moto Guzzi 850.. 
6: Suzuki. GT-750 ..: 
^7. Kawasaki Z-1 .... 
8- H-D FLH-1200.... 





opposed engine. It has two fewer cylin- 
ders, however, and the torque pulsations 
from the BMW’s two 450cc pistons can 
make a considerable commotion. It's all 
a matter of throttle: at steady-state, part- 
throttle cruising the BMW is very smooth; 
the longitudinal-axis shudder comes 
when you twist that grip. 

Powe:-pulsing drops the Suzuki RE-5 
into third place, close on the BMW's 
heels. The RE-5’s rotor-mass is handled 
with counterweights. The only thing that 
can't be balanced is torque pulsation, 
and—as is true of the BMW-—throttle 
makes that intrusive. But there also was 
a peculiar and very strong ragged quality 
to the Suzuki's part-throttle behavior and 
it was this most of all that was responsible 
for its placing. 

Norton's venerable vertical twin is a 
prodigious producer of primary, second- 
ary and torque vibrations, but the Isolastic 
engine mounting keeps much of it from 
travelling. Isolastic doesn't work at all en- 
gine speeds, but it does quite a nice 
job of stopping everything but the less- 
annoying low-frequency vibrations most 
70 


of the time and that's why the Norton was 
judged fourth. 

The Moto Guzzi engine is a 90-degree 
V-twin, which means it's in perfect primary 
balance, has some uncompensated sec- 
ondaries, and the expected twin-cylinder 
torque pulses. And it does the expected, 
going a bit harsh at high revs and thud- 
ding strongly when the throttles are 
opened wide at low engine speeds. Tall 
gearing made it an extremely smooth 
highway cruiser; the other stuff dropped 
it back to fifth. 

There's a two-stroke triple in the Suzuki 
GT750M; it can be buzzy up near the 
redline, and an extremely tall fifth-gear 
made it torque-shake a lot. The bike is 
a dreamboat in fourth, and a change of 
sprockets would put it much closer to the 
head of the class instead of sixth. 

Big in-line fours are shakers; the Kawa- 
saki Z-1 is also a mover. It rasped and 
buzzed its way into seventh place in an 
unquenchable frenzy of secondary shak- 
ing and power pulses. 

Eighth-place was solidly occupied by 
the Harley-Davidson FLH. There's every 
reason for a 45-degree V-twin to shake, 
as all three kinds of forces get in their 
licks, and a big one is going to vibrate 
a lot. The FLH is the biggest and it shakes 
the most, with a lot of amplitude and over 
an amazingly wide range of frequencies. 





hen suspensions 
should move, and do, they 
are being compliant. And 
among all the touring 
bikes in the sampling 
tested, only the BMW's suspension truly 
had that important quality of compliance; 
the rest revealed differing degrees of ob- 
stinacy when asked to cope with things 
like ordinary highway expansion seams. 

The BMW R90/6 brings to touring pre- 
cisely what touring requires: plenty of 
wheel travel adequately damped, soft 
springs and a fork that will move when 
it should. The tires don't offer a lot of help, 
so you feel some harshness on any tex- 
tured surface; and the BMW's soft springs 
and damping can't handle lumpy roads, 
ridden fast. But the Bavarian twin is yards 
ahead of its competition in the way it sails 
along the average road at the average 
rider's pace. 

With a little less static friction in its fork, 
and a lot better damping, the Moto Guzzi 
could be the BMW's equal in ride quality. 
But all the Guzzi has is soft springs: its 
fork has so much stiction it won't budge 
for the abrupt ridges BMW's fork absorbs 
so well, and once either wheel begins to 
move in response to bumps there's only 
friction to stop further lurches. 

We rate the Harley-Davidson only frac- 
tionally behind the Moto Guzzi in terms 
of ride; that does not imply the two bikes 
are anything alike. Those big tires under 
the FLH simply gobble up the small stuff 
without sending any disturbance into the 
suspension. This heavyweight is very 
softly sprung and damped lightly, and it 
pitches disconcertingly on the wrong kind 
ofroad. The FLH is greaton the Interstate; 
ungreat on the paved cowpaths. 





COMFORT: 
SUSPENSION 
COMPLIANCE 


1. BMW R90/6 
2. Moto Guzzi 850.. 


3. H-D FLH-1200.... 
4. Suzuki GT-750 .. 
5. Honda GL-1000.. 
6. Suzuki RE-5 

7. Norton 850.. 

8. Kawasaki Z-1 





Fork stiction and pre-defeated damping 
are the Suzuki triple's main problems. The 
rear spring rates seem to be about right 
but the lack of control lets the bike's tail 
bob up and down, and the fork just won't 
move for most bumps the front wheel 
finds. This Suzuki never behaves really 
badly; neither does it ever give a genuine- 
ly smooth ride. 

Two evils come to him who rides 
Honda's GL-1000: there is so much fork 
stiction that the connection between axle 
and handlebar is completely rigid much 
of the time; and the very high unsprung 
masses moving with the rear wheel 
(gears, gearcase, etc.) simply are more 
than the shocks can control. In this very 
important aspect, the GL-1000 fails and 
does so fairly emphatically. 

The Suzuki RE-5 is just plain stiff- 
legged, with fork stiction, overly stiff 
springs and less-than-brilliant suspension 








damping. You expect that combination to 
yield a harsh, rattling ride—and that's 
what you get. 

Maybe the hundred pounds Norton's 
850 acquired with electric starting is just 
too much for its suspension. Whatever the 
cause, our Norton couldn't cope with 
most kinds of bumps—and its misbehavior 
took forms not found in the other bikes. 
We were agreed that it didn't ride well; 
none of us could quite pinpoint what it 
was doing badly. Perhaps that's why the 
Norton 850's ride-quality score placed it 
seventh in a field of eight. 

In contrast, everyone knew exactly why 
the Kawasaki Z-1 should be relegated to 
last place in this category: the bike's sus- 
pension amounts to rigid struts over most 
miles a touring rider is likely to cover. It 
has the whole bag of comfort-defeating 
suspension tricks, starting with stiction 
and ending with gruesomely stiff springs. 


ating the two-up suitability 

of the big tourers involves the 

blending of several categories: 

ergonomics, vibration, sus- 

pension compliance, mountain 
road handling, noise level and conve- 
niences and cleanliness. (None of the 
bikes suffered an objectionable loss in 
acceleration or in-town operation with a 
passenger aboard.) An additional 600 
miles was devoted to riding two-up, at a 
moderate to fast pace over a spectrum 
of mountain roads, open highway, and 
interstate. Weight of the rider/passenger 
duo was 325 pounds, and there was an- 
other 15 pounds of clothes and riding 
gear weight. 

Clearly the best machine in this cate- 
gory was the BMW; its suspension sup- 
plies the least intrusive ride over all road 
surfaces. It has the most comfortable 
saddle. The rider was not relegated to a 
different riding posture by the addition of 
a passenger. The seat's coarse surface 
prevented the passenger from sliding into 
the rider when the brakes were applied. 
The passenger's leg positioning was best, 
and the BMW had the only usable rear 
hand rail. The ground clearance loss was 
not as severe as with the Harley-David- 
son, Honda, Norton and Suzuki 750. With 
two-up another 57 pounds can be carried 
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before the BMW reaches its GVWR (Gross 
Vehicle Weight Rating) limit. 

The Honda supplies passenger comfort 
comparable to the BMW. Passenger posi- 
tioning is comfortable, and doesn't cramp 
the pilot. The triple disc brake system 
proved the strongest with two-up. Com- 
plete absence of running sound and vi- 
bration eliminates long distance fatigue. 
The rear shocks are supple but the fork 
is too rigid on bumpy roads. A hesitation 
in the throttle-to-rear-wheel connection 
causes the passenger's head to jerk if 
the controls aren't worked with perfect 
precision. The loss of ground clearance 
can be dangerous on mountain roads. 
Only 13 pounds of extra gear can be 
loaded on the Honda before the GVWR 
is exceeded. 





Suzuki's GT750M does well in the two- 
up category without excelling in any sin- 
gle area. The big saddle is firm without 
being too hard or too cushy. Its width 
spreads fully under the buttocks of both 
rider and passenger. A tremendous dual 
disc front brake compensates for the 
fast-fade rear. Rumbling vibration persists 
at low engine speeds. Hard braking will 
let the passenger slip up on the pilot. 
Reduced ground clearance requires 
caution in steep turns. With our two test- 
ers aboard, the GVWR is exceeded by 
12 pounds. 

The strong points of Norton's two-up 
comfort are the pilot's freedom of move- 
ment and a soft passenger perch. Engine 
trembling at lower revs walks the passen- 
ger's feet off the pegs. Handling with 
two-up is excellent, though the loss of 
ground clearance slows cornering 
speeds. Long rides are less pleasant be- 
cause of the board-hard rider's section 
of the saddle. The Norton's GVWR allows 
for 21 Ibs. of extra payload with two-up. 

The Suzuki RE-5 excels in ground 
clearance and handling on tight mountain 
roads. The narrow saddle supports only 
the center of the rider's and passenger's 
posteriors. The forward slope of the seat 
keeps the passenger pressed against the 


pilot constantly; and is especially annoy- 
ing when braking. Engine vibration is al- 
most non-existent but drive chain buzzing 
can put the passenger's feet to sleep. The 
sharp exhaust beat is quite irritating for 
the passenger and leads to premature 
noise fatigue. Laden with the two testers 
the GVWR is exceeded by eleven pounds. 

The Kawasaki Z-1 offers little compro- 
mise for touring. Engine performance 
makes it the fastest—even with two-up. 
Rigid suspension and harsh engine har- 
monics deliver a bone-jarring ride on 
rough roads and stinging vibration at brisk 
speeds. The saddle is shallow, hard, nar- 
row, slippery. The slick, forward-tilted seat 
forces the passenger against the rider 
constantly. The high buddy pegs bend the 
passenger's legs uncomfortably. Loaded 


Кайы: 


with Cycle's two people, the 2-1 is three 
pounds over its allowable GVWR. 
Awkward riding positions cause the 
Moto Guzzi to rate poorly in two-up com- 
fort. The extra-soft and slick saddle tilts 
forward to compress the passenger 
against the pilot. The over-poshness of 
the saddle lets the two riders find the seat 
bottom in 50 miles or less. The bend of 
the passenger's legs is the sharpest and 
least comfortable of the group. The 
Guzzi's chassis might otherwise contrib- 
ute to near-perfect handling, but was 
impaired by collapsed fork springs and 
soggy shock action. No allowable payload 
weight figures are available. 
Harley-Davidson's two-up ride and 
comfort limits are the least acceptable of 
the bikes. The tractor-type saddle is soft 
and equipped with auxiliary overload 
(passenger) springs. The pilot straddles 
the hard, narrow front horn of the seat. 
The passenger's lower back is punished 
by being sandwiched between the pilot 
and the rear hand-hold. A constant vol- 
ume of running noises leads to early fa- 
tigue. Grounding of numerous parts 
occurs with hazardous ease. Though 
boasting an enormous 658 pound GVWR 
payload, the Harley is least able to carry 


extra weight safely. 
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ime and miles bring out the 

work/money cost required to 

keep man and his motorcycle in 

harmony. The following is a 

wrap-up of the-convenience and 
maintenance features, good and bad, we 
found with each bike on the road, in the 
shop and through observation. 

Tools and Data: The BMW comes best 
equipped to permita rider to perform most 
any road-side service. The extraordinarily 
complete tool kit contains an abundance 
of high-quality wrenches, a tire patch kit, 
air pump, shop towel and a superb owner's 
manual. It's the only bike that provides 
for the removal, repair and replacement 
of a flat tire. Excepting the Harley, the 
rest of the bikes have small tool kits and 
sketchy owner's manuals. The Harley has 
no tools, tool box or owner's manual. 





Gas and Oil: The Norton Interstate sup- 
plies the biggest gas tank, 6.25 gallons, 
and longest cruising range. The Z-1, Moto 
Guzzi, Rotary, Harley-Davidson, and 
LeMans are good for 140 to 230 miles. 
The BMW's range is similar but a fac- 
tory-optional 6.5-gallon touring tank is 
available. Honda's secluded five gallon 
gas tank virtually eliminates the possibility 
of installing a larger accessory container 
and its tiny filler spout causes overfilling 
and fuel spillage. Harley's split tanks re- 
quire two fill-ups at every gas stop, and 

.the twist caps sometimes leak. The 
BMW's gas cap came apart when its re- 
taining rivet fell out. 

The Honda, Z-1 and LeMans have con- 
venient inspection windows to indicate 
the engine oil level. Suzuki's Rotary has 
an oil injection tank under the seat and 
an engine sump (with dip stick) to check 
and fill. BMW uses an automotive-type 
dip-stick extending below the filler hole 
plug. To fill and check the Norton the seat 
must be unlocked, fastening knob loos- 
ened and saddle lifted. Harley's oil tank 
is under the saddle and has a reasonably 
convenient lift-out dip stick. 

Only the LeMans two-stroke has no 
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need for an engine oil filter. The Honda, 
Z-1, Rotary, BMW and Norton have 
easy-to-replace full-flow filters. Harley 
Davidson has retained a felt filter. The 
Moto Guzzi has a full-flow filter that re- 
quires removal of the engine sump plate 
for replacement. 

Center and Side Stands: All machines, 
excepting the Harley Davidson, have 
center stands. The BMW and Honda roll 
up easily on their center stands; the 
LeMans, Rotary, Norton and, in particular, 
Moto Guzzi require a lot of effort to lift. 
The Harley Davidson's round side stand 
sinks into hot asphalt easily. Moto Guzzi 
and BMW have auto-return stands that 
flip up (letting the bikes fall if unattended) 
when relieved of their loads. Honda's 
short stand is too vertical when down and 
lets the arm fold if the bike moves forward 
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even slightly. As happened to us, the big 
Honda then rolls over on its side and 
requires two people to right. 

General Service: The BMW, Moto Guzzi, 
Z-1, Honda and Norton provide simple 
access to spark plugs, points and valve 
adjustment. Replacement of the Harley 
and Rotary spark plug(s) is easy. The 
“74” has non-adjustable hydraulic lifters. 
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Neither the RE-5 nor LeMans have valves. 
The Kawasaki’s plugs can be changed 
easily and timing is simple. Valve adjust- 
ment is basically a dealer task because 
of the special tools and spacers required. 

Harley’s simple single carburetor is the 
easiest to adjust. Brief familiarization with 
twin carburetor synchronization and tun- 
ing will permit most riders to set those 
on the BMW, Norton and Moto Guzzi. 
Multi-carburetion systems on the LeMans, 
Honda and Z-1 require vacuum gauge kits 
and precise settings for proper tuning—a 
dealer task. The Rotary carburetor is 
highly complex and must be set only by 
a trained dealer. 

Electrics: All the tour bikes have elec- 
tric starters and large batteries which 
demand regular observation for water 
level. BMW has the only really bright 
headlamp—one with a quartz halogen 
element. Excepting the dim lamp on the 
Moto Guzzi, the other bikes have ade- 
quate illumination. The Harley has op- 
tional spot-type lights available. Our Har- 
ley Davidson has asingle-fuse system that 
shuts off all current flow, including power 
for the lights, when blown. Its failure could 
be dangerous at night. We had numerous 
ignition/lighting shorts in our test bike 
and the fuse popped every time the spots 
were switched on. 

Wheel Removal: The BMW, Moto Guzzi, 
Z-1 and Norton have quick-change-type 
wheels. The Honda rear wheel can be 
removed only after the mufflers are loos- 
ened and moved aside. The Rotary and 
LeMans require caliper removal and 
fender-loosening in order to take out the 
dual disc front wheels. The Harley will 
have to be trucked to a dealer or service 
station for wheel removal. 

Cleanliness: Shaft drives on the BMW, 
Honda and Moto Guzzi eliminate prob- 
lems with chain lubrication and oil-fling- 
ing. The shafts and bevel gears should 
last the life of the motorcycles. The rest 
of the bikes’ chains splatter the rear of 
the motorcycles and can (depending on 
lube amount) toss oil up on the rider and 
passenger. The Z-1, Rotary and LeMans 
use “endless” chains that require rear 
wheel, swing arm and sprocket cover 
removal to replace. The Norton and Har- 
ley have conventional master link chains. 

The Z-1, Rotary and LeMans were free 
of engine oil leaks, though the chain lube 
spray soiled other areas. The BMW blew 
out the rear of the sump gasket. The Moto 
Guzzi had oil weepage from the aft sec- 
tion of the engine assembly. Norton’s 
engine castings misted oil at all the 
seams, and using the Amal carburetor 
ticklers lets fuel drip on the engine cases. 
Honda’s flat-four acquired an oil mist 
accumulation at the bottom of the cam 
drive cover. The Harley-Davidson spewed 
oil from numerous seams and gaskets. 
Oil dribbled over the engine and on the 
legs of the riders and passengers. The 
Harley's gas cap leaks left fuel stains on 
the tank. 

The full-coverage fenders on the Harley 
gave the best protection to the riders from 
water spray. Honda's semi-full-coverage 
fenders include flared mud-guards to 
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keep water and grime from flinging on the 
bike or riders. The BMW, Moto Guzzi, 
Rotary and LeMans provide the next-best 
protection from water. Norton's fenders 
are good rider-protectors but open areas 
at the upper-rear section let water drench 
the underside of the saddle and back of 
the engine. The Z-1's bobbed-type fend- 
ers allow water to spray the riders' backs. 

Miscellaneous: All the machines except 
the Moto Guzzi have resettable trip- 
meters. Mileage has to be added mentally 
on the Guzzi to regulate gas stop inter- 
vals. Harley's speedo-instrument package 
is dangerously located down on the tank. 
The rider must look away from the road 
and peer almost straight down to see the 
instrument cluster when he wants to 
check speed or mileage. Pounding vibra- 
tions from the Big Twin would occasion- 
ally trip the odometer's mileage rollers 
over and give false distance figures. All 
the speedometers were about ten percent 
fast in their readings. 

Fork and seat key-locks are provided 
on all the bikes except the Harley David- 
son. A padlock is needed to secure the 
Harley fork. 

The throttle twist effort of the BMW and 
Moto Guzzi is far too stiff and tiring. This 
year's Harley-Davidson has, for the first 
time, a spring-return throttle. Honda's 
special 17-inch rear tire relegates its 
owners to OEM replacement rubber only. 
Moto Guzzi failed to include a turn indica- 
tor light in the instrument cluster. Only 
AUGUST 1975 


the BMW and Moto Guzzi have damper 
spring pre-load levers on the rear shocks. 
Norton's stock K 81 Dunlop tires are the 
best all-around tires of the group. 





he Suzuki RE-5 Rotary was 
the clear and unanimous winner 
of the Mountain Road Ease of 
Operation category. The rigidity 
of its chassis and its perfect ge- 
ometry, together with copious ground 
clearance and lots of engine torque ex- 
actly where it should be, caused all testers 
to feel they could ride the Rotary quicker 
and with more confidence than any other 
bike in the comparison. The tires bite well, 
the long-wheelbase frame contributes to 
high-speed stability, steering is neutral 
and brakes are superlative both in terms 
of predictability and stopping power. 
The Norton and the Kawasaki finished 
second and third, the Norton primarily 
because of its light, accurate steering 
(left-side ground clearance continues to 
be a problem) and the Kawasaki because 


PERFORMANCE: 
MOUNTAIN ROAD 
HANDLING 


1. Suzuki RE-5 ....... 8.3 
2. Norton 850........ 6.1 


3. Kawasaki 2-1:..:: 6:0 
4. Suzuki @7-750:::: 5.8 
5. Moto Guzzi 850.. 5.4 
6. BMW R90/6. 

7. Honda GL-1000.. 5.2 
8. H-D FLH-1200:... 1.8 


of its ground clearance and the ease with 
which its controls can be manipulated 
(the Z-1 still exhibits a tendency to over- 
steer around slowish corners, and a 
vague wallow intrudes on stability around 
fast ones). 

Fourth was the 750 Suzuki GT: great 
brakes, reasonable stability, diminished 
engine torque due to '75 carburetion, port 
timing and mufflers, and improved but still 
improvable ground clearance. The Moto 
Guzzi was a controversial fifth: like most 
big-bore Italian motorcycles the rigidity 
of the chassis cannot be faulted, nor can 
the geometry. But the same components 
that give the Guzzi high ratings in terms 
of suspension compliance cause it to 
handle in an indecisive fashion in the 
mountains; the bike is, simply, soft when 
pushed hard. Its rear brake was grabby. 
Ground clearance on the V-twin 850 was 
second only to the Suzuki RE-5. 

The BMW finished sixth, right behind 
the Interceptor. Unmatched for suspen- 
sion compliance, the R90/6's long-travel 
front fork mushes around fast turns and 
permits the front end to dive alarmingly 
under severe braking. Cornering clear- 
ance won't win any prizes either, espe- 





cially with the installed spill bar in place. 
The big twin is a dreamboat in most high- 
way situations; it turns sullen in the 
mountains. 

The GL-1000 Honda does not do well 
on twisty roads, for a number of reasons. 
It has a dangerous lack of cornering 
clearance; drive line snatch, never pres- 
ent in steady-state cruising, becomes 
hateful in on-the-gas off-the-gas terrain; 
and it can get to galloping around fast 
corners. Triple disc brakes and a hyper- 
horsepower engine see to it that you can 
go briskly if you want to; but it's a lot like 
work and not enough like fun. 

The Harley-Davidson ranked eighth in 
terms of mountain road handling. Its cor- 
nering clearance is negligible (the floor- 
board, two floorboard brackets, brake 
lever, a frame lug and three spots on the 
muffler drag in right turns; and the side- 
stand, floorboard, clutch housing and two 
places on the muffler throw off sparks in 
left-handers). The rubber-mounted han- 
dlebars join with the FLH's long 'n' loose 
chassis and sprung seat to give the rider 
a feeling of disassociation; in the moun- 
tains, the FLH seems to be operating on 
remote control. The brakes (discs front 
and rear) are noisy but effective; the rest 
of the motorcycle is a ponderous, inaccu- 
rate, reluctant, heaving handful in the 
twisty-turnies. One tester said, ‘‘What 
worried me most about riding the 74 in 
the mountains was meeting another 74 
coming the other way.” 


rom time to time the tour- 
ing rider discovers that cities 
aA congest his open road, and the 

ease with which these machines 

can operate in town basically 
depends upon the accuracy and smooth- 
ness of certain functions: braking, 
clutching, gear-changing and carbura- 
tion. Other factors count. too, including 
response to steering inputs, vibration 
modes, noise levels and the placement 
and operation of controls. 

The Suzuki GT-750 and the Kawasaki 
Z-1 tied for first place. Both machines 
clutch, brake and carburate without any 
aggravating glitches. Vibration and noise 
remain at low levels. The bikes respond 
quickly to rider inputs and never fight 
back with their bulk. The Suzuki is more 







PERFORMANCE: 
IN-TOWN EASE 
OF OPERATION 


1. Suzuki GT-750 ДА 
2. Kawasaki 2-1:.... 
3. Honda GL-1000.. 


4. BMW R90/6 ...... 
5. Norton 850........ 
6. Suzuki RE*5 ...... 
7. Moto Guzzi 850. 
8. H-D FLH-1200.... 








comfortable, thanks to its seat, but the 
Z-1 engine has more snap. Both have 
clunky gearboxes. 

Driveline snatch especially curses the 
GL-1000. The Gold Wing has a lot of 
wind-up/reel-out hesitation-&-yank when 
the throttle is opened and closed in the 
lower gears. And nothing can really mask 
the Honda's 650 pounds when puttering 
in traffic. 

The lean BMW feels more agile round 
town than any other bike. At 490 pounds, 
it's far lighter than other machines, but 
low-speed engine vibration, driveline 
whine and brake buzzing dropped the 
R90/6 in the rankings. 

Norton engine noise becomes very ob- 
vious in town, as does its grabby clutch 
and the low-rpm quaking. Atstoplights the 
Interstate's non-folding footpegs catch 
the rider's legs, forcing them outward at 
awkward angles. Positioned anywhere, 
the legs still tag the pegs. 

While engine thrash hurts the Norton, 
Suzuki's RE-5 bothers in-town riders with 
its exhaust beat. Stop-and-go riding cer- 
tainly underscores the Rotary's agonizing 
mid-range vacillation. And the RE-5, with 
its heavy steering and tiller-bars, feels 
trucky when creeping along in traffic. 

Engine throbbing, tall gearing and un- 
pleasant braking put the Guzzi 850-T next 
to last. The side shakes are far more 
pronounced than in the BMW—and very 
evident at low speeds. The steep first gear 
makes smooth starts a problem. Only first 
and second are normally used in town, 
with occasional resort to third. The front 
brake begins to work early in its lever-arc, 
making it difficult for riders with small 
hands to get a firm grip; the rear brake 
of our test Guzzi would grab with little 
provocation. 

The Harley-Davidson was the loudest 
bike as experienced from the saddle. Staff 
members didn't like the 74's weight; when 
stopped, riders had to balance the bike 
deliberately. Nevertheless the Harley- 
Davidson will crawl along at a snail's pace 
in traffic, and that's a blessing because 
drivetrain lash will cause the bike to lurch. 
The brake pedal proved clumsy in use, 
the long-throw shift lever was positioned 
badly, and the hand controls were un- 
satisfactory. (Continued) 
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Suzuki H-D 
RE-5 FLH-1200 GT-750 


Honda 
GL-1000 


Norton Moto 
850 (ett p44] 


Total Test 


Міеѕ 1966 


1555 1806 1735 1626 2040 


Odometer 
Reading 
@ Actual 100 mi. 


98.7 102.3 105.2 99.0 105.04 


Speedometer 
Correction 

@ Indicated 
60 mph 


55:9 


Oil 

Consumption Lot 
Rpm In 

Top Gear 

@ Actual 

60 mph 


3488 3509 2900 3488 


Regular . Regular 
or or 
No-Lead No-Lead 


4 Regular 
Premium g 


pd Low-Lead 


Recommended Premium Premium 
Fuel Геадеа Геадеа 


1.25 
Hours 


$12.00- 
$39.95 


Tune-Up 1.5 1.6 


Cost* Prout Hours Hours 921200 


Basic Parts 
Retail Prices 


$5.00 


Oil Filter (est) 


$ 5.60 $214 $914 $3.95 


Points & 


Condensor 1058 


$16.00 $11.28 $15.75 $ 4.50 $30.73 


Bridgestone 
$24.40 


Dunlop 
$48.10 


Rear Tire $39.57 $42.50 $29.99 $39.90 $29.99 


Drive Chain. $26.00 $67.56 $19.95 $64.83 


Clutch Plates $35.00 $93.00 $29.60 $44.15 $64.53 


Headlamp $ 3.58 $460 $830 $1436 $495 $13.10 


Inner 
$ 3.10 
Outer 
$ 4.55 


Throttle 


Cable 8/090 


$248 $ 9.80 $13.80 $ 7.16 


Clutch Cable $ 7.80 $ 4.90 $19.25 $ 5.87 


Piston, Rings 


Pin Per Set 29090 


$31.60 $39.00 $22.33 $40.40 


Valves 


Per Set $58.10 


$40.32 $51.20 $69.20 


Front Brake 


8.1 
Pads Per Set 350 16 


$ 6.00 $12.80 $34.00 $58.16 $22.30 


Air Filter $ 518 none $830 $717 $790 $ 8.63 


*Set/sync carbs, plugs, ignition adjustment: per factory flat rate. 


R90/6 


2035 


100.0 


3680 


Premium 
Leaded 


$98.60 
Major 


$33.70 


$11.50 


$ 8.40 


$ 6.75 


$49.85 


$84.00 


$30.30 


$ 7.75 


Suzuki BMW LEW ELL 


903 Z-1B 


2182 


Regular 
or 
No Lead 


$37.40 
Average 


$69.60 
$55.60 


$22.80 


$ 9.00 


$ 5.50 


$25.00 


$74.00 


$23.60 


$10.20 





FUEL CONSUMPTION ВАТЕ d 





SUZUKI ROTARY 30.22 MIN. 

35.49 MPG AVE. 38.85 MAX. 

NORTON 850 32.76 MIN. 

38.38 MPG AVE. 47.45 MAX. 

H-D FLH-1200 34.06 MIN. 

34.70 MPG AVERAGE 40.88 MAX. 

SUZUKI GT-750M 34.27 MIN. 

37.93 MPG AVERAGE 42.84 MAX. 

HONDA GL-1000 34.37 MIN. 

38.79 MPG AVERAGE [4879 МАХ 

KAWASAKI 903 Z-1B 37.90 MIN. 

40.3 MPG AVERAGE 45.01 MAX. 

MOTO GUZZI 850-T. 38.70 MIN. 

45.04 MPG AVERAGE 51.03 MAX. 

BMW R90/6 45.50 MIN. 

49.31 MPG AVERAGE 58.66 MAX. 
MPG 20 30 40 - 50 

Ya-MILE ELAPSED TIME 


KAWASAKI 
903 Z-1B 


HONDA GL-1000 
GOLD WING 








FUEL RANGE 
SUZUKI RE-5 
MISU ROTARY 


1407 SUZUKI 
170 GT-750M 


i5i- KAWASAKI 
І 903 Z-1B 


170 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


120- 





200 FLH-1200 


HONDA GL-1000 
GOLD WING 


МОВТОМ 850 
INTERSTATE 


MOTO GUZZI 


мото 250-340 


260-340 


MILES 150 200 250 300 


/4-MILE TERMINAL SPEED 


H-D 
кал 79.92 МРН 
NORTON 850 


INTERSTATE 93.36 MPH 











SUZUKI 
GT-750M 


MOTO GUZZI 
850-T 








SUZUKI RE-5 
ROTARY 


NORTON 850 
INTERSTATE 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
FLH-1200 


SECONDS 8 12 16 








PASSING ABILITY 
TERMINAL SPEED IN TOP GEAR FROM 55 MPH IN 650 FEET 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
FLH-1200 71.03 MPH 























































мото GUZZI 73.23 MPH 
| SUZUKI 76.85 MPH 
oOo BZ 
[E ы 
| ROSE RES 80.42 МРН 
KAWASAKI 80.93 MPH 


903 Z-1B 


МРН 60 70 80 90 
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SUZUKI RE-5 
ROTARY 


BMW 
R90/6 


MOTO GUZZI 
850-T 


SUZUKI | 


94.63 МРН 





95.84 MPH 
| 97.93 MPH 


GT-750M 100.44 MPH 


HONDA GL-1000 
GOLD WING 


KAWASAKI 
903 Z-1B 


MPH 70 80 90 100 





104.52 МРН 





107.39 МРН 


GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING 
MINUS CURB WEIGHT 


MOTO GUZZI 
850-T 


SUZUKI | 
GT-750M 


SUZUKI 
ROTARY 


KAWASAKI 
903 Z-1B 


NOT AVAILABLE 


328 LBS. 





329 LBS. 





337 LBS. 


353 LBS. 
361 LBS. 2 
397 LBS 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 658 LBS. ET 


NORTON 850 
INTERSTATE 





FLH-1200 
LBS. 300 400 500 600 








o conclude with an overall rank 
order based strictly upon point 
averages in all the categories is 
to assume that all categories are 
equally important to all riders; to 
avoid a final ranking is to assume that 
the abilities of a given motorcycle are 
indistinguishable from the abilities of any 
other motorcycle. Patently, that is not the 
case; good bikes are better than mediocre 
bikes, and mediocre bikes are better than 
bad bikes. 

Our overall ranking does not, once 
again, take into account a multitude 
of critical buyer considerations; inexplic- 
able personal appeal often overshadows 
persuasive functional shortcomings. 
"Because | like it," has always been the 
most compelling reason for buying a par- 
ticular model. Motorcycles, after all, are 
passion objects, and passions sometimes 
disagree with functional realities. 

How the bikes work: that is what we 
set out to determine. Consider the overall 
ranking for what it is—the collective staff 
opinion of the editors of Cycle Magazine 
based on comparisons, impressions and 
hard data logged during the course of 
13,000 total miles through all different 
kinds of terrain and under most riding 
conditions. 

1) The BMW R90/6 and the Honda 
GL-1000 Gold Wing. If the BMW is an 
easy winner in the suspension comfort 
and ergonomics categories, the GL-1000 
had perfect scores in vibration control 
and overall noise level. The BMW does 
extraordinarily well in the maintenance 
and conveniences scoring; the GL-1000 
counters with its speed and acceleration. 
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Both have shaft drives; both are expen- 
sive, though the BMW is more so; the 
BMW deals more successfully with non- 
interstate terrain, but the Gold Wing's 
brake systems work better. The BMW's 
lack of weight is attractive to a few staff- 
ers; the Honda's understated luxury and 
the effortless way it spins out speed is 
attractive to all. Power delivery from the 
Gold Wing is willing but snatchy; from the 
R-90/6, smooth but a bit lazy. Both are 
highly efficient, restrained, sophisticated 
and balanced as touring bikes; but they 
have attained their superiority in utterly 
different fashions. The Gold Wing is brand 
new; its heritage comes only from a stack 
of engineering drawings, computer 
read-outs and Honda's very mechanistic 
understanding of what works. The BMW 
is a half-century old; some have called 
it a triumph of development over design, 
but a win, after all, is a win. It is supple, 
has the only touring-type suspension that 
really works, and offers the long-distance 
rider a nearly perfect seat. High-gear 
torque, decent acceleration through the 
gears, good vibration control, historic 
reliability and easy maintenance put the 
1975 R-90/6 where it has been for some 
time: at the top of the heap. 

The GL-1000 was born there, and not 
too long ago. It's faster, smoother, out- 
wardly more sophisticated (certainly 
more complicated), and quieter than the 
BMW, but the R90/6 makes it up with 
comfort and a design concept from which 
time and dedicated development have 
extracted nearly every annoyance. 

We have used all our tools—argument, 
discussion, logic, hard numbers, soft 





opinions—to pry the two apart. We can't. 
They're both magnificent—and yards 
ahead of the rest. 

3) Suzuki GT-750M. Think of the 
water-cooled two-stroke triple and the 
words, "tough," "useful," "obstinate" 
and ‘‘bargain’’ come to mind. Held to be 
quite revolutionary when it was intro- 
duced half a decade ago, the 750 has 
beaten down objections to its perfor- 
mance and concept with yearly improve- 
ments and an impressive long-distance 
record. It won but a single category—in 
town ease of operation—but its scores in 
others were consistently high. Alterations 
to its breathing and gearing for '75 prob- 
ably hurt it as a straight-line tourer, but 
additional ground clearance and in- 
creased peak horsepower, together with 
a brilliant front brake and an unintrusive 
rear, made it much more fun—and safer 
by far—off the Interstates. It doesn't leak 
oil, accelerates with enthusiasm, has a 
klunky but decisive gearbox, handles 
better every year and in general does 
what its rider tells it to do. Shortcomings? 
Not enough cruising range (the 750 was 
the firstto run bone-dry); and more engine 
vibration than most staffers felt neces- 
sary. In all other regards the water-cooled 
triple is just fine; approach it without the 
average motorcyclist'S preconceptions 
and it'll dazzle with its efficiency and 
steadiness. Too, it’s a bargain consid- 
ering what it can do, and a bargain con- 
sidering the prices of its competitors. It 
doesn't exactly know what it's supposed 
to be—Superbike or a tourer. We do. It's 
a tourer, and one that's practically unas- 
sailable. 
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4) Kawasaki 903 Z-1B. If ever there 
were a wolf in wolf's clothing, it's the Z-1. 
One of the two crudest bikes included in 
the comparison, the Kawasaki makes you 
like it with satisfactory high- and low- 
speed handling, two engines for the price 
of one, and a complete lack of pretense. 
What you see is what you get, and you'd 
better be ready for it. Below 6000 rpm 
the Z-1 is strong, harsh, and stiff; above 
6000 rpm it is fierce, harsh and stiff. Ac- 
curate carburetion, good gear-staging, 
useful low-speed torque and a nice clutch 
gave it high marks around town; its gen- 
eral suspension stiffness and a granite 
seat penalized it in the ergonomic cate- 
gory; the same shortcomings sunk it to 
the bottom in the compliance evaluation; 
and all but the Harley-Davidson beat it 
in vibration control. 

Touring categories aside, the staff felt 
the Z-1 worthy of the “Best Bike Regard- 
less” award. Still, this is a touring com- 
parison; as a tourer, the Z-1 makes a 
helluva Superbike. 

5) Suzuki RE-5 Rotary. Suzuki 
helped clear a touring slot for the Rotary 
by warming over the GT-750 and present- 
ing it more as a hotrod. Guess what: the 
GT-750 is still a superior touring bike, and 
the Rotary has one characteristic that 
would pull it towards the top of a perfor- 
mance-intensive comparison: it is the ab- 
solute king of the heavyweight Japanese 
handlers. You can stick it deep enough 
into a high-speed corner to hear “Меагег 
My God To Thee," and still come out the 
other end having dragged nothing against 

'the pavement except your eyeballs. The 
bike is oil-tight and well screwed together, 
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provides adequate comfort and vibration 
control, good high-gear acceleration and 
(two scorched spark plugs aside) barely- 
decent touring range (better than the 
GT-750 and the Kawasaki Z-1). The pen- 
etrating quality of its exhaust cadence 
fatigued several testers, however, and it 
didn't score well in town, probably be- 
cause of its overall length and jerky mid- 
range carburetion. Braking is superior, all 
handlebar controls are where you want 
them to be (only the BMW, the GL-1000 
and the GT-750 scored higher in ergonom- 
ics), and the excessive throttle slop that 
intruded on our original test Rotary (Jan- 
uary, 1975) has been mostly engineered 
out. Complicated the RE-5 is; and after 
only six months on the market, still alien. 
But Suzuki has armed the Rotary with the 
industry's best warranty support: if your 
engine comes unravelled within a 
year, you get a new one, free. Roadside 
motor repairs are a practical impossibility; 
the bike is very automotive in that respect. 
But Cycle's four separate exposures to 
the RE-5 have shown it to be exception- 
ally tough (two of them went from one 
coast to the other and back again without 
a single spark plug change). We said it 
in January and we'll say it again: the bike 
works. 

6) Norton 850 Interstate. The pas- 
sage of time and the press of new legisla- 
tion have loosened the Norton's grip on 
its own heritage. Because the engine 
makes so much noise, intake and exhaust 
muffling have to be even more rigorous 
than usual—so the Norton pays an ex- 
treme price in performance. Because 
Norton felt the market would soon find 
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kick-starting unacceptable, an electric 
starter has been grafted to the once-lean 
British twin—so the bike pays an extreme 
price in weight, and acceleration. Thatthe 
850 exists at all in 1975—and is legal in 
all states—is monumental. That it can 
compete against this kind of a field is a 
minor miracle. 

But it was never designed as a heavy- 
weight tourer, so it competes without a 
great deal of success. It desperately 
needs a new front fork, more left-side 
ground clearance, and added measures 
of oil and gas tightness and low-engine- 
speed vibration control. Good mountain 
handling remains; it scored better in that 
category than every bike except the RE-5. 
It was originally laid out as a sporting bike, 
rewarding constant care and attention 
with spectacular tearing-around perfor- 
mance. Today it demands far less care 
and attention; but the rewards, still found 
on serpentine back-country roads, are 
less easily discerned on the Interstate. 
The Norton was born a sporting bike; it 
has retained enough of its original char- 
acter to remain a sporting bike. 

7) Moto Guzzi 850T Interceptor. 
The Moto Guzzi lacks the scope to be 
extended successfully from a back-road 
darter to a long-distance hauler. In its 
current incarnation (a hybrid made from 
softened Moto Guzzi Sport components 
and Guzzi Eldorado thinking), it is out of 
its depth. Narrow motorcycles function 
within carefully circumscribed bounda- 
ries; outside those boundaries they 
flounder. Compromise seldom helps, and 
it hasn't helped the Guzzi. A super-rigid, 
high-speed-proficient chassis comes to 
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the Interceptor from the Sport; suspen- 
sion tone comes from the Eldorado. So 
the bike handles without wallowing, but 
it also handles without decisiveness and 
never feels, in a high-speed situation, to 
be firmly in touch with the road. Its 850 
V-twin engine makes enough power to 
produce startling quarter mile times—but 
final gearing is so tall that fifth-gear pass- 
ing acceleration is uninspired. Engine 
vibration is well-controlled, but engine 
intake honk (there are no air cleaners in 
the Interceptor; the bike is shamefully 
unique in that regard) irritated everyone 
who rode it. The seat is over-soft in the 
opinion of many staffers, and the physical 
relationship between the bike and rider 
needs improvement. 

The Moto Guzzi has suffered from ra- 
tionalization. Broad-spectrum motorcy- 
cles like the Kawasaki Z-1 can be a lot 
of things to a lot of people, and moder- 
ately to wildly successful in nearly any 
kind of pavement endeavor. Bikes as 
constricted as the Interceptor cannot. As 
a sport bike, the Guzzi approached the 
big Ducati V-twin as a sophisticated, ac- 
curate, involving piece of hardware. As 
a tourer, the Guzzi Eldorado was un- 
matched for peaceful comfort. Mix the 
Guzzis together and it all seems to fall 
out through the middle, unattached to 
either extreme and uncommitted to the 
performance of either set of tasks. 

8) Harley-Davidson FLH 1200. The 
Harley-Davidson finished seventh in the 
ergonomics category and third in sus- 
pension compliance. It was last in every 
other comparative category, and last in 
the hearts of the test crew. Those who 
hold dearthe FLH may find any discussion 
of function irrelevant; know it's a Harley, 
they say, and that is all you need to know. 
Maybe. But function is all we can ration- 
ally and fairly discuss here, and the facts 
are that the FLH, functionally, is deficient. 
It severely lacks cornering clearance; 
its solitary fuse blew every time the auxil- 
iary lights were switched on, which killed 














the engine and the main headlight; oil 
leaks and head gasket leaks spotted the 
engine's exterior and begrimed the right 
saddlebag; the rubber pad on the left 
floorboard came loose; vibration frac- 
tured a chainguard bracket; holding down 
a turn indicator button throughout a turn 
is unsatisfactory; low-speed drive train 
snatch marred the FLH's performance 
around town, and vibration and engine 
noise detracted from the 1200's comfort 
out on the Interstate. By all known yard- 
sticks the Harley-Davidson is not a 
handler, and engine note to the contrary, 
itis painfully slow in terms of acceleration 
and top speed. The disc brakes work 
acceptably, its straight-line ride charac- 
teristics are not without appeal, and it 
offers good range and mileage. 

People who know more about the FLH 
and its riders than we tell us the 1200 
is a non-competitive motorcycle for non- 


Roger Hull did more than come along 
for the ride and make us aware of the 
characteristics of the long-distance 
buff. He supplied us with a copy of Road 
Rider Magazine's 1975 Reader Survey 
based on a random sampling of 11,500 
subscribers. Highlights of the survey: the 
median reader is in the 36 to 40 year old 
grouping; has been a motorcyclist from 
six to ten years; has covered between 
25,000 and 50,000 miles; carries a pas- 
senger 10 to 25% of the time; lists travel- 
ing as his number one hobby, and motor- 
cycle racing as his number 18 sport. By 
brand, 55.796 of Roger's readers ride a 
Honda, 35.796 ride a BMW, 20.196 ride a 
Harley-Davidson, 10.596 ride a Moto 
Guzzi, 10.096 a Suzuki, 5.7% a Kawasaki 
and 1.996 a Norton. While it is apparent 
that not all tourers read Road Rider, all 
Road Rider readers ride—and 81.596 of 
them consider Road/Touring to be the 
primary use of their motorcycle. 


competitive riders; that the bike is not so 
much ridden as driven; that those who 
own Harley-Davidson Big Twins would not 
deign to possess anything else—ipso 
facto, the bike is, if not a technical suc- 
cess, at least a marketing success; and 
that the bike makes up for all its short- 
comings with an added measure of inex- 
plicable, intrinsic charm obvious to the 
faithful. Such charm radiates from the 
bike's sheer size, from its pounding Vee- 
twin pushrod engine, from its absolute 
uniqueness of feel and presentation and 
from its total lack of refinement. No one 
could accuse the 1200 FLH of being ap- 
pliance-like, or impersonal, or non-in- 
volving. It could be argued by the faithful 
that the 74 is more than a motorcycle, 
different than a motorcycle. It could also 
be argued that the FLH, on the basis of 
function, is less than a motorcycle. We 
So argue. e 
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EIGHT FOR THE OPEN ROAD: 


€ No one understands warranties: not 
dealers, not warranty managers, and cer- 
tainly not mere cyclists. It is both possible 
and common to receive a huge amount 
of static from a dealer on a warranty claim 
that is proper and honest. At the same 
time, a first-rate chiseler can get a new 
engine, free, to replace the destroyed 
remains of his own neglect and abuse by 
suing or threatening to sue. And there 
are frequent instances of a factory making 
good on some major component long 
after the stated warranty has expired if 
the machine has been properly and stu- 
diously maintained. 

Some components, such as tires, bat- 
teries, and instruments have shorter war- 
ranty periods than hardware made in the 
motorcycle factory, and they are usually 
replaced at a partial charge based on a 
time or amount of wear factor. 

In general, a warranty is what you make 
it. A dealer is much more likely to be 
liberal in handling a warranty claim if the 
bike was bought from him or the bike's 
owner spends a fair amount of money in 
his shop. But the manufacturer's warranty 
manager has the final word on how much 
a dealer gets rebated for the job, so the 

. dealer has to be careful—or risk eating 
part of his generosity. 

Warranty managers are much more 
concerned with patterns of problems than 
they are with the iron-clad legalese in 
which their charters are written. By and 
large, they are cool and analytical profes- 
sionals who respond much more readily 
to reason than to abuse. 

We will not reprint the warranty state- 
ments as they are written. The following 
is our understanding of the statements 
after calling the factories' representatives 
to ask them what the statements meant: 

BMW: The basic guarantee on all BMWs 
is free parts, labor, and any shipping 
charges for six months or six thousand 
miles, whichever comes first. Light bulbs 
and sparkplugs are the only items ex- 
pressly excluded from warranty. BMW will 
fix a bike at any BMW dealership or at 
the distributorship (one in California, one 
in New Jersey) depending on which will 
be quickest. No adjustment in price on 
the bike will be made fortime lost in repair. 
АП BMW dealers will perform warranty 
repairs as quickly as possible to get an 
owner back on the road, but some non- 
functional and non-safety repairs may 
have to wait until the owner is home. The 
warranty statement has all the usual dis- 
claimers regarding owner negligence in 
periodic service, the use of non-genuine 
parts, and racing. 

Harley-Davidson: For ninety days or 
4000 miles, H-D will repair any road model 
free of charge. Excluded are parts such 
as sparkplugs, points, filters, etc. that are 
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part of the prescribed maintenance re- 
quired before the warranty period is over. 
Preclusions are racing, disconnecting the 
speedometer, and operating the machine 
off-road. Any dealer will perform warranty 
work if the owner is touring or has moved 
more than 75 miles away from the dealer- 
ship where he bought the machine. The 
warranty is voided if any non-H-D parts, 
lubricants, or accessories are used. Я 

Honda: Any failure caused by а defec- 
tive original equipment part will be re- 
paired by any Honda dealer for 6 months 
or 6000 miles, whichever comes first. Any 
bike purchased in the low activity months 
of August through January gets warranty 
extensions on a sliding scale from 1 to 
3 months. Every single part of the bike 
is covered by the warranty and there are 
no pro-rated adjustments on tires or bat- 
teríes. Exclusions from the warranty are 
parts damaged in accidents, failures re- 
sulting from misuse or neglect, the use 
of unsuitable non-standard parts or ac- 
cessories, bikes that have been raced or 
rented, and parts used to perform normal 
maintenance and tune-ups. Honda will 
repair a bike that has been modified if 
the modification has not had a direct 
effect on the failed parts. The warranty 
applies only to the original purchaser of 
the bike. To encourage proper attention 
to warranty problems, American Honda 
Motor Co. pays its dealers their regular 
shop rate for warranty labor and an addi- 
tional 20 percent over cost for the han- 
dling expenses of any parts used. A 
Honda can be taken to any Honda dealer 
for warranty. 

Norton: Most of the parts and assem- 
blies are warranted for 6000 miles or 6 
months, whichever comes first. The bikes 
finish (paint, chrome, decorations, etc.) 
is covered for 30 days. Parts not covered 
are spark plugs, points, clutch plates, 
hand-grips, and light bulbs. The warranty 
is voided if the machine is neglectfully 
abused, raced, rented, or not serviced by 
an authorized dealer at the prescribed 
mileages. Tires and batteries are not 
pro-rated for time or wear. If they fail, they 
are replaced. No monetary adjustments 
are made for time lost, transportation 
charges, or inconvenience 

Kawasaki: The Z-1 warranty is for six 
months with no mileage limitation. Three 
and six month extensions to the warranty 
can be purchased for $35 and $60 re- 
spectively from up to 45 days after the 
bike is bought. Both parts and labor are 
guaranteed by the selling dealer unless 
the owneris travelling or has moved. Then 
Kawasaki will pay any Kawasaki dealer 
to perform warranty work. The warranty 
and extensions are only valid for the orig- 
inal owner. Kawasaki is very plain and 
explicit about what they consider to be 


defects in material and workmanship. 
They will not warranty any valve gear or 
clutches that fail from over-revving or 
continuous full-power shifting. But if 
something breaks or cracks, the resulting 
damage will be repaired. No chains or 
sprockets or finish (paint, chrome) are cov- 
ered and piston troubles are not covered 
if the exhaust system has been modified 
or replaced. Time and parts for normal 
maintenance are not paid for by warranty. 
The owner is obligated by the warranty 
to perform and record the prescribed 
maintenance steps at a qualified dealer 
or service shop. And any hints of mal- 
function must be reported to and in- 
spected by a Kawasaki dealer within 
seven days of being noticed. 
Suzuki: The RE-5 and the GT-750 are sold 
with the standard Suzuki 12-month, 
12,000 mile warranty, covering parts and 
labor. But the handsome twelve-twelve is 
not quite what it seems. For 12 months 
or 12,000 miles the engine and its internal 
parts are protected by warranty—the rest 
of the bike is covered for 6 months or 
4000 miles. And those items that Suzuki 
labels ''normal wear parts” are not cov- 
ered at all: fuses, bulbs, cables, clutch 
plates, rubber parts, brake shoes, etc. 
In addition to the above, which relates 
to both bikes, the RE-5 Rotary engine has 
its own coverage. Because dealers will 
be unable to repair the RE-proper for two 
years, US Suzuki will replace, free of 
charge, a damaged engine for the first 
12 months or 12,000 miles of ownership. 
The replacement engine carries its own 
six-month, 6,000-mile warranty—or the 
remainder of the original warranty, which 
ever is the greater. Once beyond the 
original 12 month-12,000-mile period, 
Suzuki will sell you a new RE-proper for 
$124.00 exchange, and the dealer will 
charge you for five hours of labor to install 
it. The program is expected to last until 
Jan. 1, 1977, at which point some dealers 
are expected to be able to repair the 
RE-proper themselves. 
Moto Guzzi: According to ZDS Motors, the 
West Coast sub-distributor, the 850 has 
a straight 90-day, 4000-mile warranty. 
Nothing save tires (which carry their own 
warranty) is excluded from coverage, 
provided the dealer takes the trouble to 
return the part to his sub-distributor. 
These were the manufacturers policies 
in effect at the time of our test. A federal 
law governing the terms of warranties has 
been written into being as of this printing, 
but the details have not yet been made 
public. This law will have the effect of 
making manufacturers much more infor- 
mative and lenient in matters of guaran- 
tee. We will report the wording and effect 
of this law as the details are available. 
—Jess Thomas 
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As any touring rider will tell you, a dealer-fresh motorcycle is only the begin- 
ning. To help develop it into the touring rider's interpretation of a touring 
motorcycle, we have assembled a collection of useful accessories and add-ons, 
together with where to get them and how much they cost. 


BATES TOTE BOX 

Bates offers a hand polished Fiberglas 
Tote Box which features aero stream de- 
sign and universal mounts to fit virtually 
any luggage rack. Two helmets will fit 
inside. A 2-inch thick backrest pad gives 
passenger support and a special weath- 
erseal protects the contents along with 
a recessed five-pin tumbler lock. Two 
sizes are available: length 19’, height 13” 
and width 15” or king size with 21 x 14 
x 17 inch measurements. Prices begin at 
$79.50. Colors are black, white and many 
colors that match factory motorcycle 
paint. For a complete catalog of Bates 
accessories and leathers, send $2 to 
Bates Industries, Box 2668-CB, Long 
Beach, CA. 90801. 


AMCO RACK 

Each Amco luggage rack is custom fitted 
to the motorcycle it fits so installation is 
clean апа! simple. All hardware is fur- 
nished with the rack. They will fit popular 
Kawasaki, Honda, Yamaha and Suzuki 
road machines. Prices range from 
$30-34. A complete backrest.and suit- 
case system adapts to the rack if desired. 
Quality of material and workmanship are 
first-rate throughout. Details are available 
at Amco, 7425 Fulton Ave., North Holly- 
wood, CA. 91605. 


RIDER RACKS 
Rider Racks, built to fit most touring ma- 
chines, are one of the most versatile 
soft-pack luggage carriers. A chrome 
plated carbon steel rack mounts the pack 
on the bike. Four compartments allow you 
to separate various items of clothing and 
gear. A pair of back straps enables you 
to carry the whole pack on your back and 
a built in tote strap lets you carry the pack 
like a suitcase. Polyvinyl coated nylon, a 
tough acid-gasoline-oil-proof material, 
makes up the pack. Cost is $49.50. You 
can get one at your dealer or from Whitco, 
Box 1209, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80901. 


BLUE MAX FAIRING 
A brand new Vetter fairing for BMW mod- 
els adds elite elegance to the traditional 
king tourer. Designed to specifically 
match and enhance BMW lines and strip- 
ing, the Blue Max Windjammer also ac- 
cepts the stock BMW Slash 6 headlight 
series with no modification. Like all Wind- 
jammers, the Blue Max comes with snap 
vents, class A side lamps, storage com- 
partments with tonneau covers and full- 
height windshield. The Blue Max comes 
with custom BMW white striping and lower 
portions, also striped. A special custom 
fender shown in the photo is also avail- 


able. Fairing cost is $345. Write Vetter 
Fairing Co., Box 927, Rantoul, IIl. 61866. 


HARLEY CLOTHES 
Clothes for touring are available by the 
ton from Harley-Davidson. Their giant 
accessory catalog lists garments from 
leather to T-shirts. At left in the photo is 
the Town Coat, a black leather % length 
coat with four pockets and a center belt. 
$87.50. Vests for men and women 
(center) come with two pockets, a nylon 
lining and zipper front. $36.95. Full black 
riding leathers are the perfect touring 
outfit because they are warm, protective 
and don’t need to be washed. This set 
has a snap collar, nylon lining and costs 
$65. Complete details are in the H-D cat- 
alog. Write 3700 W. Juneau Ave., Mil- 


waukee, Wisc. 53201. 
CYCLE 








No longer will you have to carry a copy 
of Cycle when riding far from the comforts 
of civilization. Now you can have genuine 
GI issue tissue, 100 sheets of it, in a 
sanitary paper envelope only 3" x 5%” 
x 4" in size. Good ol’ Dick Cepek picked 
up a peck of these packs, surplus, and 
will pass them on for the measly sum of 
15¢ each. Order them from Dick Cepek, 
Inc., 9201 California Ave., South Gate, 
СА. 90280. 





Parting sorrows may never take place if 
you outfit your bike with the Maxim 75 
Lock. At 7 feet, its as longas a good 
rattlesnake, апа а lot tougher. Inside the 
black PVC coating there’s a %-inch woven 
steel cable. The locking body, 1%-inches 
in diameter, is high carbon steel and fin- 
ished in black chrome. Folded into a dou- 
ble loop, the cable can be carried in its 
optional ($9.95) bag. Built by Maxim Lock 
Company (4308 North Western Avenue, 
Chicago, lll. 60618), the cable lock costs 
$49.95. 


One of the most popular accessories for 
Honda Fours is a battery of small individ- 
ual air filters to replace the large, ungainly 
airbox that comes stock. Uni Filter offers 
these polyurethane air cleaners held in 
place by plastasol synthetic rubber 
formed for a positive seal on the carbure- 
tor manifold. It is recommended that they 
be treated with Uni Filter spray or liquid 
Filter Fix, which is fireproof. Cost is 
$19.95. The foam is also available in 
charcoal gray with- chrome caps for 
$24.95. Uni Filter, 13522 Newhope St., 
Garden Grove, CA. 92643. 
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This thing might look like a gimmick, but 
itreally works. Astandard motorcycle seat 
suddenly becomes super soft and comfy. 
Less vibration reaches the rider. The 
cushion responds to every change in the 
rider’s seating position. The design con- 
sists of two water pouches inside a vinyl 
covering. Each pouch has a separate 
valve so the amount of water inside can 
be regulated. Plastic foam inside the bag 
acts as a damper so there are no waves 
inside the pouches. $24.95 buys tough 
20 mil vinyl and a 6-month guarantee. 
Specify your brand and model of bike to 
JML Products, Вох 3708-A, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 53217. 


For а complete waterproof suit, combine 
All Out'S No. 9223-4 jacket with No: 
9102-3 pants at $19.50 and $13.50 re- 
spectively. Both pieces are fashioned 
from Super Slicker urethane coated nylon 
with Tri-rolled seams for absolute water 
tightness. The pants have ful! elastic waist 
and cuffs. Colors are Lobster, Silver, 
Navy, Yellow, Burgundy, Brown and Gold. 
Sizes XS, S, M, L, XL. For an All Out 
catalog which shows numerous other bits 
of touring garb, write Midwest Outerwear, 
Inc., 603 N. Moore Rd., Port Washington, 
Wisc. 53074. 

































Seven Times Forty; If the time comes for 
you to go touring on your Z-1, Camber 
Company’s brand new seven-gallon ac- 
cessory tank would be nice to have along. 
Standard Z-1s run dry after 150-165 
miles; Camber’s tank should be good for 
close to 240. It'S made out of hand- 
laminated fiberglass and is lined with a 
fuel-resistant liner. Available in either 
black or white from Camber Co., 741 
Ohms Way, Costa Mesa, Ca. 92627 or 
telephone (714) 642-5856. 





S &W shock springs are made in America 
out of quality wire, then shot peened for 
lasting strength. If your springs are 
sacked, or you wish to replace them with 
springs of a different weight, ask your 
dealer to order S & Ws from Webco. For 
a complete brochure on S & W shocks 
and springs which tells you how to deter- 
mine what weight spring to order for your 
bike, write S & W Engineered Products, 
12268 Woodruff Ave., Downey, CA. 
90241. 
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FOR THE OPEN ROAD 


Harley's new Liberator fairing will prac- 
tically windproof your body and give your 
74 a prestigious mantle—$394 should jerk 
a lot of heads on the big I. -A large dash 
panel will accommodate various acces- 
sories and instruments and two large 
storage compartments are protected by 
Tonneau covers. Available in either black 
or white, the Liberator fairing is manufac- 
tured exclusively for Harley-Davidson by 
Vetter Fairing Co. 


























Only a pair of boxing gloves could keep 
you warmer. These Harley-Davidson mit- 
tens are fur lined and windproof sewn and 
covered with a tough cloth leather that 
keeps everything out. Are warm hands 
worth $19.95? Ask someone with cold 
ones. Break-in takes a long time, but it’s 
worth it. See your Harley dealer for a 
perfect fit. 





Racecrafters International offers a classy 
chrome and teakwood rack for $49.95 or 
the same rack with Sure-Grip strips in 
place of the teak for $10 less. It fits most 
BMWs, Suzukis, Kawasakis and Hondas. 
Easy installation uses existing hardware. 
A large 12 x 14-inch size provides plenty 
of storage space. For exact details or mail 
order purchase contact Racecrafters In- 
ternational, 7932 W. Sunset Blvd., Holly- 
wood, CA. 90046 


MOTORCYCLE COVER 
You can extend the life of the chrome, 
paint and rubber surfaces of your motor- 
cycle by isolating it as much as possible 
from the elements. If you live in an apart- 
ment, or parkin а car port, the Ga-Zee-Bo 
motorcycle cover will reduce oxidation 
and corrosion considerably. Each cover 
is aluminized on the inside so you can 
install it over hot exhaust pipes. They are 
waterproof, and custom fit to each bike, 
so they automatically accommodate two 
mirrors and a set of saddlebags. Each 
nylon cover folds compactly for storage 
or transport in a convenient pouch. Stan- 
dard covers cost $27.95, custom ones for 
your own bike $34.95. For the name of 
your closest dealer contact Tex-AIl Co., 
6006 N. State Rd., Davidson, Mich. 48423. 


Top Gear’s Gran Prix leathers for теп 
and women are designed for wearing on 
or off your bike. The jacket has a snap-up 
front, shoulder epaulets, sleeves with zip- 
pered closings and flapped pockets. The 
jacket is lined with quilted nylon and fea- 
tures an inside pocket with a snap closing. 
Sizes аге 36 to 48 for теп and 6 to 20 
for women in Antique Brown or Wine. 
Flare cut pants, fully nylon-lined, have 
pockets and non-slip waistbands. Sizes 
are 28 to 44 for men and 6 to 20 for 
women. In addition to Antique Brown апа 
Wine, Black is also available. Both from 
Top Gear Accessories, Inc., 2765 E. Hun- 
tington Dr., Duarte, CA. 91010. 
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Range Extender: More gasoline, to the 
touring rider, is always better than less. 
Attach it to the bikes that it is designed 
for (Honda 500, 550 and 750; Kawasaki 
903 Z-1) and you can add about 100 miles 
to your normal cruising range with Jac- 
wal’s new Sport Saddle. The seat/tail 
section combo holds two gallons of fuel, 
can carry two-up, fits to standard seat 
hinges and comes with all attachments 
to hook up with your existing fuel lines. 
Costs $95.95. Write Jacwal Corp., 6337 
Manchester Blvd., Buena Park, CA. 
90602. 








Conservative Footpads: Blessedly absent 
from these stylish street boots are those 
multi-colored stripes and logos which use 
your feet as neon billboards. Side zippers 
make for easy entry/exit. These top-grade 
leather boots (black or brown) have ñon- 
scuffing leather heel overlays, insole arch 
supports (for the over-30 set), and padded 
fronts which cushion your shins from such 
things as BMW carb intakes. Folks from 
size 6 to 13 should see their local U.S. 
Grand Prix dealer, and bring along 
$34.95. For info write U.S. Grand Prix, 
Genesco Park, Nashville, Tenn. 37202. 


“28067-0 DAA ЕУ اا‎ 


Shoei-Boxes: Two new fiberglass saddle 
bags, manufactured by Shoei, are cur- 
rently being marketed through Hap Jones 
Distributing Company. The Model 0800 
(top) is designed to fit all bikes except 
BMWs, comes with universal mounting 
hardware and features protective 
chrome-plated tubing. Especially manu- 
factured for Hondas and Yamahas are 
models 08001 and 08002 respec- 
tively—each of these is flock-lined and 
can carry a full coverage helmet. The 
0800 goes for $95; the 08001 and 08002, 
$135. Have your dealer write to Hap Jones 
at Box 3068, San Francisco, CA. 94119. 
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Motorcycle engines are cooled equally by 
air and oil inside the crankcase. An exter- 
nal oil cooler will reduce the temperature 
of oil considerably before it goes back 
into the engine, thus contributing to 
cooler overall operation. Touring bikes 
running at sustained high speeds in sum- 
mer weather, often with a heavy load, will 
build up high temperatures that an oil 
cooler can help control. Lockhart makes 
kits for all Honda Fours, Kawasakis, Brit- 
ish bikes and Harleys. They come in 
chrome or baked enamel. This model, 
YA-700, is new and fits a Yamaha 650 
twin. Cost is $66. For complete info write 
Lockhart Industries Inc., 15707 Texaco 
Ave., Paramount, CA. 90723. 


Brand new from Suzuki is a touring pack- 
age for the RE-5. It includes a fairing 
($299), saddlebegs ($111), luggage rack 
($26) and travel trunk ($83). The frame- 
mounted fairing has a fiberglass outer 
shell with an inner liner of ABS material. 
Weighing 60 pounds, the package adds 
more than 4 cubic feet of storage area. 
As equipped in this photo, the bike pic- 
tured will cost right at $3000 before taxes. 
Pricy, but nice. Suzuki will be featuring 
similar kits for some of their other road 
bikes before long. U.S. Suzuki, 13767 
Freeway Drive, Santa Fe Springs, CA. 
90670. 


Tired of cars kicking rocks in your face? 
Get yourself a Bell Star helmet, and cover 
the hole in front with this ‘‘Hydron Super 
Shield” from Top Gear. It will stop just 
about anything but arrows and bullets. 
The shield is made of an extremely tough 
plastic called Lexan, and is coated with 
Hydron—which, it is said, “absorbs mois- 
ture and mist,” and “helps eliminate fog- 
ging problems.” You should find the 
shield where Top Gear accessories are 
şold, or contact Тор Gear Accessories, 
Box 275, Duarte, CA. 91010. 


Convenience and effectiveness are both 
found in Petrochem Chain Life. A spray 
can with a long plastic nozzle makes 
application easy and foaming action pro- 
vides effective penetration of the lubricant 
to the critical pin-bushing/roller-bushing 
areas. If you apply Chain Life after a ride 
when the chain is hot, its carrier solvents 
will evaporate almost completely by the 
next morning and the lubricant will be- 
come tacky. Thus a minimum of oil will 
fling off when riding. Available in pocket- 
size 4-ounce cans ($1.50) and 16-ounce 
cans ($3) from your dealer. 





Some people buy Hooker 
systems for their great looks. 
That's a mistake. They should 
buy imita- 

tions that 

look like 

Hooker but 

cost less. The 

only reason 

you should 

choose а 

Hooker 

system is 

регїогтапсе 


-. . the most useable performance 
possible. 


The performance can't be 


copied. It 
takes expert 
engineers to 
design high 
регїогтапсе 
exhaust 
systems and 
Hooker has 
the best in 
the business 
and has had 
for years. 


ie (ical 


Hooker's 

winning 

streak has 

lasted over 

a decade. 

‘Cause 

НооКег 

makes horse- ШШ ШШШ 
power... more horsepower 
{һап any other system. 


Send Hooker $1.25 and they'll send you information on all 
their products including automotive headers, auxiliary gas 
tanks, air filters and the super fiberglass spoilers & fender 
flares for vans and mini pickups. Write Hooker at 1032 West 
Brooks Street, Ontario, California 91762. 

CIRCLE NO. 51 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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SHELTER Continued from page 54 


version of protection. We noticed a rela- 
tively strong updraft that probably results 
from the upswept shape of the fairing. 
This tends to be blocked by the lower 
sections on some other units. Some of 
the air passing over the windscreen, in 
this case the shortest one offered, 
reaches your helmet but not your face. 

The Calafie showed good penetration 
at freeway speed or top end and no hint 
of wobble or reaction to sidedrafts. The 
basic design is stronger to some degree 
in the area of performance than protec- 
tion, which is adequate but rudimentary 
rather than complete. Looks add to the 
assets of the Calafia, which is available 
in black and white at a price of $78.50, 
or color-matched to current motorcycle 
models over 500cc for $113. 


Pacifico Inc. 
PO Box 348 
Gresham, Ore 
503 665-5254 


The Pacifico System 2000 fairing came 
in white, sporting a red and blue logo 
decal and a good, hard, shiny finish. The 
presentation of its products and backup 
material makes Pacifico noteworthy for 
thoroughness and quality. 

The fairing has a built-in turnsignal sys- 
tem and wiring harness, a luxury usually 
reserved for the frame-mounts. It is man- 
ufactured similarly to the Vetter Wind- 
jammer, with an inner fiberglass shell 
bonded to the outer acrylic form, produc- 
ing a strong unit with a surface resistant 
to chipping and scratching. Two heights 
of windscreen are offered. 

The Pacifico System 2000 has a unique 
bowl-like shape and sits slightly taller on 
the handlebars than usual, particularly at 
the top front area. The interior is finished 
in a semi-abrasive black material that can 
scrape you if you rub it carelessly. 

Instructions and Installation: Instruc- 
tions include two photos and five detail 
diagrams, making a complete and clear 
set. Headlamp is removed and the turn- 
signal wiring and ground wires con- 
nected, then you snap in two bulbs and 
the plastic orange covers. Installing the 
entire fairing takes an hour and a half. 

Part of the instruction includes care, 
cleaning, painting and repair information, 
and the unit is mounted in the same man- 
ner as Bates and Calafia. 

Protection and Performance: The Paci- 
fico showed some noticeable differences 
in protection from the units tested prior. 
It rained lightly during the first day's run 
and the Pacifico gave a good indication 
of how helpful even a handlebar mount 
can be; much of the rain and spray from 
traffic was collected by the fairing and 
windscreen and one look showed what 
you were missing. 

The wraparound bowl shape protected 
the hands, head and upper body well. 
There was dead air across much of the 
interior while airflow over the windscreen 
passed over the helmet. But what is nor- 
mally an updraft on more conventionally- 





shaped fairings isn't really neutralized by 
the Pacifico. The air passing underneath 
the unit's lower areas converges just 
about at the rider's navel. The upper por- 
tion of the fairing flexes at speed from 
the pressure on the tall windscreen but 
this doesn't cause any problems. The 
fairing is steady otherwise and showed 
no tendency to vibrate or shake at over 
90 mph. Penetration is about average. 

The quality of finish and manufacture 
is above average, and performance is 
good with strong penetration. With even 
better protection, it would be the equal 
of any handlebar fairing available and the 
unit is already a good basic product. The 
System 2000 comes in black and white 
at a total of $96. 


Triple A Accessories 

340 E. Alondra Blvd. 

Gardena, CA 90248 
213 321-8531 


The Triple-A Roadstar fairing came in 
the optional white leatherette finish, a little 
change of pace from the normal shiny 
surface, available in white or black, with 
a configuration that seemed somewhat 
standard (if there is such a thing). The 
leatherette is in a mold pattern that simu- 
lates a leathery surface, but isn't likely 
to fool anyone at close range. 

Made of chopped fiberglass of consis- 
tent thickness, the Roadstar has a clean 
overall finish. Interior is typically black 
and fuzzy. 

Instructions and Installation: It takes 
one and three quarter hours to install the 
Roadstar with the usual brackets to the 
pinch bolts and an additional lower 
bracket on each side that bolts into the 
headlamp shell. New bolts are supplied 
and the fairing brackets are bonded into 
the fairing shell rather than attached later. 

Triple-A supplies extra wiring, grounds, 
and the stock turnsignals are remounted 
into pre-drilled holes. Instructions are 
adequate but some details in the four 
drawings are vague—so we installed the 
right and left brackets wrong-side-to the 
first time. 

The windscreen is secured to the fairing 
by a strip of chromed metal with little 
mounting bolts cast into it. It cleans up 
the front side but caused us a minor 
problem. These little bolts are small and 
short; they don't extend far enough 
beyond the inner surface and make it 
really hard to get the tiny washers on—so 
we skipped them and just used the acorn 
nuts. We overtightened one nut and broke 
the bolt away from the metal strip. So 
although the screen is pre-curved, it still 
exerts pressure against the fairing, and 
heftier hardware wouldn't hurt. 

The Triple-A fit well to the headlamp 
but you've got to move the handlebars 
back so that the brake fluid reservoir 
clears the fairing. The shape of the unit 
is wide and wing-like with good lower 
extensions. 

Protection and Performance: The Tri- 
ple-A indicated that there are some inter- 
esting and subtle variations in wind pro- 
tection resulting from slight changes in 
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design. The fairing offers good general 
protection, and moving air is channeled 
over the hands around the rider's torso 
and below the knees. Air within the fairing 
is quiet with no direct drafts. At a healthy 
speed there is a minor air spill into the 
lower torso area. 

The windscreen tops off at about eye- 
level and it sweeps back closer to the 
rider's head than most other models. We 
found that sometimes we were looking 
over it, other times through it. The top 
edge, bobbing up and down at this height, 
is annoying. 

At 90 mph the fairing is steady and so 
is the bike. Despite a comparatively low 
mounting position in relation to the rider's 
body, the protection is effective although 
some air passing over the screen might 
reach taller riders. 

Penetration falls into the average range, 
neither a drawback or a real strongpoint, 
although this is a quality that's hard to 
judge without some kind of exhaustive 
objective measurement. 

The Roadstar is a good overall combi- 
nation of features with the added attrac- 
tion of a unique finish, particularly if the 
windscreen suits the individual. The kit 
and instructions are complete and the unit 
is effective. Suggested retail price is 
$99.90. 


Casler Performance Products 
1031 West Brooks Street 
Ontario, CA 91762 
714 986-4537 


The Casler fairing came in white and 
its shape has an upper section with a 
noticeable flare sweeping back towards 
the rider. The fairing is made of chopped 
fiberglass and has a clean finish. The 
interior has the black fuzzy material and 
the windscreen is among the tallest we 
saw in testing. 

On one occasion, as we pushed the 
Honda through a U-turn late in the day, 
we dropped it, and the fairing edge hit 
the pavement but showed no damage. 

Casler expressed real concern for 
quality control on their units and checks 
for consistent weight, thickness and cur- 
ing of the fairings. 

Instructions and Installation: Casler 
furnished one of the best sets of instruc- 
tions we saw for handlebar mounts, which 
included a separate sheet of info on care, 
cleaning, painting and such. 

Installation is typical of the species, 
made clear by four detailed drawings and 
good step-by-step instructions. Turnsig- 
nals are remounted through the fairing 
with rubber grommets supplied for a good 
fit. Casler also uses an adhesive cushion- 
ing strip under the windscreen and 
a grommet between lower mounting 
bracket and fairing. 

Windscreen mounting bolts were easy 
to handle, being longer than most, and 
the fit of the fairing to headlight and gen- 
eral alignment was among the best. The 
upper section requires that handlebars be 
repositioned .and rear-view mirrors be 
readjusted to clear the unit. Tops of the 
instrument cans are almost cut off from 
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view by the top edge of the fairing, but 
it’s not a major problem. 

Protection and Performance: The 
Casler can give any handlebar mount a 
run for the money in its blend of protection 
and wind penetration. It showed better 
ability to plow through the airmass than 
most other handlebar units tested, and 
at 90 it was as steady as the best. It got 
up to speed easily and the tall windscreen 
did a flawless job of pushing the air over 
your helmet. The rider looks through, not 
over, the plexi. 

The flaring edges protect the hands well 
and the inevitable updraft within the fair- 
ing’s interior is as minor as any other 
handlebar unit. 

It's hard to find a fault with Casler's 
approach—they've chosen a really effec- 
tive combination of protection and per- 
formance and backed it up with thorough 
presentation. It makes the fairing desir- 
able and competitive at a suggested retail 
price of $95, in black and white. 


Crown Fabricators 
1317 Pierce Butler Route 
St. Paul, Minn. 55104 


The Crown Slipstreamer has a unique 
approach to the fairing game—a totally 
transparent handlebar-mount fairing 
made of clear, acrylic plastic. It's ap- 
proved for highway use in 50 states and 
there are both tinted and clear models. 

The hardware is triple chrome-plated 
stainless steel. 

Simplicity is always appealing, and 
breaking out the brackets and one-piece 
fairing gives you the idea it's an easy-on 
number, which proves to be the case. The 
fairing looks more like an extended wind- 
shield than anything else, and is basically 
very flat in profile, with cutouts to fit 
around the instrument cans and behind 
the front forks. 

Our test fairing was a smokey brown 
tint with pre-drilled holes and inset grom- 
mets for the upper mounting rods. There 
are two lower brackets as well, a couple 
of nuts and bolts and that’s it. 

Instructions and Installation: The in- 
structions are clear and include one ex- 
ploded drawing which shows the works. 
The only problem area concerned the 
new, larger Honda turnsignals. The Slip- 
streamer mounts by swapping the head- 
lamp mounting bolts, plus a ground wire, 
to the turnsignal holes, while turnsignals 
are moved up into the vacated bracket 
hole and headlamp nacelle. This gets the 
turnsignals out in front of the fairing and 
allows the lower brackets to be attached 
to the turnsignal stalks. We would have 
had to drill to enlarge the aperture in both 
the headlamp bracket and nacelle, but 
since we had a test bike we just left the 
signals off. 

Overall installation time amounted to 35 
minutes, with upper support rods screwed 
into the handlebar lock holes. These rods 
provide support fairly high on the screen, 
which seemed good, but the lack of a 
lower area made us wonder what kind of 
protection we'd get. 

(Continued on page 86) 
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Pewter Buckles (with solid brass hooks to insure 
maximum durability and guaranteed not to break 
off) Curved to fit the contour of your waist. 


Any Pewter Buckle *390, 


Specify Either Antique Solid Pewter (Silver) 
or Antique Brass Finish (Gold). 

Genuine leather belts (black or brown) $4. 50 
134" width, oil tanned & waxed (sizes 26-46) 
Add 50€ for postage & handling for each 

item ordered. 
Catalog of over 100 stvies—75¢ 
ALL BUCKLES FIT ANY 1%” to 2" BELT 
Send To: Alliance American Antique Corp. 


P.O. Box 713, Dept.MC-I Midtown Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 
— — — — Money Back Guarantee — — — — 
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Мате o or GE ront Jnd иды 
| Address Е БЕ ОЕ ЕЛУ СРО E | 
| guy State c 7i pres 
Г] Master Charge [] Diners (American Exp. 
Interbank * Cardi сз сисе ! 
| Signature Exp. Date 281 

















Protection and Performance: The whole 
feel of the Slipstreamer fairing on the bike 
is one of lightness, since it gives unob- 
structed vision all around the front end. 

The Slipstreamer does an adequate job 
of protection, blocking any drafts from the 
mid-body, hands and face. The cutout 
around the instruments doesn't leak and 
the updraft, working in under the lower 
sides, is about normal at legal speeds. 

At 70 mph on up, due to lack of much 
lower area, there's a noticeable draft 
flowing into your midsection. It's not a big 
problem with a good jacket in moderate 
weather, but in really cold temperatures 
it could be. Another improvable area was 
windscreen height, and we found that we 
looked over it at times and through it at 
times, as was the case with several other 
fairings. Some spill passes over the 
screen and reaches your helmet top too, 
but not a great amount. 

The flatter configuration of the screen 
showed a slight reaction to gusts but not 
a basic instability. The higher support of 
mounting rods make the Slipstreamer very 
steady at 90 mph, while penetration was 
about average. 

One of our test days happened to be 
a crisp, clear, windy beauty, and the 
completely transparent screen seemed 
appropriate, offering visibility, or maybe 
something more like invisibility—a unique 
look and feel that are the most attractive 
aspect of this fairing. Suggested retail 
price is $59.95 for the clear, and $64.95 
for tinted. 
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Tridair Kimstock 
2200 S. Yale Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
213 680-0470 


The Tridair New Model fairing provided 
for the test is a new unit for 1975. It differs 
in shape and details from the other han- 
dlebar-mount offered by Tridair, which is 
also currently available. 

The New Model unit was off-white. It 
is a single-piece laminated fiberglass fair- 
ing that is noticeably light in weight. It 
has a pronounced wing-like shape similar 
to the Calafia, but more extreme. The 
fairing has a row of parallel vertical 
notches at each top side of the fairing 
which Tridair calls spoilers. 

We felt that the fairing was relatively 
thin and the interior, sprayed with black 
paint over the surface rather than fin- 
ished, led to an impression of cheapness 
rather than concern for finish. 

Instructions and Installation: The 
mounting procedure is the familiar one, 
with the two bolts which attach upper 
brackets to the fairing unusually heavy 
for use with a light unit. They use a double 
lock nut which is curious to torque down. 
Meanwhile, the bolt that attaches the 
bracket to the fairing at the lower front 
end is skimpy in comparison. Tridair 
doesn't use a protective washer down 
there, and we started to crack the fiber- 
glass by inadvertently overtightening. 

The windscreen installation is unique; 
you clip a screw receiver to pre-molded 
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* New design streamlined shape 


* Tough durable high gloss acrylic 


ridges on the inner top edge ofthe fairing 
at pre-drilled holes. You then attach the 
windscreen by the four bolts that screw 
into the receivers. This method might 
seem inadequate but the screen itself is 
relatively short. The result is not the neat- 
est solution from the interior side. 

Protection and Performance: Tridair 
wind-tunnel tests their fairings, but some 
long distance touring might have added 
a new perspective. As a light and aerody- 
namically effective unit, it is competitive, 
but the New Model offers a rider only 
minimal protection. It does block direct 
draft on face, head and hands. But the 
wing design allows a strong updraft and 
sidedrafts to converge around your torso. 

Normally you look over the windscreen, 
and its contour routes air up and over 
the helmet. If you're over six feet tall you'd 
probably catch some spillover. 

The top centerarea ofthe fairing, where 
the windscreen attaches, shakes some in 
the wind on the road. It doesn't amount 
to a problem and probably results from 
lighter-weight fiberglass. There is no real 
vibration and no hint of producing a wob- 
ble at 85 mph. Penetration is average and 
light weight makes the Tridair a negligible 
factor in front-end handling. 

Overall protection from the Tridair 
wouldn't be considered for extensive 
touring or ideal for someone who com- 
mutes daily and might be caught in bad 
weather. It seems geared for the rider who 
wants basic protection and a lighter, less 

(Continued on page 88) 


exterior over tough bonded fiberglass. 


ж DOT and CHP approved 
turn signal and running lights / 


Sugg. Retail $99.50 


LIBERATOR 
MODEL 

FAIRING SYSTEM 
CRUISER 
MODEL 


* Available in high 


ii; gloss black and Pa. = х 


white. 


ORDERS 
INVITED 





Ж Тор quality fiberglass reinforced 
polyester resin. 
* Reduces weight, lowers center of 
gravity. XHigh gloss black or white. 
Sugg. Retail $129.50 
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PACIFICO INCORPORATED 
P.O. BOX 348, DEPT. D14 
GRESHAM, OREGON 97030 


| PH: (503) 665-5254 
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More and more advertisers 
are discovering it every month 
—their very own ‘‘super’”’ 


market —the response pro- 
ducing classified pages of 
CYCLE magazine! 


No matter what you want to 
sell in the motorcycle prod- 
ucts field, you'll get results by 
using CYCLE's classified 
pages. 


CYCLE's more than 441,000 
readers are superactive . . . 
super-involved with cycling 

. and more knowledgeable, 
too! And when it comes to 
their special interest, they're 
ready to move . . . ready to 
respond fast to the products 
and services they see adver- 
tised in their favorite maga- 
zine. Put that super appeal to 
work for уои... in the pages 
of CYCLE classified. You'll 
find complete rate informa- 
tion in the classified section 
of this issue. 


Lycle MAIL HOUSE 


EE EN БЕ @ ЕЕ БЕ ШШ ШШ VALUABLE COUPON E EH E E E EEE 


Ha self teaching BELT & - 
INI-COURSE. B 


The Belt & Wallet Mini-Course includes 
everything you need to make the projects 
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*Prices subiect to тат аена notice 
GOOD ONLY AT TANDY 
LEATHER COMPANY WCYN 
COUPON CONDITIONS Name 
Mail or take this coupon to Tandy 
Leather Co., locations in most 
cities nationwide. When ordering 
by mail be sure to enclose local Address 
tax plus 95c for shipping. Limit 
one coupon per person. Not re- 
deemable for cash and may not be 
used toward tax or postage. Cou- City —— ———————————- State ____________ZIp 
pon. must be presented at (ime.of "On уош тау order this offer direct from 


purchase. Cannot be used in com- Tandy Leather Co., Dept. WCYN, 1001 FREE C B 
inati i atalo 
bination with any other Tandy Foch st Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 О sena 3 
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REBUILDABLE HELMET 





Now available direct to you. The only 
helmet that custom adjusts to your needs 
and is rebuildable.-if you ‘re left handed, 
just swap chin«Straps. If yoü get a hair cut 


and your/helmet. doesn't fit, just 'adjust the LANGHORNE M-X AND/ SIX DAY BOOTS 








sizing band: Mud and'water aren't.a ‘problem. 
Take /the ‘insides out ‘for “quick, drying, 
washing. ог complete emnt Break a 
chin strap, just replace Me \ 
The ARAI “Customizer”. fas a. “full fiber- 
glass shell апа Styrofoam. tiner. Exceeds 
290.1 .and; Snell-70” standards. In white, 
pearl silver, “international. orange: ‘or gloss 
black. Specify "head. SELA А fy 
RD-6 “REPLACEMENT KITS) 

Replacement Foam Pads Set 


(All Interior Foam Pads) A $1.98 


Replacement Upholstery Set 


Featuring red, White and blüe racing stripes 
down front; complete shin and ankle pad- 
ding for great protection; elasticized top 
for snug fit, seven roller’ buckles, metal heel 
and /їое сар for long: wear, - heavy \ duty 
sticking, made of thé highest quality genuine 
cowhide leather, and a full; 17° thigh) for 
total lower leg: protection: The’ Moto-X boot 
has a super smooth sole/heel Ф tal friction 
freesl iding on апу: track surface. C 


for that. traction ЖОК i 
Both boots аге gas and oil: 


(Headbands,'Fodm Pads & Jersey, Gévers) $6.98 
Ог, if you prefer, write direct to Complete Interior & Straps Set $9.98 
HAL CYMES 


Classified Advertising Manager 


CYCLE 


ONE PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 


OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 


[Price | Tota | 
БИЗЕ) ara 
020) KE KER 


Add $2.00 Postage and Handling. New York residents add 7% sales tax. 





“D” width, sizes 7. thru. A2 т 
“Six-Day Boot : 
Moto-X-Boot 


MAIL ORDER-OR COME:OVER 
Use this coupon to mail order direct any of the 


. quality products featured above. Send your check 


or money order to our national mail order ware- 

house in N.Y. or if you're nearby, come on over. 

Outrider, New York 

606 W. 57th St., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10019 

Outrider, Los Angeles 

10545 W. Pico Bivd., L.A., Calif. 90064 

Outrider, Miami 

85 N.E. 167th St., N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 

Free 80 page mail catalog with any purchase. 
Check M/O 
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TOUTE Ӯ 


THE TORQUPINE IS A REVOLUTIONARY 
NEW CONCEPT IN CYLINDER HEADS. IT 
FEATURES A UNIQUE COMBUSTION 
CHAMBER DESIGN WHICH IS VASTL Y 
SUPERIOR TO ANY CYLINDER HEAD 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. 


BETTER SPARK -PLUG LIFE: 
New design shields plug from oily 
fuel globules. Heat—range becomes 
far less critical! 


TEMPERATURE REDUCTION: 
Shorter flame travel, four flame fronts 
instead of one, virtually eliminates 
hot—spots and harmful detonation! 


MORE HORSEPOWER: 
mproved combustion produces more 
usable horsepower and torque! 


CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR KS-125 KAWASAKI 
AND CR-125 HONDA. OTHERS AVAILABLE SOON! 


TO ORDER YOUR ''TORQUPINE'', WRITE OR CALL US AT: 
B. T. M. (713) 668-9066 
5704 BELLAIRE BLVD. HOUSTON, TEXAS 77036 


RACKS « BACK RESTS 


Designed specifically for 
HONDA 

BMW 

MOTO GUZZI 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI 
NORTON 


Racks 

feature full- 
frame mounting 
(no fender or 


license plate attach- > 
ments); Aircraft Alumi- EN 
num construction; Heli-arc N 


welding (not seen); Light- e 

weight (4 Ibs.); Triple-coated 1 

with protective coating; Will NOT 

rust...just wash to clean. Comes with Teak- 
wood inserts (shown) or sure-grip surface. 
BACK RESTS (high or low profile) complete 
your custom installation. Send $1.00 for 
Catalog. 


729 W. Anaheim 
Street 

Long Beach, 
Calif. 90813 
213/435-7929 


ВАСЕ 
laeto ога 





massive front end. Built-in turnsignals, 
part of the New Model appeal, and the 
overall presentation are good and the 
fairing sells for a retail price of $98. The 
colors are white, off-white and black. 


Wixom Brothers 
1637 E. Burnett Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90806 
213 426-0485 


The Wixom Ranger has been around 
a long time and there's a good reason 
why. The Ranger combines top-quality 
materials and manufacturing techniques 
with superior performance. Wixom fair- 
ings are hand-laid fiberglass with vibra- 
tion-resistant resins, and a consistently 
fine finish. The test unit was black with 
gold striping and an interior of neat, fuzzy 
material. The unit is relatively tall on the 
motorcycle frame and the design has 
been imitated often. 

Honda turnsignals are remounted into 
pre-cut holes with foam grommets, and 
the headlight aperture has its own rubber 
grommet. The shape is characterized by 
the curving, flared ends. 

Instructions and Installation: The 
Ranger mounted in an hour and five min- 
utes with a typical Honda setup. A sepa- 
rate set of brackets for turnsignal hook-up 
is supplied, which attach to the stock side 
reflectors. They are removed from the 
bike and attached to the fairing side exte- 
rior. Fit and alignment were just right and 
the windscreen mounts with washers, 
lockwashers and acorn nuts. 

Instructions are clear, and include two 
diagrams and how-to steps. The brackets 
are labeled for quick identification. 

Protection and Performance: The 
Ranger offers good protection for a han- 
dlebar mount with a normal amount of 
updraft present within the fairing, but no 
direct drafts or turbulence reaching the 
rider. Lower drafts hit the legs below the 
knees, good design for a handlebar unit. 
The windscreen routes air over the helmet 
well and naturally face, torso and hands 
are well protected. 

Penetration and stability at speed has 
always been a mark of Wixom products 
and the Ranger has superior penetration; 
we pushed the Honda to 90 mph quickly 
on a breezy day and there is no wobble, 
vibration or shake. 

The combination of performance and 
protection, when backed up by a consis- 
tently superior finish, from overall surface 
to small detail, make the Ranger probably 
the best handlebar-mount tested. It’s 
available in black, white and custom col- 
ors for $74.50. 

Conclusion: Within the inherent limita- 
tions of handlebar mount fairing design 
most of the units tested showed at least 
an acceptable performance at speed, 
including stability and steadiness. Some 
had superior penetration while others 
opted for protection as top priority. Those 
that combined the two and added a good 
finish to the concept provided a highly 
acceptable solution for touring. 

The handlebar mount offers a basic 





Eliminate Glare 


Without the hindrance of polarized 
sunglasses under your helmet. Now 
you can polarize your visor with this 
easy to use kit. The kit includes a 
yellow, blue, or grey polarizing sheet, 
instructions, and special fasteners 
which allow quick removal of the 
sheet from your visor. Not available 
elsewhere. Kit with 94x12 sheet— 
$8.95 ppd. 9%&х24 sheet—$13.95 
Specify color. Send check or money 
order to: 


Trum Products 
129 Severn Ave. 
Annapolis, Md. 21403 


DISCOUNT GOODIES 
FREE CATALOG 


Honda Glas-pak 
Cross-over 
"Drag" Pipes 
CB750 
CB500 
CB550 
CB400F 
CB350F 
$69.30 


` JUST А FEW OF OUR BARGAINS! 
TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


820 Kiidonan Drive; Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R2K-2E9, Canada 











Kawasaki 

7-1 900 

Cross-over 

“Drag” Pipes 
$69.30 

























BUY FACTORY: DIRECT..... 
from world's leading manufacturer 
Assembled — ready to present 


All Sport. à 
and Event N 


Whotesate low, low prices 
Figures Available Wf 


Artistic color combinations 
Rush “PDQ” service 
Distinctive designs 
Satisfaction guaranteed 
Write for free catalog 
Trophyland USI inc. 


DEPT. C, 7001 W. 20TH AVE., P.O. BOX 4606, HIALEAH, FLA. 33014 «88 


An Atlas Body—In 7 Days 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts 
| giving you results that you can feel and your 
friends will notice. Big, useful muscles. 
Gain pounds in weight where needed. Lose 
“pot belly." Send me your name and 
address for my 32-page book — FREE. 


CHARLES ATLAS, 49 West 23rd St., 
| New York, N.Y. 10010 Dept.H- 226 


LIMITED OFFER 


SAVE 50% on 
"75 HAP JONES CATALOG! 


Hap is knocking off half the price on 
their new 208-page catalog of the lat- 
est motorcycle parts and accesso- 
ries. Something for every rider! Reg. 
priced at $3—now, for a limited time 
only, you pay only $1.50 (you save 
$1.50)! But hurry, this ‘%2-off special 
ends September 1st. 


Send $1.50 to: 


HAP JONES CATALOG 
Dept. A. P.O. Box 3068, San Francisco, СА 94119. 





























U.S. Labor Dept. says “42% more Draftsmen 
7 needed next 10 years." Send for FREE "DRAFT- 
ING CAREER KIT.” 
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Now! MAKE $$$$ CUSTOMIZING 


TH 
* LEARN \ ANS CARS, TRUCKS!.... A 
CUSTOMIZING 1 S pd. mm 
| EXTERIORS * INTERIORS . . . Paint, Decals, f 
| Ports, Trim, Upholstery, etc. 











I STATE 
CUSTOMIZING CENTER, Careers by Home Study, 
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DUNSTALL GOODIES 
NORTON—HONDA 
KAWASAKI—YAMAHA 
All-inclusive catalog of hundreds of 
chopper, touring & repair parts—$1. 


CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. 


Box 3534, Station "B" 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 


PAINT YOUR WHEELS 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG | 
SEELIG'S CUSTOM FINISHES ! 
Р.О. ВОХ 179 e INGLEWOOD, CA. 90306 Dept. с Ї 
WE KNOW HOW AND ARE HAPPY TO TELL YOU i 


COMPLETE STOCK 
FORMERLY CHAIKIN'S PAINT MART ! 























The finest custom made leathers for the 
pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 


2443 S.E- DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 


Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Please enclose 50¢ for postage and 


handling. For APO, FPO and foreign 


countries include $1.50 


Name 
Address 
City 


Zip 


State 


s 515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
z Burbank, Calif. 91502 
"B UNNU/ENIER (218)849-1295 





order of protection and performance 
when compared with the frame-mounted 
unit, but is less of an investment in terms 
of cost and installation, weight and size. 
But the handlebar mounts showed con- 
siderable variation between extremes of 
effectiveness. Enough to call for a good 
hard look, maybe even a little ride behind 
the one you're planning to buy. 

THE FRAME-MOUNTED FAIRINGS 

Because frame-mounted fairings are 
approximately twice the price, weight and 
overall effectiveness of the average han- 
dlebar-mounted fairing, we lumped these 
units into a separate group and evaluated 
them against one another. More closely 
alike in general effectiveness, the frame- 
mounts still showed an interesting set of 
variations on the theme. 

There is an unusual situation in the 
current batch of available units. The de- 
mand for these larger, more luxurious 
fairings has created some obviously imi- 
tative designs, derivative of the Windjam- 
mer built by Vetter. At the same time, there 
are some radically different but good al- 
ternatives worthy of attention. We put 
together a combination of both, all from 
major manufacturers, for a look at how 
well they work. 

The frame-mounts, as we noted, have 
advantages over handlebar units; they 
can be bigger, wider, provide more pro- 
tection and still be more streamlined and 
aerodynamic. Most weigh roughly 20 
pounds, versus 10 for a handlebar mount. 
Frame-mounts block a bit more of the 
area around the front wheel from view, 
but they also offer convenient storage 
space and room to install a cigarette 
lighter or radio in the dash. 

Most frame-mounts have a stan- 
dardized approach in offering one fairing 
with a built-in headlamp and wiring loom, 
which, with appropriate brackets, can 
adapt to most major brands of street or 
touring motorcycles. 


Calafia Industries Inc. 
1015 E. Elm Ave 
Fullerton, CA 92631 
714 525-1167 


The Calafia Eliminator Il is one of the 
fairings that clearly imitates Windjammer 
basic concept and styling, but differs from 
itin interesting ways. First, manufacturing 
technique differs in that the Eliminator is 
rotationally-molded, high density polyeth- 
ylene. This forms a single integral unit 
which Calafia claims is structurally quite 
strong. To produce the fairing in this 
manner requires that it be smaller in di- 
mension than the Windjammer and with 
rounded contours, rather than shaped of 
planes and angles. As a result, physically 
the Calafia Eliminator is less similar to the 
Windjammer than Greater Hemisphere's 
Roadrunner—but in superficial appear- 
ance it is more so. 

Roto-molding also produces an exterior 
finish that looks normal from a distance 
but on close inspection has a waxy, dul- 
lish shine rather than the hard finish of 
other units. This surface can be scratched 

(Continued on page 90) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 
MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
of Bikes! 


For All Brands 


—Specially Made 

—Reinforced Elbows 

—Wash Easy 100% Nylon Mesh 
—Cool and Comfortable 


—All Sizes 
—All Colors 


—All Makes of Cycles 


—Only $9.95 plus $.70 Postage and Handling! 


Satisfaction Guaranteed—immediate 


Delivery 
Use Coupon Below, or Write Today! 


HOT NEW PRODUCT! 
Hotshoe™ Brand 
MOTO-CROSS SOCKS 
Now Available in Four Bold Color 
Combinations! 


—Sharp, Bright Color Stripes 


—Extra-Long to Fit Over Boot Tops 

—Do Not Shrink or Stretch Out о! Shape 
—Lightweight and Extra Strong 
—Non-Allergic and Gentle to Skin 
—Specially Made of Modern Olefin Yarn 
—Wicking Action Holds Moisture Away From Skin 


—Resistant to Strain 


—Super Washable, Fast-Drying 
—Available in Four Attractive Color Combinations 
All Village Cycle Shop Products Are 
Satisfaction Guaranteed—Immediate 

Delivery! 


Send $3.95 per Pair, plus 50€ Postage and Handling to: 


Village Cycle Shop 
8d Moto-Cross Road 
Lake City, Tennessee 37769 


Clip and Mail Now!» === == ammo == 


Village Cycle Shop 
8d Moto-Cross Road 
Lake City, Tennessee 37769 


Please send me the items indicated. | enclose $9.95, plus 
70€ Postage and Handling, for each MX Jersey, and/or 


$3.95, plus 50€ Postage and Handling, for each pair of MX 


Socks. 

MX JERSEYS 
Quantity 
Brand 


Size х5 S M 


XL 





Color Preference 1st 
MX SOCKS 


Stripe Colors 





How 
Many? 





2nd 


Size 9-11 


Size 10-13 








Red/Blue/Red 





Red/Black/Red 





Gold/Black/Gold 











Lime/White/Lime 














Enclosed is Check or Money Order for (total) for MX Jerseys, 
and/or. pairs MX Socks, as indicated above. 
Name: 

Street: 

City State Zip 





Satisfaction fully Guaranteed. All Orders Shipped Immedi- 


ately. Sorry, No C.O.D. 


Div., Village Togs, Inc. 
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. Chain-Lib 
. Frog Juice 
. Electric 


























EXCLUSIVE - THE FANTASTIC POWER CABLE 
E LUBE SYSTEM -- END TO END LUBRICATION 
IN SECONDS WITH PRESSURE 


. Chain Mother 


. Freedom Gold 


Premium Quality Products -- 
Y ou Can Depend On. 


Competition Proven Lubricants and Tools for Simplified Maintenance 
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THE FREEDOM SYSTEM 
Gets Your Bike Up and Keeps 
It Up -- Race or Street 












































++ MORE RIDING FREEDOM -....... J 


























Posters Patches-MX Shirts-T-Shirts- Write for free catalog or see nearest ae 
==) 











Freedom Industries • 13930 Stansbury 





l 7 ® И. 
CYCLE WEAR 


e Detroit, Michigan 48227 e 313/273-6250 


WHY STRETCH! 


Tired of Bending Over? Then sit back and 
relax on your bike with a pair of 


SET BACKS 


Move your handlebars back where you can 


reach 'em. Yes, move 'em back over 2 
inches without changing cables or hoses 
in 30 minutes! 

FITS HONDA YAMAHA BMW 
SUZUKI KAWASAKI HONDA GL-1000 
Send only $12.95 plus .50 postage to 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 9, Grapevine, Tex. 76051 
(214) 352-1018 
State Make & Mode! 

Texas res. add 4% sales tax. 





This is just a sampling of the new ALL OUT line for 1975, created 
exclusively for the two wheel purest. We've got it all, from rain 
gear to touring gear to cold weather riding suits, all available in 


one and two piece versions, in a wide variety of colors, fabrics 


and styles. Get into today's riding scene and go ALL OUT. 


“Write for free, full color catalogue. Dealer inquiries welcome.” 
MidWest Outerwear, Inc. a subsidiary of Ф The Parker Pen Company, Port Washington, WI 53074 
90 CIRCLE NO. 53 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








with your fingernail but scarring does not 
show easily, since color is impregnated. 

The Eliminator comes in black and 
white, with Scotchlite reflective striping 
and name and logo on the exterior. The 
striping showed air bubbling on both 
sides. Naugahyde covers for the storage 
compartments are a plus, as is built-in 
headlamp, wiring loom, and sidelights—all 
standard features included in the base 
price of $209. 

What is surprising is the degree to 
which Calafia duplicates the placement 
and styling of name, logo, striping and 
features of the Windjammer—as though 
Calafia didn't have much confidence in 
their own identity. The firm first found wide 
acceptance in the handlebar-mount field 
due to the appearance of the product, 
or so the company feels, and appearance 
still plays a major role in their thinking. 
Ironically, the fairing itself is a good, ef- 
fective and competitive product. 

Instructions and Installation: The Elim- 
inator provided us with some surprises 
by making the routine job of mounting the 
fairing on the brackets both awkward and 
frustrating. The bracketry is a three-piece 
setup of stamped metal plate, painted 
black. A cross-member fits under the 
steering head and then side supports 
clamp to downtubes and overlap the 
cross piece to add to strength. The side 
pieces have a flaring, curved shape to 
echo the styling of the fairing. 

Most other frame-mounts have an inner 
lip along their length, through which 
mounting bolts are secured to the rails 
of the brackets. The Eliminator works the 
bolts through the storage compartments, 
making leverage awkward. Meanwhile, 
down underneath the bracket, the angle 
formed by the support section and rail 
make use of a socket wrench an impossi- 
bility. Use of double lock nuts made it 
hopeless to finish tightening down, so we 
substituted new quarter inch bolts, lock 
washers and nuts and finished off the 
awkward procedure. 

Protection and Performance: The Elim- 
inator gets good penetration and pro- 
tection in a combination that is very ef- 
fective. It is both smaller and lighter than 
the Windjammer and Dunwright Daytona, 
noticeable when you lift it or see it on 
the motorcycle. There is live air but no 
drafts within the fairing's interior, with 
some spill at the sides of the fairing 
reaching the undersides of arms and 
elbows. The windscreen is similar in 
height to both Wixom and Vetter fairings 
and is 3/16-inch plexi. A slight passage 
of air moves back from the sides of the 
windscreen but does not converge or 
reach the torso and beyond this, protec- 
tion is near complete. 

The Eliminator offers a good composite 
of protection and penetration—particu- 
larly for a medium-sized frame-mount. 
Finish is acceptable but not outstanding. 
It is completely stable at speed and its 
looks, though derivative, must be consid- 
ered a plus. The concern for cosmetics 
makes it less than easy-on, but mounting 
is not complex. It offers a dash area for 
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Why a magazine 
advertisement in this 
magazine? 


Easy. This magazine is for you who are enthusiasts — fans— 
aficionados — hobbyists. 

Therefore it's also read enthusiastically by advertisers 
who want you as their customers. 

Newsweek is for enthusiasts, too—and that’s why 
this message. For news is one of the few commodities 
most intelligent people simply cannot do without. And 
advertisers can separate the buyers from the lookers when 
they use a magazine like Newsweek, one of the world’s 
half-dozen best regarded news sources. 

The kind of people who select Newsweek tend also 
to be discriminating, busy and well off. They are the sort 
who feel that if you're going to work, you might as well 
work for money. And that’s what they do. 

They are known as “the top of the market" —and 
there are a lot of them. Advertising in Newsweek reaches 
them as a group (15 million readers of an average weekly 
issue)—or in 57 different geographic or demographic 
packages. And it approaches this audience within the same 
editorial context that is respected and depended on by 
successful people all over the world. 

It is said that if you want to get a job done, get a 
busy man to do it. By the same token, if you want to get 
your kind of product or service sold, advertise it to a busy 
man— for he has both the money and the intelligence to 
appreciate its special values. 

All you have to do is get his interest. Advertising in 
Newsweek —the magazine he reads when he’s interested — is 
a pretty good way to do it. 


Newsweek 
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Air Force schooling is some of 
the best in the world. 


OF HIGHER 
LEARNING. _ 






y ^. Y е 


What some people don't realize | j/ a 


is that it's one of the best deals 
in the world. 

Sometimes more money is 
spent on your Air Force training | 


to attend college for four years. 

But instead of having to pay, 
you get paid. (It's a distinction 
worth thinking about.) 

Specialize in one of 250 career 
jobs. Computers to carpentry, 
engineering, plumbing, mechanics. 
Learn the field you want. But 
better yet, learn the field you're 
best at. 

Get superior technical school- 
ing. Then get the kind of solid 
practical experience that works 
beautifully, either in or out of 
the service. 

Think realistically about what 
you'd like to do with your future. 
See if we can train you for it. If 
we have the field you qualify for, 
we'll guarantee it to you in writ- 
ing. Before you sign up. 

Learn. And earn. 





Get more information. 
Write: Air Force Education 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| AIR FORCE EDUCATION 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 Old Country Road 
Carle Place, М.Ү. 11514 


| Name 











| Address 
City 





| State Zip 
Social security # 


Birth date 














ENROLL IN 
THE AIR FORCE 


When you're roughriding it, - 
[| count on Hondaline™ apparel to give 

4 you protection, comfort and dura- 

3 bility in riding gear. And a Hondaline 

| | enduro suit gives you all of that and 

2 style, too. Made from heavy, coated 
nylon fabric, the suit has features like 
snap and Velcro™ pocket closures, 

- a heavy-duty zipper front, and adjust- 

| able Velcro bindings on the wrists 

| and legs for a sure fit. And there's 
Scotchlite™ trim on the reversible belt 

= for safer night riding. The suit is resist- 
ant to wind, water and scrapes you 
might encounter in the rough. 

Great-looking, rugged Honda- 
line boots have reinforced toes and 
heels. Steel arch supports. Protective 
padding inside, thick cowhide outside, 

' anda buckle over the inner-lace system 
for ankle support. For your hands, 
there are durable motocross gloves 
with natural curved fingers and pro- 

§ tective ribbing on the backs. And top 
yourself off with a tough, lightweight 
Hondaline helmet. 

So before your next jaunt in the 
outback, outfit yourself with Hondaline 
gear. The country's most widely dis- 

nê tributed riding apparel. And it's avail- 
B able only at Honda dealer's. 


AT 


For a free Golo chure describing Bontlaline appafehy: ке ы Hon Motor Co., Inc-; 
ЕЩЦ Вох 50, ON Calif. 90247. 61975 AHM. More riders are putting i uso on. 
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“Dont tell anybody 
Itold you, but the 


DT400Bisthe best 
big-bore Enduro 
around. — 


"My name is George Elliott. I'ma test-rider, motocross racer, 
and editorial director of Popular Cycling Magazine. I wouldnt want this to 
get around —1 have a reputation of being a very tough critic— but I came 
away from riding the DT400B saying things like “great” and "terrific? 

“The DT400B has the best enduro engine that Ive ever tested. 
The engine literally pulls like a locomotive. Low speed and mid-range 
performance is phenomenal —which means that you can climb fearsome 
hills and plow through tough terrain that you just wouldnt try with other 
bikes. On road, this bike will give you all the speed you eg: need and 
then some! It handles well, brakes well, and like other 3 
Yamahas, it'll wear well. | | 

“If it were my money "ses 
(and I didnt take a nickel for doing - Е 
this ad), I'd buy a Yamaha DT400B, @ 
the best big-bore on-road off-road 


bike around? 
“Id buy a Yam 


CIRCLE NO. 45 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. Someday youll OWN a Yamaha. 
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installing optional equipment that many 
tourers enjoy. The Eliminator fits most 
street and touring motorcycles. 


DID YOU KNOW?... 


OVER 90% OF ALL MOTORCYCLES SOLD IN AMERICA 
ARE FROM JAPAN—LAND OF THE SAMURAI, WHERE 
EXCELLENCE IS A TRADITION. 


Greater Hemispheres Inc. 
PO Box 420070 


sam-u-rai (sama ri’) n. a member of 
a military class in feudal Japan. 


ka-ta-na (ka"ta na’) n. long Japanese 
sword, principle weapon of the 
samurai; the product of highly 


skilled swordsmiths, consisting of. 


many layers of different propertied 
. steel. 


Arai Hi-ro-ta-ke (ә ri" hé’ro ta’ kē) 
n. largest and oldest helmet manu- 
facturer in Japan; makers of ARAI 
and HA brand helmets; named after 
founding father. 


A-rai hel-mets л. pl. considered the 
finest helmet in the world; crafted 
. with the same patience, skill and 
selectivity of materials as the 
samurai sword; consisting of layers 
of fiberglass and highest quality 
resins. 


- ARA! helmets meet federal 
and state requirements while most — 


models also retain Snell 70 and 
DOT approval. Available in sizes 
and styles to suit all individual 
tastes. 


Accessory Distributors, Inc. 
175 Fair Street 
Palisades Park, N.J. 07650 


Wheelsport Distributing Co.| _ 
2053 N.W. Upshur 
Portland, Oregon 97209 





A Charge 
For All Weather 


Half a century of battery manufacturing gives 
Yuasa the edge. You'll find Yuasa standard 
equipment on most name bikes—powerful, 
dependable, and built to stay that way 
whatever the action or weather. Yours 

for power on hand—Yuasa. 


YUASA BATTERY (AMERICA), INC. 


8108 South Freestone Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 Tel. 213 698-2275 








Miami, Fla 33142 


The Greater Hemisphere's Roadrunner 
also derives from the Vetter Windjammer, 
even more so in shape, size and individual 
contours than the Calafia, although the 
exterior striping is not used. Obviously it 
should perform similarly but there were 
some strange variations in presentation 
and operation on the Honda Four. The 
Roadrunner is fiberglass with a good 
shiny finish and an interior of pebbled 
texture in strategic areas. Leatherette 
storage pocket covers, sidelights, head- 
lamp, turnsignals and wiring harness are 
built-ins. We noticed immediately that the 
protective stripping that is used along the 
fairing's outer edge was cut sloppily at 
its top termination, which spoiled the ap- 
pearance at the front somewhat. 

Instructions and Installation: The kit we 
received had no mounting bolts, no 
headlamp dust cover, no plastic ties for 
the wiring, although instructions sug- 
gested their use, and two clamps for the 
brackets instead of the six called for. In 
all, together with somewhat cursory in- 
structions, we were reminded of the not- 
so-good old days. Instructions covered 
two sides of a single sheet with no illus- 
trations. 

During installation we noticed that the 
fairing did not seem to fit well on the 
Honda, showing little clearance for the 
front fork at the mounting bracket, which 
is a single piece unit shaped like the 
Vetter and Dunwright. When the fairing 
was in place and bolted on, we could not 
swing the front wheel from lock to lock 
without rubbing and cutting the rubber 
gaiters on the front forks on the inner lip 
of the fairing on both sides. 

We reviewed procedure and position of 
the bracket, and jockeyed it around for 
the best fit and never solved the problem. 
Later measurement showed the distance 
between the inner fairing front edges was 
narrower by at least one half inch than 
any other frame-mount, and we noted that 
the bracket sits farther forward on the 
bike than others. 

During installation, much that is usually 
done by the manufacturer is left for the 
owner to do. You drill your own mounting 
holes, remount the horn and drill holes 
for this through heavy bracketry, and you 
apply protective stripping under the 
windscreen, which is not adhesive. 

Protection and Performance: The fair- 
ing is generally effective in both penetra- 
tion and protection of the rider, although 
some air spill over the windscreen may 
reach the rider's helmet. The interior has 
live air but no drafts and protection from 
air mass extends from helmet to below 
the knees. 

With the Roadrunner in place we got 

(Continued on page 98) 
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Show a little style. 
Suzuki style. 





E. | V 


suzuki 


f 


















Suzuki Style is a whole new line of super accessories tire inflater. Plus MX hop-up kits and desert foot- 
and apparel. pegs to get your Suzuki Enduro all set up for moto- 


For you, we've got denim riding jackets, cross racing. 
Team Suzuki jackets, and motocross jackets. Plus Е * > Drop in on your nearest Suzuki dealer today 
and see all this and more. 


road and motocross shirts. р 
For your Suzuki, we've got oils, coolants, Ў We think everyone should show a little style. 
transmission fluids, tie-downs, and Quick Seal _ Suzuki Style. 
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5 AA = “There’s a certain kind a chao who walt settle ze. © к 
' for second best. The Harley-Davidson Mani aT bu T 
You'll recognize him in a lot-of different; ways: ж УУ, 


Confident. But not arrogant: Confident becses 
he knows he's riding a beautiful piece of machinery: 
A motorcycle that has evolved with a tradition 
of over 70 years of engineering excellence 
and leadership. 

Another way you'll know him is by the way. he 
takes care of his bike. It's always in tip-top shape. 
A matter of pride. Я 

Another thing. He knows how to ride. Cruising coast to coast 
or churning through the boonies, he knows how to 
keep himself, and his machine, under control. 
He knows the rules and respects 
the rights of others. He doesn't show off. 

He doesn't have to. He's the Harley-Davidson Man. 

Think you can make the grade? 

If so, drop by your 
Harley-Davidson dealer soon. 
Check out our full line. 

From 125cc's up through the 
legendary 1200cc super-machines. 
You'll find your Harley-Davidson 
dealer thinks like you do. 

He knows what you're after 

and he's got it. 

Come in and talk to him. 

Man to man. 


ios 


жене d 
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Harley-Davidson 


Milwaukee. «Wisconsin 
К Member Motorcycle ДЫШ Council 
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Fora 24" "x36" poster of this advertisement (without copy) 
send $1.50 to: EOM -VT, Box 11407, Shoréwood, WI 53201 








ЕЗ 


СУ ЕС С ОЛАН vacua uae». 


Harley-Davidson believes in safety first. Before you start out, turn on your lights, ШШ] 
put on your helmet... and watch out for the other guy. 









THE ULTIMATE FROM THE INNOVATOR IN 
CAFE RACER SPECIAL EQUIPMENT. 


THE RACER 1 CAFE KIT 


A CAFE KIT COMPLETE WITH ALL 
THE ITEMS: 


FAIRING 

FENDER 

SEAT & TANK 
CLUBMAN BARS 
REAR SETS 
BAR-END MIRROR 
CAFE KITS FROM $365.00 


“С” KIT SHOWN WITH THE 
RACER 1 34 FAIRING FOR 
$440.00. 


IT’S ALL SPELLED OUT IN THE 
BRAND NEW CATALOG FROM 
RACER 1. 


SEND $1.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


DICKS CYCLE WEST 


304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel. C5. 91776 (213) 287-9656 





Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


(Approved for Veterans Training) 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 


e Carburetion e Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes—Rotary) 


m. FEATURES 
e Approved for V.A. Training 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Federally Insured Student Loans 


(Train Now, Pay Mo. Payments After Graduation) 


GRADUATES PRESENTLY 
WORKING А$ MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 x: 
Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


-—————mmmmm Clip and Mail Today es exe аз e» шз em em =з em 
STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City, Mo. 64108 
Department 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE 

PHONEAC( ) ZIP 

VET MECHANIC O DEALER 












































Trail 
Track CHAIN LUBE 


1 On the pavement 


or on the dirt, 
Trail get longer chain life 
CHAIN LUBE 


and a cooler running 
PART NO. 497 chain with new 
BG TRACK 'N TRAIL 
CHAIN LUBE. 
Sprays on wet, 
penetrates into pins 
and bushings, then 
becomes a semi-dry 
lubricating film which 
resists collection of dirt and abrasives. 
Will not wash away by water, and will 
not discolor painted surfaces. 


BG PRODUCTS, INC. 


Box 11264, Wichita, Kansas 67211 
Distributor inquiries invited 














Better Quardians for Motor Maintenance 


BY MAIL WITH 
STEPHEN ALLEN CO. 


FAST SERVICE 
FULL COLOR 
HIGH QUALITY 
RETAIL ONLY 


Kawasaki, Honda, 
Yamaha, Suzuki, 
Harley, etc. 


B of A and Master Charge 
$2.50 DISCOUNT on first order 


4 WAYS TO ORDER 





Send me catalogs at $2.50 ea. 


[|] Payment Enclosed 
П C.O.D. I'll pay charges 
L] Bof A LJ Master Charge 


Card No. 
Exp. date 














NAME . 





ADDRESS 





CITY 





STEPHEN ALLEN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 5129, San Jose, CA 95150 
A Completely Independent Company 
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the Honda to 90 with ease, a reminder 
that this particular frame-mount shape is 
easily as penetrative as the best of the 
handlebar-mounts. The Roadrunner is not 
as penetrative as either the Wixom 
frame-mount or the Dunwright Daytona 
frame-mount. Storage pockets are smaller 
than the Windjammer but still convenient. 
The Roadrunner works well, providing 
it fits to the motorcycle more satisfactorily 
than the test unit did the Honda 750 Four. 
It is competitive in performance and 
overall finish, but not detail. We assume 
your mounting kit would be more com- 
plete, and the extra chores not so diffi- 
cult or time-consuming. The Roadrunner 
adapts to most current motorcycles and 
suggested retail price is $260. 


Dunwright Engineering 
Box 57 
Shullsburg, Wisc. 53586 
608 965-3644 


Thesleek, aerodynamic Daytona frame- 
mount appears to be patterned after the 
top half of a full race fairing. It offers an 
obvious alternative in design and looks 
to the Windjammer and the makers boast 
as much, saying it doesn't sport trim and 
decals. 

Madeofpolyester-reinforcedfiberglass, 
the Daytona includes storage pockets 
with vinyl covers, built-in headlamp and 
wiring loom, provides headlamp dust 
cover and uses a single-piece mounting 
bracket. The fairing comes in black and 
white and one variation fits to BMWs while 
retaining the stock BeeEm quartz-iodide 
headlamp, at an extra cost. 

The windscreen of 3/16 plexi flares 
back as sharply as the lower half of the 
fairing does, and the fairing itself is 
large—as massive as the Windjammer— 
while most of the other units were smaller 
in some dimensions. 

The Daytona extends as far back on 
the bike as the Windjammer but styling 
is rounded, flowing lines and finish are 
simple and uncluttered, and it offers a 
good exterior surface. Interior has a 
pleasant leathery texture. The only over- 
sight is not including built-in turnsignals, 
which would clean up the front even 
more. 


(Continued on page 100) 





THE DUCATI REPUTATION 


Reliability - Handling - Power 


ndi 






THE FANTASTIC, NEW DUCATI 860 

Available in Kickstart & Electric Starter Versions 

See it now at your nearest Ducati Dealer 
Ducati—winner of the first Daytona 

750 Production Championship—March 7, 

1975; Daytona International Speedway. 


BERLINER MOTOR CORP. 


RAILROAD STREET & PLANT ROAD, HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604 
SOLE U.S. DISTRIBUTORS 
A BERLINER GROUP MEMBER: DUCATI/MOTO GUZZI/PREMIER MOTORCYCLES & METZLER TIRES 
CIRCLE NO. 38 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 


"Home of the worlds fastest triples” 
including the 9 Second Pro-Bike 


SILENCED 
EXPANSION 
CHAMBERS 


e Competition proven 


e Slip joint and spring 
mounting flangles 


e Dual mounting 
brackets 


ө Widest 
power 
band 
possible 


If it 

¥ doesn't 

say DENCO 

/ it isn't the 

chamber that has 

7 broken тоге АНКА 

/f Records than all other 
brands combined . 


Send *2°° for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. С 
Fremont Calif 94538•(415) 656-0424 
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NEW TRACK PROVEN 


SCAVANGE PIPES 


e Equal length head pipes 

e Triple cone megaphone design 

e 25% Power increase 

e Total service accessability 
without removing pipes. 

e Complete heliarc construction 


Performance beyond com- 
parison. Sets the standards for 
power and quality on the Z-1. 


Send *2” for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 


4480 E ENTERPRISE ST. DEPT. C 
Fremont Calif 94538°(415) 656-0424 
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Instructions and Installation: Instruc- 
tions are adequate but with several minor 
omissions, such as reference to re- 
mounting the horn and turnsignals. Stock 
mounting screws for the horn did not fit 
the horn remounting bracket supplied by 
Dunwright, and replacements should be 
part of the kit. Otherwise the manufac- 
turers were very thorough, supplying a 
bottle of windscreen cleaning fluid, 
ground wires, a roll of electrical tape, 
connectors and all needed hardware. 

Installation took two hours, not much 
more than some handlebar mounts, which 
is as it should be when all goes smoothly. 
Instructions also called for rubber grom- 
mets between fairing and mounting rails, 
which were missing, so we cut our own. 

Protection and Performance: The racy 
look of the Daytona isn't misleading—it 
offers penetration for sure. We first took 
it out on a crisp, bright winter day and 
folks that don't ride in this kind of weather 
are missing something. 

We were beginning to think the Honda 
was a stone until we cranked it on and 
wound up at over 100 mph in a hurry. 
This convinced us that handlebar mounts 
add wind resistance while this fairing just 


seemed to inhale the bike into the air 
mass. It was steady at 100 and a real joy 
at high cruising speeds on curves and 
straightaways. 

Being large, the Daytona gives good 


protection as well. Hands are well- 
covered and air is routed over your helmet 
by the sweeping windscreen. There was 
a current of air moving back at the sides 
of the windscreen, but it didn't hit the rider 
directly so much as occasionally spill 
past. From head to knees the air inside 
the Daytona is quiet with no turbulance 
or unpleasant drafts. 

The Daytona obviously offers a very 
strong combination of performance and 
tourability with a unique look. It is defi- 
nitely competitive with the rest of the 
major fairings. Its finish is simple and of 
good quality and the fairing is priced at 
under $250. 


Vetter Fairing Co. 
Box 927 
Rantoul, Ill. 61866 
217 893-9300 


The Windjammer Ill is a new series for 
1975 incorporating additional options, 





styling changes and, for the first time 
since the Vetter Phantom, new lowers that 
convert the unit to a full-coverage touring 
fairing. 

Vetter's fairings have led the way in 
frame-mount design and set a standard 
for quality materials and thoroughness of 
detail oriented to the consumer's needs. 
It is a tough act to follow. There might 
be reasons for wanting another brand of 
fairing but they would not be due to negli- 
gence on Vetter's part. 

The Windjammer Ill is made of ABS 
plastic with a flawless finish. It is hard and 
durable, and does not require polishing. 
It is molded in two pieces, outer shell and 
interior shell, and then bonded together 
to form a strong integral unit. 

Detailing includes chromed protective 
stripping around the fairing edge as a 
protective device, Scotchlite decal 
stripes, built-in headlamp and wiring loom, 
sidelights and storage pockets covered 
with quality leather flaps. 

The options available for 1975 include 
a Carello halogen handlamp, fairing- 
mounted Hayden oil cooler, special 
Honda striping, Honda ignition relocation 
switch, windscreen snap vents, cigarette 





lighter and the new lowers. Price ranges 
from $209 for the basic fairing to over 
$300 for the whole works. 

Both overall finish and details were 
superior on the test unit; there were no 
flaws to be found. Having the unit on your 
motorcycle inspires a feeling of pride. 

Instructions and Installation: The 
mounting procedure is simple and 
straightforward, with a 29-page booklet 
of diagrams and steps taking you through 
it carefully. Repair, cleaning and trou- 
ble-shooting are part of the package. 

It took two and a half hours to mount 
the unit, including the new lowers, which 
add only a few minutes to the basic time. 
What makes the process pleasant is that 
everything needed is supplied, everything 
fits precisely and accurately and there are 
no off-center holes, no struggle. 

The one-piece bracket clamps to 
downtubes and alignment is easy. The 
fairing is bolted onto the bracket and the 
lowers are attached to the lower sides 
of the fairing. Four screw receivers are 
plugged into pre-drilled holes and screws 
hold the lowers in place, with a good tight 
fit against the Honda. (The kickstarter 


(Continued on page 104) 
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Ford designed the van. Local custom shops design and furnish such items as porthole windows, mag" wheels, fat tires, sidepipes and special paint themes 


Ford redesigns the van 
„and prices it $339" below Dodge! 


New comfort starts with a spacious new 

cockpit, stretch-out, move-around room for 

driver and passenger alike. We made the 

room by moving engine and axle forward, 

the wheelhousings out of the way. Then we 

added a molded engine cover, insulated to 

help quiet the ride...and with utility wells 

to hold your maps, sunshades or what- 

have-you. 

New durability comes from our exclusive 

new body/separate frame construction. And 

from our deep-dip electrocoat primer that 

protects the entire body. And power? A 

husky 300 cu. in. Six is now standard with 

351 and 460 У-85 available. Front power 

disc brakes are standard, too. 

New choices that give you a head start on 

customizing include options like these: 

* pivoting Captain's Chairs (shown right). 

* interior trim including cut-pile carpeting, 
super-soft vinyl upholstery. 

* auxiliary fuel tank that increases capacity 
up to 42.6 gallons. 

* new AM/FM stereo radio with tape player 
andother AMandFM radios. 


See 755 van value at your Ford Dealer's. 


The closer you look, the better we look. 


FORD 
FORD DIVISION «c2» 
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Center van length 
increased 12 in. over 
last year. 


Rear doors 10% 
wider than last year... 


a full 54" D 


Key areas are 

galvanized. Body 
completely electro- 
coat primed. 












Engine-forward 
permits 17 up-front 
service checks. 


Energy-absorbing 
frame rails help 
cushion front impact. 


Choice of sliding 
or swinging doors. 


*Based on a comparison of manufacturers’ suggested retail prices for Ford E-100 and Dodge B-100 
models comparably equipped 
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"Holy eZ 


"Just the looks of this new thing 
are enough to scare the squids right off 
the course. 

“The seat's chopped off. 
The rear fender's a mile up in 
the air. And the shocks are 
gas-filled, laid-down, and so 
far forward they're almost 
out of sight. 

"What it feels like is a spring, 
all wound up tight, ready to explode 
if you so much as jiggle it. 

"So | jiggled it. 

"WAAAAAAAAAAEEEEEEEEEE! 

"Oh sure, Suzuki told me that their 
new porting would give it a lot of snap. 
But this was ridiculous. We came out 
of the hole so fast, | just barely hung on. 

"And then we hit the whoops. 

"At least, they looked like whoops. 
The only thing was, the wheels didn't 
seem to know it. They clung to the 
little ones like a snake going over 
rocks. No matter how high the frame 
went, the wheels hung right in there, 
spitting out power. 

"And over the big ones, they didn't 
fishtail once. We went through those 
whoops on а line so straight you could 
hang clothes on it. 

"Man, that's handling! 

"Up came the first turn. A big hairy 
sweeper with a super-high berm. 

"| tapped the gears, and slammed 
into it hard. Magic. Right away, it 
seemed to seek out and lock into the 
right line all by itself. 

"Coming out, | cranked it on, and 
WAAAAAAEEEEEE, again. We shot 
out of that thing like a sling shot, 
heading for the first jump. 

"Surprise. 


U. S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, Dept. 8008 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 












"We didn't stay in the air nearly 


as long as | thought we would, seeing 
how fast we were going. 


"And all day long, | found the same 


thing. The wheels on the RM like to 


stay in the dirt where they can 

g  push...not in the air 

2 where they can spin. 

J “So if you're after a 
bike for show, this isn't 
it. This one's for win. 

"And my lap time proved it. 

"What's its secret? 

"Handling. It handles like a 
dream. You don't have to fight it or 
muscle it or make corrections all the 
time for goofs. 

“You just flow over that course 
like syrup flows over pancakes. 

"Competition, you're in big 
trouble." 


"The transfer ports 
are so big, they put 
two bridges in em? 


“This is one bike you won't have to port. 
Suzuki's already done it for you. In fact, 
they're so big, they're bridged — twice — 
so the rings won t get hung up.That 
means you've got 6 holes sucking ир 
the gas/air mixture out of the crankcase 
into the combustion chamber. This new 
porting — plus a big, 28mm carb — gives 
the RM its snap and power’ 


Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection 
and appropriate riding apparel. 


SUZUKI'S RM-125 


CIRCLE NO. 32 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








7 REASONS WHY 


BIKE BOOTS 


ARE THE BEST FOR YOUI 


The FRYE CO., in Marlboro, Mass., has 
been famous for benchcrafted boots since 
1863. They make these Bike Boots ex- 
clusively for us, with these extra features: 
14" black or hand-stained brown 
cowhide uppers 
Leather pull-on straps 


Leather harness strap with solid brass 

hardware 

Leather-lined throughout 

Scuff-resistant black bullhide toe cap 

Reinforced steel shank under arch 

stands up to kick-starting 

Cleated VIBRAM soles and heels 
Order by mail — not available in stores. 
$58.95 per pair, plus $2.50 postage and 
handling. Sizes 6-14, widths B,D,E and 
EE. Sizes 9-107; D available immediately; 
allow 4-6 weeks for other sizes. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE 
P.O. Box 468, Dept. B-22 
Brockton, Mass. 02403 
ШЕ ШШ ШЕН БЕШ ШШ ШЕН БЕН ШЕШ ЫШ ШШ ЫШ NND ШШ 
pairs of FRYE Bike Boots, 





Please send me 


size/width , Color 





1 enclose $ Check — Money Order — 


Or,charge my 3 Bank Amer icard Ef Master Charge 


JSS TELL 
B EHE TS 


Name 











Street 





City 
State 


SOLD BY MAIL ONLY! 
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SHELTER Continued from page 100 
cannot be used with the right side lower 
in place.) The Vetter nameplate, in stain- 
less steel, is on the lowers and the front 
fairing dash area for this year. The lowers 
will retro-fit Windjammer 115, and Vetter 
recommends the optional Honda switch- 
a-switch for them. 

Vetter initiated the built-in headlamp 
and wiring loom with the single multi- 
prong plug. Only the turnsignals are not 
built in. 

Protection and Performance: The 
Windjammer 111 with lowers offers com- 
plete and total protection. There is simply 
no draft anywhere. In terms of pure pro- 
tection the Windjammer is superior to any 
other unit tested. The air within the interior 
is so still that in warm weather it can be 
oppressive, and we recommend the 
windscreen snap vents for some flow- 
through ventilation. Front end stability and 
rock-steady performance at speed are 
part of the design concept and we pushed 
the Honda over 90 without concern. 

The Windjammer seemed less penetra- 
tive than both Daytona and Wixom frame- 
mount, being fairly large and wide. Its 
weight is apparent on the front at low 
speeds, but at a typical touring cruising 
rate you have no sense of its mass. 

Since the lowers might be thought to 
add much to the Windjammer’s protec- 
tion, we tested the main fairing alone. The 
only difference was the inevitable draft 
running across the lower legs. Otherwise, 
no change. Vetter claims the lowers help 
the engine to run cooler by channeling 
air across the fins, with a margin of as 
much as 18 degrees, but we could not 
test this factor. 

The Vetter Windjammer Ill represents 
further upgrading and refinement of what 
was a good idea, perhaps the best design 
around to begin with. The name is also 
synonymous with quality and luxury ap- 
peal. The fairing is completely protective 
and for touring, its priorities are clear. The 
new lowers return to a concept Vetter 
pioneered seven years ago. Available in 
black and white, the Windjammer fits 35 
current models and a Vetter-made Liber- 
ator fairing, different in shape and design, 
fits the Harley FLH. 


Wixom Brothers Inc. 
1637 East Burnett Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90806 

213 426-0485 


The Wixom Brothers' frame-mount is a 
new model for 1975 that marks the firm's 
entry into the middle of the big fairing 
action. The Wixom unit doesn't imitate 
existing units but offers a somewhat 
simpler style and Wixom's own philosophy 
of touring performance. Even a not-so- 
carefullook will reveal a configuration and 
finish that looks much like the Wixom 
Ranger extended and amplified into 
frame-mount design. 

Characteristic of the Wixom frame- 
mount are the tucked-in lower sides and 
narrower storage area, built-in turnsignals 

(Continued on page 106) 








The Helmet with the 
ring of a winner! 


€ Provides 120° peripheral vision 


e Meets requirements of D.O.T. Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard 218 


e Certified by The S. Н. C. A. 


e Made of Impact-Resistant Fiberglass 
Shell with Expanded Polystyrene 
Padding 


ө Equipped with Snap-on Visor Shield- 
can be used with goggles or face 
shields 

"THE ENTHUSIAST'S SUPPLY HOUSE” 


KK Motorcycle Sunply 


431 E. 3RD ST., DAYTON, OHIO 45402 (513) 222-7818 


100 M.P. H.? 


UNDISTORTED 
REAR VISION! 














The only rear view mirror 


designed for motorcyclists 


* Adiusts to any helmet 

е Shatterproof construction 

e Great for snowmobiling too! 
white 
black 795 
orange plus tax 


See at your dealer 


AN or order direct from 


U^ 





e 


Box 5370 Phone 714/883-6178 
San Bernardino, California 92408 
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Run with the rabbit-the hair-raising 
new high-performance synthetic cycle oil 
from Union Carbide 


Specially designed synthetic oil, both 2-stroke and 4-stroke, offers several 
distinct advantages to provide reduced maintenance costs and longer engine life. 


2-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Ashless for reduced combustion 
chamber deposits, less port 
blocking, less spark plug fouling 
and cleaner exhaust systems 

and mufflers. 


Fights ring sticking, piston deposits, 
piston burning and rust and 


corrosion. 


Has high film strength to 
minimize wear. 





А 


t 
J 
E 
І 
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Run with the rabbit— it's wo 


h every penny 
in performance! 


4-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Surpasses API Service SE 
requirements; can beused for SD, SC 
and MS service (SAE 10W-40). 


Has high natural viscosity index. 


Maintains high film strength to 
protect against valve train wear and 
extend engine life. 


Protects against high-temperature 
oxidation and deposits, sludge, 
varnish, rust and corrosion. 


ROC ЛААЛ ТАРАЛ ОГ UNION | 
осе CARBIDE 


Product available in the following states: Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New York, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin. 
CIRCLE NO. 41 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 














spirit of america sidecars, 





New Rotational Molded 
AMERICAN SPIRIT 


America's Favorite 
Fiberglass EAGLE 


. copied 
but never 
duplicated 


Sidecars from Spirit of America are the most copied in the history of motorcycling. 

Why? Simple, Spirit of America sidecars are the finest example of styling and 
_ Craftsmanship found anywhere. With 7 years of experience in the sidecar field, 
. Spirit of America has the largest plant of its type in the world. Spirit of America 

uses only the finest materials. Spirit of America hand sculptures each sidecar in 

the old American tradition of pride and craftsmanship. The result — the finest 

quality in the market today! Don't be fooled by an unproven, unsafe, poor imitation 
. of the original Spirit of America sidecar; after all, it's your hard-earned cash, the 
motorcycle you pride, and the family you love that's at stake. : 


When you think of quality sidecars, stick with the leader — Spirit of America is 
the largest for a reason. 


с SPIRIT OF AMERICA, INC. - 580 West 184th Street- Los Angeles, CA 90248 














CIRCLE NO. 49 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


Dunstall 
Patented Decibel 
Silencers offer a 


cycles. Often imitated but never 
equalled, their secret lies 
hidden under patent No. 1063409. 
Available to fit 1.3/8", 1.1/2" 
or1.5/8" Exhaust Pipes. 
Price per pair $69.50 
Add $2.00 for 
Mail Order delivery. £ 
6% Sales Taxin g 

















BISGOUNT RIDER 


Order catalog featuring 36 pages of 

the finest quality Honda accessor- 

ies, and clothing items at specially 

low discounted prices. Send for California 

yours today. only. 
DISCOUNT RIDER 


13321 Sherman Way, 
North Hollywood, Ca. 91605 


COMFORT LOW SEAT 





Heavy vinyl in Black or Brown over Е 
contoured foam rubber. TO ORDER: 

Send check or money order for $10.00 8 
down to DISCOUNT RIDER. Balance Е 
C.O.D. Please specify seat color, and 

year and make of your bike. 
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Motorcycles Unlimited, 
Corte Madera, (415) 924 9327. 
























1 enclose $3.00 for the latest 
Dunstall equipment catalogue 








with a curved contour diminishing as it 
flows back from them, and a unique 
mounting system. 

Wixom has been a standard-bearer in 
handlebar fairing design; performance 
and materials and the new frame mount 
shows the same concern that typified past 
efforts. The fiberglass is hand-laid with 
superior finish on exterior and interior. 
Our test unit was black with gold striping. 
Low-key styling is almost British in its 
feeling for functional simplicity. 

Instructions and Installation: Installing 
the Wixom took two and a quarter hours 
and the procedure is simple, although a 
three-piece bracket system is used. It 
consists of a cross-piece and two side 
supports of large diameter chromed tu- 
bular steel. Optional chrome safety bars 
can plug into this system to form an inte- 
gral unit at moderate extra cost. 

Clamps and U-bolts secure the brack- 
etry to downtubes and safety bars attach 
to motor mount bolts, so the entire struc- 
ture is strong. Two heavy bolts attach the 
fairing to the top rails. 

Instructions are in the form of a 4-page 
folder, and, though not as detailed as 
some, are clear and sufficient, including 
the necessary drawings and diagrams. A 
separate sheet has care and cleaning 
information. 

The fairing uses built-in headlamp and 
turnsignals, which clean up the front end. 
The horn is not remounted and the wiring 
loom has room for additional electric op- 
tions. Windscreem is 3/16 plexi and nylon 
bolts are used, as in the Vetter. 

Alignment is simple and fit is good on 
the Honda 750. 

Protection and Performance: Behind 
the Wixom frame-mount you're immedi- 
ately aware of the smaller dimensions and 
shorter length of the Wixom (compared 
to the Daytona or Windjammer) plus the 
obviously tucked-in sides. Overall size is 
probably closest to the Calafia. 

The Wixom does not provide the same 
sense of totally still air as the Windjam- 
mer—there is live air within the fairing 
interior, but no discernible draft. There 
is a minor flow pattern at the outer edges 
of the unit that passes across the under- 
sides of the rider's arms, a spill from the 
wind channeled around the fairing’s 
sides. No air reaches your helmet over 
the screen. Hands, head, face and body 
are protected from drafts and turbulence. 

The Wixom fairing offers superior pene- 
tration and we got the Honda to 100 with 
no hesitation on a breezy day. The fairing 
is rock-steady at speed and we took it 


~| down a long, downhill straight at 90 with 
| no tendency toward lift. 


The Wixom frame-mount has its own 
priorities and approach—seeking first a 
superior penetration and stability at 
speed matched with good protective cov- 
erage—but not dedicated to completely 
still air. Less bulk and a simplicity of style 
that includes quality materials and finish 
as well as solid hardware make it a desir- 


Bj able alternative to other frame-mounts. 


The blend of performance and protection 
is well-chosen and characteristic of the 


zi Wixom approach. Available in black and 


CYCLE 


white, the fairing has a suggested retail 
price of $239. 
Jacwal Corp. 
13310 Mapledale St. 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

The new Jacwal Superwedge was just 
entering full production during our test 
period and we were able to get a typical 
unit for evaluation. A radical and imposing 
shape that combines an atmosphere of 
racing, automotive and protective config- 
uration, the Superwedge deserves ap- 
plause for providing a fresh approach to 
fairing design. 

There were no hints of loose ends or 
detail problems that might be associated 
with early production models, either in the 
fairing or its presentation. The Super- 
wedge is fiberglass, thinner than a typical 
frame-mount, but then its extensive sur- 
face area demands weight more consis- 
tent with café racer style. The shell is 
consistent and hefty enough to get the 
job done. Both exterior and interior finish 
are clean, uncluttered and of good qual- 
ity, with dark striping on white for the test 
unit. A patterned texture makes interior 
surface finish uniform. 

The long tubular windscreen, the tallest 
of several heights available, showed con- 
siderable distortion when viewed off the 
bike, but this proved a false problem, as 
we'll describe. 

Instructions and Installation: The 
'Wedge is a complex solution to the fairing 
game, in that it is both a frame-mount and 
handlebar-mount combined, and has 
more than the usual number of compo- 
nent parts to complete the total system. 

It took four and a half hours to install, 
not because of any hassle, but simply to 
go through the greater number of individ- 
ual hook-up steps. The process is well 
detailed in a thorough 10-page booklet 
with 50 photos. 

All surfaces mated well and alignment 
was good, with the exception of one 
mounting bolt fitting that took some old- 
fashioned shove to line up. The turnsig- 
nals remount low on the mounting bracket 
and the headlamp is set forward in the 
nose cone section. Stock wiring remains 
and the horn stays put. 

Two main support brackets clamp to 
the backbone section of the main frame 
after the tank is removed. At this point, 
the ignition switch is repositioned and 
Jacwal offers an optional relocation kit 
to get it up on the handlebars, but we 
just moved it back closer to the rider. One 
other major alteration is cutting nine 
inches of front fender away to get lock- 
to-lock turning radius—which we skipped. 

Hand protection is supplied by twin 
wing-like guards that bolt to the wind- 
screen section. The screen is handle- 
bar-mounted and clears the nose cone 
by a quarter inch, rotating with the forks. 
The cone section is separately mounted 
and braced at the lower sidepanels by 
brackets. In all, two main brackets and 
six small braces are used. Despite this, 
alignment was relatively easy and toler- 
ances were well-designed. Protective 
rubber stripping and grommets are sup- 

(Continued on page 111) 
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Ever notice how good your bike 


runs after you've degreased the en- 
gine, hosed off the mud and pol- 
ished up the chrome? 

That's called tuning by the seat 
of your pants. 

It's a good way to make yourself 
feel good and your engine feel 
nothing at all. 





Paying a bunch of money for a 
new cylinder head that looks like the 
hot stuff from the racing factories is 
a good way to...spend a bunch of 
money for a cylinder head that looks 





Its All In Your Head ў 


like the hot stuff from the racing 
factories. 

Webco doesn't care about the 
seat of your pants. We design high- 
performance cylinder heads in a 
lab. We measure temperatures, fuel 
flow and volmetric efficiency. We 
test on our dynomometer, the best in 
the business. (The racing factories 
and motorcycle magazines use it for 
their tests. So much for seat of the 
pants.) 

Webco heads wil make your 
two-stroke engine more powerful. 
They'll let your engine run cooler, 
so you can use the power longer. 
They bolt right on. Where needed, 
Webco heads provide for extra 
spark plugs or compression releases. 

Webco produces heads for all 
popular two-strokes. Can we fill you 
in on the details? Send us the cou- 
pon below. 


fa Send me your cylinder head brochure and | WEBCO 
| the names of dealers in my area. 
0 


Enclosed is $1.50. Send your cylinder head | 


MOTORCYCLE SPECIALISTS 


| brochure, a Webco catalog and the names of | 


| dealers in my area. 
| МАМЕ 
| ADDRESS 


Webco, Inc. 
P.O. Box 429 
Venice, СА 90291 


v 


Webco, Inc. products are sold only 
by authorized Webco dealers. 
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MARKET PLACE 





GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold ca 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST su 
Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for exam 
One Park Avenue, New York 10016, Attention: Hal Cymes. 


NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.60 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $24.00. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: One inch by one column, 
$85.00; Two inches by one column, $170.00; Three 
inches by one column, $255.00. Column width 2- 
1/47. Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


5 ‹ ps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
pply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Closing 
ple, March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, 





FOR SALE 





DUCATI 


DUCATI—1974 scrambler. Low mileage. Paul Romtvedt, 
R.R. 1. Pearl City, IL 61062. (815) 36 


LAVERDA 


LAVERDA 750GT New, Crated, Terrific Buy, $1750. San 
Diego. (714) 466-0149. 




















NORTON 


NORTON, TRIUMPH, BMW & M V AGUSTA—Europe’s 
best motorcycles—at specially low prices from Europe's 
best dealer—Gus Kuhn's. Write for full information now! 
GUS KUHN MOTORS LTD., 275-277 Clapham Road. 
London SW9 9BJ. England. Tel: 01-733 1002 

_ MISCELLANEOUS E 
SEND $1.00 for catalog. Parts and accessories. Suzuki, 
Triumph, BMW, BSA. Spa City Cycle Center. 71-4 Church 
Street, Saratoga Springs, New York 12866. Call (518) 584- 
4778. SPECIAL: $2.99 for. BMW. Honda oil filters, — — — 
FOR SALE: 1943 BMW R75/M Parts. David Bone. Box 1718, 
А.Р.О., New York 09283. 




















ACCESSORIES 


М PASS 
a 

DN 
THROTTLE HELPER 
Counteracts throttle spring tension. 

Ends forearm fatigue safely. 

Mounts easily inside most 

7/8" handlebars. 


Money back 
guarantee, 





$8.95 PPD 

Info on request 

Dealers inquire, 

Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG CO. DEPT A 

BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


U.S. Pat. 
3752006 











Camping and Touring Gear 
for Bike Riders. >. 
2 
й 
Tents, Sleeping Bags, z | 
Stoves, Cooksets, 2 s 
Tools, Apparel, Books, 


Bike Accessories zum 


PLUS... ROAD SYSTEM 


BIG NEW CATALOG — 25¢ 


TD 
LO GREAT OUTEURS 


420G South Fairview, Goleta, CA 93017 





SELF-CANCELLING TURN SIGNAL FLASHER. Replaces 
the plug-in flasher on Honda 4, BMW, other 12V. All elec- 
tronic flasher stops after 30 seconds. Guaranteed. $24.95 
postpaid. Theta Labs, 10911 Dennis Rd. No. 405, Dallas, TX 
75229. 





Synthetic Motor Oil 
increases power, mileage, 
and engine life. wholesale 
prices, club discounts. 

mail $1.00 (refundable) to: 
the wonderful company 


5490 cedar lane 
columbia, md. 21044 


DUCATI 750 owners: Time your bikes for the last time. 
Breakerless electronic ignition units available for only $98. 
For info, write: L-T Ignitions, 1621 Queen Anne Ave. N., 
Seattle, WA 98109. 
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X-TRA RIDER* BELTS 
(*TM-Pat. Pend.) 


Have something to 
"HANG-ON' to: 


Worn over shirt or 

jacket, not a pants 

belt. Give actual 

waist size. 30-46 

We allow for avg clothing 


Send $8.95 check or 
M/O. not cash. We 
pay postage. Checks 
must clear. Money 
Orders shipped at 
once. Dealers write 


STANTON-RIGGS BELTS 
P.O. Box 307 
STEUBENVILLE, OHIO 43952 





APPAREL 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots. belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs. Dept. C.. 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042 





BUG COLLECTORS ововововавооввовазововоавоваввовзова. 
STOP plucking bugs from your еуе- 
balls!! These cycle riders’ sunglasses 
give full coverage, and come with cable 

7 earpieces so they can't fall off. Adjust- 
able triple-braced metal frames, impact- 
resistant optical glass lens in choice of 

yellow, green, or grey. Carrying case included. Fast Delivery. If not 

satisfied, return within 30 days for full refund. Send $5.95 for 1, 

$9.95 for 2, or $13.95 for 3 pairs. Postpaid. For Air-Mail add .50 per 

pair, Foreign orders add .80 per pair. 

HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., Dept. C 

eee 11505 Chimney Rock Rd., Houston, Texas 77035 


NEW! 750 FOUR BELT BUCKLE 


OF ARIZONA - 


Dept. 40 Box 294 

Phoenix, AZ. 85001 

(3903 N. 16 St.) 
Marque cast in jewelers metal — high fire 
glazed — on heavy chrome steel plate. 
Buckle only $5.00 Bl Buckle & 134” black leather 
belt $10.00 Plus 75c shipping. ll Send 50c coins 
for COLOR PHOTO CATALOG of Road 
Leathers, Studded Belts, Wristbands. Bl 
BankAmericard phone orders 602-266-4861 











EMBLEMS. Top Quality, embroidered, guaranteed color- 
fast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 
million. Firm quote from your own sketch or Design-Guide 
supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp., P.O. Box 9695, Weaver- 
ville, N.C. 28787. 





Í TAYLOR'S 


N GOGGLES 





WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 





DAY/NIGHT riding glasses. Strong, won't blow off. Wear 
over glasses. Green/Clear. $3.00 ea., 2 for $5.00 Postpaid. 
(Ohio residents add sales tax). J. W. Enterprise, P.O. Box 
645, Massillon, OH 44646. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE BOOK "2042 unique proven enterprises." Work 
home! Hayling-B, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 

MAKE $2500 per month from your own home. Write: F. C. 
Tumilty, Box 413, Dept. C. Greensburg, Ind. 47240. 








CYCLE INSURANCE 





CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS, lowest rates. "Motorcycle 
Insurance", Box 92867, Los Angeles, Calif. 90009. 

LOW RATES. Coverage available in all States. Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters. 466-C Main St.. Glen 
Ellyn. III. 60137 








CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





SURVIVAL/GUERILLA/MILITARY — Books/Manuals. Cat- 
alog 50 cents. "Survival" Food Storage List 50 cents. Rush 
to: KEN HALE, (BFC-50), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 


Road Rider 





The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 


rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 








MANUALS for all bikes, American. Japanese, German, 
Italian and British through 1974, plus tuning and riding 
books. Send today for free catalog. CARBOOKS, Dept. 18, 
Sea Cliff, NY 11579. 





CYCLE SERVICES 





CUSTOM CHROME PLATING, Specialists in cycle and 
antique restoration. Steel or Aluminum. We guarantee both 
our work and delivery dates as quoted. Call or write: 
Jackson Plating Company, 444 East South Street, Jackson, 
MI 49203. Phone: 1-517-782-6200. 





EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries, all 
occupations, high pay, free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY, Los Angeles, 
California 90009. 

AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50,000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803. 
OVERSEAS Employment...Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WV, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 











EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





CYCLE SALVAGE INC. New, Used, Reconditioned 
Motorcycle Parts. 157 Water Street, New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 1-203-624-4315. 
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IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


БЫ» CYCLECITY nc 


Amityville, N. Y. 11701 


PARTS 


World's largest inventory 
for Italian motorcycles 


Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 
COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 
(215) 672-9100 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 

Call (617) 384-7555 









WARDS RIVERSIDE 
MOJAVE (By Benelli) 
PARILLA 
CAPRIOLO- 

MV AUGUSTA 250 
BIANCHI 

CAPRI SCOOTERS 














HONDA PARTS 
ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Сез... Send 606 postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


Ji HONDA of MINEOLA 
336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 « (516) 248-5558 





















USED PARTS 


All makes and models. Save up to 50% of 
retail. Many early & obsolete British parts 
in stock. Prompt 1 day service. 

Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 
Beverly, Mass. 01915. (617) 922-3707 









PARTS & SERVICE—MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 
Machine Work & Speed Work All Makes 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS 800/850cc 
$ "i Su 0 

t ag Race Conversions 
ut Kawasaki 500&750 


Best Top Speed—139.90 
On our own Kawasaki 750 


Best E.T.—10:15 


Send 25d for information and decal 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 © (617) 648-1300 








NEW CYCLE PARTS SERVICE 


° West Coast Savings! 
• Call from anywhere in the U.S. except Cal- 








Gas 
CALL 
TOLL-FREE 


800 
423-5662 





ifornia. Orders filled within 24 hours. 

© Call Tues. thru Fri. 9 A.M. — 6 P.M., Sat. to 5, 
Pacific Time. 8 

© Bank Americard & Master Charge accepted. 





ALLYN'S Honda/Kawasaki 
958 North Maclay, San Fernando, California 





BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA, 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 


NATION WIDE 
TRIUMPH 


Mail Order Service 
OF WELLESLEY 








184 Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass 02181 
617 235 9729 
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NORTON PARTS 
QUICK SERVICE 
CAESAR'S 


2121 Nuttal Ave. 
Edgewood, MD 21040 
(301) 679-4131 








PARTS & ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 


WE'RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 
ACTION 4'S * DUNLOP 
KONI • BELL * NGK 


YOSHIMURA * WIXOM 
VETTER—AND MORE 
CARR'S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 
$1 REFUND ON PHONE ORDERS OVER S15 


INCLUDE: MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO. 





N G SPARK 79 c 

PLUGS ea 
For Hondas—minimum order all same size— 
5 for $3.95 + 79 cents postage & insurance 
Send year. model with check or M.O. to 
GenParts, P О.В. 600. Chester. NJ 07930 
N.J. Res. add 5% sales tax. Thank you 





PARTS - MANUALS 
YAMAHA PENTON 


1 Day Shipping. 
FREE Decal with self- 
addressed, stamped envelope 


WISCONSIN'S LARGEST 
YAMAHA DEALER 
Brookfield, Wisc. 53005 


WE STOGK 


60 National 
+ Brands 
Street — MX 
Cafe — Custom 
50 cents for Catalog 


DJ’s 
17550 W. Blue Mound Rd. 
(414) 786-8390 


Н CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 


: — Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing dates, etc. 
















CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP-OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 

Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 

1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN, 11207 
N.Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 COLLECT 











С 








Р.О. 
est Hollywood, Ca. 90069 
Telephone (213) 652-7266 


Send for your free 30-page catalog. 


HONDA, YAMAHA & HUSKY 


Parts Warehouse 


Any part or accessory for street, mx 
or enduro. Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & Retail. 


Riff s Cycle Center, Inc. 
Rt. 1, Langhorne, PA 19047 215-752-0243 





KAWASAKI PARTS 
ONE DAY MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
BORING, PORTING, COMPLETE SERVICE 


MEGA Fevers 


спосо moss 


Send $1 For Our NEW Catalog! (no charge for 
orders received before the 30th of this month.) 

21 Willow St., Fitchburg, MA. 01420  HRONOORAP 
(617) 345-0181 






































1 2 3 4 5 

6 in 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 : 
16 17 18 19 20 : 
21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 | 
31 32 33 34 35 | 


WORD COUNT: Include name and address. Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) counts as one word each. lip Code numbers not 


counted. (Publisher reserves right to omit Zip Code if space does not permit.) Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or group of figures or 
letters as a word. Symbols such as 35mm, COD, PO, AC, etc., count as one word. Hyphenated words count as two words. Telephone numbers 


Count as two words; as three words with area code. 


Words $ 1.60 (Commercial Rate) 


Û Payment of $ enclosed for 





CHARGE: ÛJ American Express ÛJ BankAmericard Û Master Charge 
for insertion(s). You will be billed monthly. 
Account # 


$ 1.00 (Reader Rate) 





insertion(s). 
Û Diners Club 





Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 


Expiration Date 





SIGNATURE MUST BE PROVIDED BELOW 
PRINT NAME 





ADDRESS 








CITY 

















РНОНЕ: 
(213) 286-2550 


OY. 


NFIELD «::: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 


304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 








SUZUKI PARTS: Large inventory—Champion Motorcycles, 
840 Main, St. Charles, Illinois 60174. 





KERKER 
HOOKER 
BASSANI 


EVERY MAJOR BRAND 
OF EXHAUST SYSTEM 
FOR ROAD, DIRT OR RACE, 
ALL IN ONE CATALOG. 
Send $1.00 to: 


EXHAUST HOUSE 
P.O. Box 21, Dept. 7C 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 


JARDINE 
F.M.F. 
TORQUE 
DENCO 





NEW AND USED PARTS for old American Motorcycles. 
Catalog 50 cents. Ballak & Co., 6716 Walsh, St. Louis, MO 
63109. 












Put yours 
on something 






MN 
В Es your local dealer for donkey 


poster, stickers, and catalog. 
or send $1.50 for catalog to: 
Р.О. p 1206 A8 e Shevlin Park Road 
Bend, Oregon 97701 e Phone: (503) 382-6395 





SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego. CA (714) 
235-6261. 


KAWASAKI PARTS, Indian Parts. UPS Service. Cycle 
Junction, 10040 Midlothian Pike, Richmond, Virginia 
23235. Call: (804) 320-7917. 


HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE OHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model, Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA, P.O, Box 829, Center, Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322. 

HAROLD's HARLEY PARTS, Obsolete & hard-to-get, new 
& used. Genuine Flathead 80 pistons & rings. 19407 Jersey 
Ave. W., Lakeville, MN 55044. 
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HANG GLIDING 





AIRCRAFT QUALITY HANG-GLIDERS. FREE Brochure. 
Cloudmen Glidercraft Corporation, 905 Church Street, 


Nashville, TN 37203. (615) 256-6221. 





INVENTIONS WANTED 





INVENTIONS IDEAS 
WANTED 


Manufacturers Need New Products. Your invention, new 
product or idea developed for cash / royalty sales by 
Professional Organization. 

"No Idea Is Too Small" 

Free Booklet "How to Safeguard, Develop 
and Market Your Ideas to Industry" 
LAWRENCE PESKA ASSOCIATES 
500 Fifth Ave., Dept. JJ, N.Y.C. 10036 
Phone (212) 354-9696 


"А trademark of Lawrence Peska Associates, Inc 





PERSONALS 





CONTRACEPTIVES for Men—by “mail! “Thirty - top 


brands—Trojan, 


Nuform, Jade and many more. Three 


samples: $1. Twelve assorted samples: $3. Free illustrated 


Fast and reliable service. Satisfaction guaranteed or you 


catalog with every order. Plain package assures privacy. 


r 


money refunded in full. POPLAN, Box 2556 - Dept. CCYE-6. 


Chapel Hill, NC 27514. 





БЕТЕ BOOK OF SEXUAL LOVE 


One of the most beautiful and 

ractical books on physical 
love ever published Over 
195 photographs in color and 
black-and-white of a young 
nude couple ina variety of pre- 
сона! and coital positions 
Explores the whole field of 
physicallove. including the 
building of sexual power, sex- 
ual stimulation. techniques for 
building up passion and much 
more Over 225.000 hard 
bound copies sold at $15 00. 
now available in soft cover for 
just 55 00 320 pages Satıs- 
faction guaranteed or your 
money back This is the com- 
plete edition. 


Send $5.00 to: Adam & Eve 
Dept. DCYE-2, 105 М. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 


01974 РРА 








EUROPEAN TOURING 


RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 











BUYING A COMMANDO, under the personal export scheme? We 
are an OFFICIALLY FACTORY APPOINTED SERVICE CENTRE and 
sell only Norton Prompt delivery Save your dollars by dealing 
with the SPECIALISTS with all services-SPARES-ACCESSORIES IN 
SURANCE  FREIGHTING . the experts in handling your personal 
requirements. Send for detailed literature showing how to get here 
from the airport etc. and any other information you may require 
Taylor Matterson, Bedford Hill, London S.W. 12 
Tel.: 01-673-0981 








TOURING EUROPE? The cheapest way is by motorcycle. 
Write now to Europe's biggest and best dealer, Elite 
Motors of London, for details of their exclusive "buy-back" 
scheme. Hundreds of new and used models from stock, 
plus accessories, clothing. insurance, etc. Elite Motors, 
844-965 Garratt Lane, Tooting Broadway, London SW17 
OLP, England. Tel: 01-672 1200. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) ... low as 2 cents 
on dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 6586-WV, Washington, D.C. 
20009. 
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Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co.. Dept. 23, 
One Park Ave.. New York, N.Y. 10016. 


FREE! 


SPECIAL 


INTEREST 
RECORD 
CATALOG 








FREE RECORD COLLECTION Reviewers wanted. Anyone 
qualifies. We ship you new records to review. You pay 
postage. Records are free. Applicants accepted "first 
соте" basis. Write: Research CY, 6162 Washington Circle, 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53213. 





MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed 
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las 


Vegas, Nevada 89101. 





SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 


dale. Florida 33307. 
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When the staff of CYCLE 
needed an experienced, long- 
haul cyclist to join them on 
their eight-bike touring test, they 
called on their “Него”* Roger 
Hull--who is ROAD RIDER's 
fearful leader, exhausted editor 
and our in-house opinionated, 
old-fashioned Harley freak. And 
--well, if you've read that article 


in this issue, then you know how 
THAT turned.out! 


But why did CYCLE ask ROAD 
RIDER? What do these guys know 
that non-RR readers don't? What are 
you missing if you don't read RR? 
Frankly, we don't know... 


What we do know is that ROAD 
RIDER (the world's hardest-to-find 
motorcycle magazine) is the original, 
authoritative (not to mention inno- 
vative) publication for the touring 
motorcyclist. It's the only magazine 
put together by experienced, full-time 
road riders. You've probably heard 
about us -- we've been at it for six 
years now (started in a garage -- all 
that Horatio Alger stuff). We don't 
make much money but we love what 
we're doing and we're having fun 
doing it (and isn't that really what 
motorcycling is all about?). So why 
don't you have fun doing it with us? 


ROAD RIDER is available only by 
subscription or through selected (we 
talked them into it) motorcycle 
dealers. We'll let you subscribe for just 
$10 per year. Or if you're the cau- 
tious type, send us a buck and we'll 
mail you a sample copy. 


ROAD RIDER 
P.O. Box 678-E 
South Laguna, CA 92677 
*No kiddin’; if you don't believe us, check 


out Cycle's 25th Anniversary Issue for 
April, 1975. 
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SHELTER Continued from page 107 


plied for all appropriate places and the 
kit is divided into several well-labeled 
bags. 

Protection and Penetration: The Super- 
wedge showed excellent penetration 
and we pushed the Honda over 100 
quickly with some throttle to spare. The 
fairing was steady overall at that speed. 

If performance at speed is a strong 
point, protection isn't. Sitting erect on the 
Honda brings a good amount of airflow 
onto the helmet and some spill to eye 
level, despite the flaring upper lip of the 
windscreen. This lip looks like it would 
route air straight up and over, but some- 
how it just doesn't work that way. 

Tucking behind the windscreen for 
protection requires a partially-crouched 
riding position that would be acceptable 
for café racing but not comfortable for 
long hours of touring. 

Windscreen distortion is no problem 
because you look through the lip area, 
due to the sharply angled screen design. 
Underneath, there is a draft on knees and 
lower legs that's typical of a frame-mount 
but not of a full-coverage fairing. Air ap- 
parently enters between the fairing lowers 
and the engine. These lowers would 
probably protect the rider from rain but 
not wind. 

Another lesser airflow moves under the 
handguards and reaches the underparts 
of the arms, but not the torso. Frontal 
protection for torso, face and hands is 
good. 

Our feel for the approach of the Wedge 
is that of a competition-oriented fairing 
that offers good penetration and in- 
creased gas mileage with a moderate 
amount of protection for occasional trips. 
Dyed-in-the-wool tourers would probably 
hesitate at jumping behind something as 
unique and radical as the Wedge and this 
instinct would probably serve them well. 

The sweep and shape of the Jacwal 
Superwedge is exciting and contem- 
porary but pretty well defines the riding 
position, which might not suit everyone. 
And an absense of convenience features 
indicate the fairing is not primarily geared 
for touring, but only adaptable to it. 

For the rider who likes the race styling 
andaerodynamic performance approach, 
the quality of materials, finish and overall 
presentation will be equally satisfying. 
The Superwedge is original and well- 
executed, thorough and together. It's 
available at $298.95 for black and white, 
and at $428.95 color-matched with strip- 
ing. 

Conclusions: If there seem to be a lot 
of fairings available today, they also rep- 
resent a lot of variations on the protection 
game. In fact, it's fair to say that despite 
a superficial similarity in both handlebar 


and frame-mount field there are no two | 


absolutely alike. 

With as broad a range to choose from 
it should be possible for anyone to find 
that combination of protection, perfor- 
mance and finish and price that appeals 
to him. And atthe very least, a little shelter 


from the storm. e 
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NO WAY YOU 
CAN BEAT 


The best protection for your cycle. Flows 
on like a liquid and solidifies into a grease. 
Chain Lube won't drip, fly off or dry out. 


SOLD AT LEADING DEALERS SINCE 1940 


McGLAUGHLIN OIL CO. 


3750 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43227 





CIRCLE NO. 52 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


BIKE TOO HIGH? 


come back down to Earth 









Cycling Comfort 


is a TRAVEL EASE 
Water Cushion 




















Lowers 
Bike 
2^" 


Now, riding and long distance touring can be 
more enjoyable with the aid of the Travel 
Ease Water Cushion. It utilizes the hydraulic 
support principle of the water bed in con- 
junction with the stabilizing effect and added 
comfort of plastic foam. Shift your weight. 
It's like changing seats. It conforms to your 
new position...lets you ride relaxed without 
the need for rest stops due to seat fatigue. The 
water cushion also: smooths out bumps and 
vibration, has rider and passenger individual 
comfort adjustability, has cooling ''heat ex- 
changer"' action, and is removed or replaced in 
seconds without tools allowing it to be used as 
a bleacher seat or pillow while camping. For 
winter use, hot water may be used for added 
comfort and warmth. The Travel Ease Water 
Cushion is only $24.95 postage paid. Send 
check or money order only. Prompt delivery 
assured. Models available for the following 
between 250 thru 900 cc. HONDA, BMW, 
MOTO GUZZI, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 
YAMAHA, NORTON, TRIUMPH & BSA. Send 
to: JML PRODUCTS, Dept. C Box 3708-A, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53217. Phone (414) 352-8848. 
When ordering give make, model and year of 
motorcycle. 
DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 

INQUIRIES INVITED 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


STRONG STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
LOWERS BIKE 2% INCHES 
USES STOCK SHOCKS 
MAINTAINS HANDLING 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST BIKES 
GUARANTEED 

RETAIL $15.95 


DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED 
MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES CORP. 
13327 SHERMAN WAY, 

N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91605 
























Even std. size Tote Box 
holds two helmets. 


Bates 
gives you . 
room to spare! 


Bates is big in Fiberglass Saddlebags and Tote Boxes. You'll 
. enough capacity to carry the 
. 5-tumbler key- 


dig the streamlined design . 
largest of helmets plus plenty of other gear. . 
lock safety . . . and rugged, weathertight fiberglass construction. 
And note these no cost bonus items: Top permanently mounted 
with a concealed hinge, soft flocked interior, Class A side safety 
reflectors, 2" thick backrest pad on Tote Box and Bates famous 


hand-polished finish. 


Optional goodies come in the form of custom colors, striping, 
polished chrome Bag Guards and Trim Rails plus a new com- 
bination stop, tail and directional light that's a winner. Saddle- 
bag Mounts install easily and are custom designed for each bike. 

Do yourself a favor and order one or both today. Go first class! 


King size Bag holds 


full face coverage helmet. 


> 
N 


2" thick pad standard. 


Make and model of cycle 





For Custom Color, give official cycle color 


Fiberglass Saddlebags 
Black [] White 




















Custom Color $25.00 


O King Sz with Rear Refl—$119.50 [I With 12v Light—$129.50 








Striping—$15.00 pr [] Black White [ 

















O Bag Mounts—$22.95 
Fiberglass Tote Box 

O Black Г] White Û 

Г] Std Size—$79.50 




















[] Bag Guards— $24.95 





Custom Color $15.00 
King Size—$89.50 


O Custom Trim Rails (shown on Tote Box)—$9.95 pr. ........ 





Striping—$10.00 [] Black White O Gold 











Plus shipping and insurance (1096 or $10.00, whichever is less) 


Total Amount Due [] Check 











Money Order enclosed for 








Send order to Accessory House, Box 1770-CB, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
and include your complete name, address and telephone number. 





Г] $2.00—Rush me all the full-color Bates Accessory and Leathers Catalogs. 
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A COMPLETE SET OF 
MATCHED 


STORAGE GASES 


Here’s the ideal solution to the problem of keep- 
ing all your records and tapes stored neatly, 
safely, conveniently and attractively. A complete 
set of matched storage cases, designed by the 
editors of STEREO REVIEW magazine, for your 
records and all your tapes: cassette, cartridge 
and 7” reel. Now you can keep them side-by- 
side on your bookshelf or cabinet, easy to iden- 
tify and readily available. 


These cases are sturdily constructed and cov- 
ered in a handsome leatherette. The outer case 
is elegantly embossed in gold and comes in your 
choice of three popular decorator colors—black, 
brown and green—so that they lend themselves 
readily to the decor of any room. 

STEREO REVIEW large capacity storage cases 
are just what you've been looking for—they're 
the ideal solution to keeping your records and 
tapes neatly stored for easy use. 


(A) 60-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 12%” deep x 514” wide. 




















(B) 30-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 6%” deep x 514” wide. 
(C) 12-unit cartridge case. 1314” high x 614” deep x 414” wide. 
Units A, B and C have tilted compartments to prevent spillage 
and include pressure sensitive labels for titling. 

(D) 6-unit 7” reel case. 8” high x 714” deep x 5” wide. Holds 
reels in original boxes. 

(Е) 20-unit 12" record case. 1314” high x 1214” deep x 314” 
wide. Holds records in original jackets. 
CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER A 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 

TE RSPR eee eee ee eee eee 
ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. JJ, CY 875 
595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012 
Please send me the following Storage Cases: 

60-unit Cassette Cases @ $17.95 each; 3 for $49.95 
30-unit Cassette Cases @ $12.95 each; 3 for $34.95 
12-unit 8-Track Cartridge Cases @ $9.50 each; 3 for $24.95 
6-unit 7” Reel Cases @ $6.95 each; 3 for $18.50 
20-unit 12” Record Cases @ $7.50 each; 3 for $19.95 
ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE ALL POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
CHARGES. 
Outside U.S.A. add $1 for each case ordered. 
Check color for back of case (sides in black only): 





















































Г] Brown Г] Green O Black 
Г] ENCLOSED IS $ А 
О CHARGE: ВапкАтегісага Г] Master Charge 
[] American Express Diners Club 
Account # Exp. Date 
Master Charge Interbank #. (4 numbers over your name) 
Signature. 
Print Name. 
Address. 
City. State. Zip. 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., IIl., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and 
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Tex. add applicable sales tax. 
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Free. 
Information 
Service 


Here's how you can get additional information at no charge, concerning 
products and services advertised in this issue, and items mentioned in the 
New Products Editorial Section. 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print or type your name and address where 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the number 
at the bottom of the advertisement, or New Products Editorial Listing, for 
which you want additional information. (Key numbers for advertised products 
also appear in advertiser's index on the opposite page.) 

3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an envelope 
and mail to: 

CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 

4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate compa- 
nies. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your requests. 
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. LETTERS Continued from page 8 


one year and 17,000 miles, it has cost 
me $9.00 to replace broken parts, that 
is, those that don't normally wear out, 
such as plugs, tires, and points. I’ve bro- 
ken one clutch cable and blown one turn 
signal bulb and one taillight bulb. It leaks 
no oil at all, anywhere. The only oil on 
the garage floor where | park. it was left 
behind by the older bikes. And this Trident 
is just as smooth as my Honda was, be- 
sides being quicker, faster and handling 
a whole lot better. 

Times change. Motorcycles get better. 
Opinions formed about a 1969 motorcycle 


should be relegated to that motorcycle. . 


Before you moan about Triumphs again, 

go buy one and live with it for a while, 
because they have changed. 

Stephen Ferre 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


PRODUCTION RULES 

As a long-time road race fan and mo- 
torcycle enthusiast, | was particularly in- 
terested in what you had to say in your 
January Editorial. Whenever one thinks 
about the problems currently confronting 
production road racing on the national 
and club levels, one cannot but conclude 
that there are no simple or easy.solutions. 
It seems that we only have alternatives. 

| think that if the AMA were to suddenly 
issue a new edict whereby the rules would 
be changed for the sake of providing 
close racing as you had suggested, the 
end result would pretty.much remain the 
same. We would have BMWs and Z-1s 


dominating open production and RD350s . 


the lightweight production class. The fact 
is, a privateer hasn't a snowball's chance 
in hell in open production simply because 
he does not have the technical or finan- 
cial resources of a distributor like Butler 
and Smith or a mechanic like Yoshimura 
or the support of firms like RC Engi- 
neering, Action Fours. and the like. And 
even if he did somehow manage to come 
up with a bike that was as fast, responsive 
andreliable as the one that Pridmore rode 
at Ontario, he would still be bucking 
against the experience and abilities of 
AMA expert riders! duHamel could ride 
a camel faster than a lot of guys could 
a TZ 700. And given a little practice, I'd 
hate to see what Kenny Roberts could 
do on a rare, obsolete production model 
like the TX 750 that had a little tweaking 
done to it by the Yamaha factory. Surely 
it would make a privateer cry. 

So what's the answer? Good question, 
right? Part of it lies in defining what is 
stock and what isn't. The current situation 
that we have now is to run a bike that 
looks stock, but is modified all to hell 
internally. Why not maintain the same 
rules but reclassify the class and call it 
Modified Production? After all, that's what 
the bikes are anyhow. And while we're 
at it, let's have the upper displacement 
levels broken down into more classes. 
What would be wrong with having a 125, 
250, 350, 500, 750 and 1000 cc classes? 
Rest assured that Ed Unini and a host 
of other talented production riders would 
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be out in force once again and we would 
see machines on the track other than 
R90Ss, 2-15 and RD 350s. 

Once that’s done, the AMA could then 
establish a whole new class of production 
racing called PURE STOCK, whereby the 
only changes allowed would be tires, 
gearing, jetting and possibly rear shocks. 
Things like the mirrors, side and center- 
stands may be removed for racing, but 
otherwise the bike must be street legal 
AND registered in the name of the racer 
riding it. Absolutely no modifications 
would be permitted on the engine or 
gearbox. Cheaters would be bumped into 
modified production if protested and 
caught, or.otherwise would be allowed 
to be reinstated in pure stock by a com- 
plete teardown and inspection BEFORE 
the next race. ‚ 

You may ask, why bother. Why? Ве- 


cause if road racing is to ever become 


popular, it needs the support of the little 
guys—like me for instance. And the way 
to gain his support is to get him involved. 
The pure stock class would enable the 
little guy to do just that, with the added 
benefit of a lot of fun thrown in without 
the burden of having to deplete a lot of 
his asset holdings. There would be a lot 
of incentive not to cheat as the average 


.rider wouldn't want to be thrown in with 


the lions in modified production. The rac- 
ing should be close and exciting with 
everybody.a potential winner in accord 
with his riding ability. New riding talent 
would be exposed and road racing would 
take an upturn for the better in terms of 
popularity, interest and even safety. With 
more people- involved, there would be ‘а 
bigger problem in logistics for sure, but 
then again more people mean more 
money which could provide far better 
facilities, more flagmen and better emer- 
gency medical care, etc. 

As much as | would like to see the AMA 
establish a pure stock class of racing, 
there are some other matters that need 
to be attended to first. One of them is 
to separate the National Championship 
road and dirt track racing programs into 
two separate divisions and increase the 
number of events in both. Personally, | 
think it would be nice to have 20 national 
road racing events rather than the four 
that are tentatively scheduled for 1975. 
And let's not limit championship points 
to just the 750cc GP bikes. Let's follow 
the example of the Europeans and have 
GP racing champions in the 125, 250, 350, 
500, 750 and 1000 cc classes. A:separate 
division with the same displacement limits 
for four-strokes is probably asking far too 
much, but it might be well received by 
a lot of fans who are tired of seeing the 
two-strokes dominate. 

Looking back on what I’ve just written, 
it would seem that six classes in GP, 
modified production and pure stock is way 
too many and | haven't even included the 
novice and junior GP racers. If it ever 
were to happen, the club organizations 
would have to slowly expand to encom- 


‘pass that many classes. By limiting the 


number of racers in any given class, you 
would have people filling in the less pop- 








ular classes as more and more people 
started racing. You wouldn't want 4,000. 
racers on the track at the same time, 
would you? Everything takes time and 
perhaps we'll never see road racing blos- 
som to the extent that we need that many 
classes. But one thing is for certain; it 
could possibly happen if the AMA estab- 
lishes a PURE STOCK class. 

Road racing could use a good boost 
right about now. Let's not let the AMA 
emulate the strategy of the Wall Street 
institutional investors who whipsawed the 
little. guy. to the point where he lost all 
interest and was no longer willing to par- 
ticipate. Instead, let's institute some much 
needed changes, like a PURE STOCK 
class. 

George Sasaki 
Sunnyvale, Cal. 


STRAPPING YOUNG JENNINGS 

What gives? Is your magazine run by 
gorgeous women, i.e. Dahlia Boller, Gor- 
dona Jennings and Jessica Thomas (Dec. 
'74) or strapping young men such as 
Gordon Jennings and Jess Thomas? Is 
the name of your Associate Editor David 


or Davida Holeman? At first glance it ^ 


would appear that your magazine is 
staffed largely by twins. If your co-workers 
are women, | can easily understand the 
adaption of men's pseudonyms (Women's 
Lib and all that) but pictures? Jeez, how 
many of the fairer sex are in control of 
my favorite mag? 

Also, just what does Gordon/Gordona 


Jennings do? It seems that with the ap- 


pearance of every new issue, he/she 
assumes a new position and title in your 


illustrious firm. Does this person possess : - 
a fixed title or is it his/her misfortune to. 


be the butt of some inside joke? 


Ed. Вгаупоп: 


North Miami Beach, Florida 


TWO-STROKE CAMMER: 

Гат the proud owner of a left-over 1970 
800cc Hodaka Trail Whale. Since not 
many. of these. little beauties were pro- 
duced, | have had considerable trouble 
obtaining parts. 


| am specifically interested in purchas- ` 


ing a trailer hitch with which to tow my 
1969 Pontiac Bonneville Station Wagon. 
The Pontiac has motocross tires and | 
plan to enter it in competition in the near 
future. It is very stable and especially 
good on whoop-de-doos and water 
crossings. | would also like to investigate 
new gearing so | can use my bike on the 
Interstates. It is presently geared for a top 
end of approximately 8 mph but it pulls 
like a sonofabitch. The sixteen speed 
gearbox is flawless, but | do have to do 
a lot of shifting because the bike is only 


up on the cam for approximately 200 rpm... 


in the entire rev range. 
Stu Bogdanow 


So. Toms River, N.J. ` 


Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, "Letters," CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 
California, 91361. : 


